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‘The Loop’ is published by the Parish Church of St James as a service 
to the communities of Biddenham and Great Denham  

The editor welcomes contributions from residents and friends via email to 
loopeditor@gmail.com 

Youth football kicks off 
at King’s Field 
King’s Field in the sunshine with our youngsters playing 
football, there is no better sight. Along with all the 
Grassroots Youth Football Clubs we have been given the 
green light from the Government and FA to return to 
football, which is great news. There are of course still 
some key rules and regulations to ensure we are compliant. 
Bedford Town FC Youth Development have been busy in 
preparation with the pitches looking magnificent. We are 
also in the throes of setting up a small café facility selling 
teas, coffees, etc. and it is hoped that we can also offer a 
bacon butty service in the not too distant future. 
 If you have children between the ages of 5 and 18 keen 
to play football and join a club then please check out our 
Facebook page Bedford Town FC – Youth Development 
for information on Open Training Sessions running in May 
and forthcoming trials for ALL of our age groups. 
 Many thanks to the visitors to our site who have 
complied with the signage asking dogs to be kept on the 
lead and picking up of their mess. As a club the welfare of 
our youngsters is of paramount importance to us. We 
therefore, please, ask that everyone that visits our site 
respects that and in turn helps to keep the pitches and 
surrounding areas clean and safe for the youngsters to have 
fun. 

Denis O’Meara 
Bedford Town FC Youth Development Chairman 

07777 641900 
d.omeara@btinternet.com 

A different Easter at St 
James’s 
Easter at St James’s Church was, by necessity, very 
different this year!   
 With the ongoing restrictions we had to think outside 
the box.  Instead of our usual Good Friday children’s 
activities in the Church Barn and services in Church during 
Holy Week and on Easter Sunday, we had online services, 
a Biddenham-wide easter egg hunt, a large cross in the 
churchyard and craft packs being delivered to local 
children, all of which were very well received! 
 Rather poignantly, for the first time since last Summer/
Autumn, we felt able to re-open our Church building over 
Easter weekend, both for private prayer and for a small 
service on Easter Sunday morning.   
 We will now be holding services in Church (or the 
churchyard if dry weather) every other Sunday (see back 
page) at 9.30am.  We hope that this is the start of being 
able to get back to some kind of normality! 

Jacqui Piper 

Peter’s Picturehouse 
We just wanted to quickly update you on our plans to start 
our film showings in the Village Hall. We are hoping to 
open again on Tuesday 6th July and have started planning 
a schedule of films.  
 Watch out for more information in the June Loop and 
on village noticeboards for exciting news about the film for 
July! 

Rose Houghton 

More to look forward to 
Signs of society opening up as the Coronavirus pandemic 
slows down are everywhere and this parish is no exception. 
 As reported on this page, St James’s church, youth 
football at King’s Field and Peter’s Picturehouse are 
opening in Covid secure ways. 
 Inside you will find details of Café B’s plans for 
returning to the Village Hall; dates for the Mobile Library, 
information about the Three Tuns and Biddenham Cricket 
Club’s May fixture list. 
 The What’s On section is beginning to look a bit busier. 

mailto:d.omeara@btinternet.com
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Letter from 
the Vicar 
Dear All 
 Major Chip Chapman served 
in the 2nd Battalion of the 
Parachute regiment and then 
spent a number of years 
providing strategic analysis to 
the British and US armed forces. 
In 2014 he was also appointed to 
compile a report on police 
discipline on behalf of the British 
government. Chip is, no doubt, an expert on the tools that 
are necessary to engage in 21st century high tech warfare 
but he has another weapon in his arsenal, he is also a 
storyteller. 

 Over a meal once, he gave 
me a copy of his book ‘Notes 
from a Small Military,’ an 
entertaining account of his 
experience in the armed 
forces. I have no idea how 
much truth the book contains 
but the embellishments, 
exaggerations and pure 
fantasy aside, the story is 
funny and well worth the 
read. When he gave it to me, 
he wrote something from 
memory in the inside cover; 
 ‘To Eric, from one 
storyteller to another.’ Then 
he continued with an 
extended quote which he 
scribed from memory. ‘All 
men dream, but not equally. 
Those who dream by night in 

the dusty recesses of their minds, wake in the day to find 
that it was vanity: but the dreamers of the day are dangerous 
men, for they may act on their dreams with open eyes, to 
make them possible.’ 
 I appreciated the quote, which I recognised from the 

1922 autobiographical work, ‘The Seven Pillars of 
Wisdom,’ by T. E. Lawrence. Lawrence was a British 
officer during the 1st World War who for some time did a 
very similar job to Chip Chapman, advising and uniting the 
Arab tribes against the Ottoman Empire though the 
methodology and the outcomes were very different. ‘Seven 
Pillars’ formed the central narrative of the 1962 film 
‘Lawrence of Arabia,’ starring Peter O’Toole. Lawrence’s 
portrayal of himself in ‘Seven Pillars,’ while beautifully 
told, does not entirely match up to real events. The film 
strays even further from the truth, so much so that even 
Lawrence’s younger brother spent many years protesting 
against it. The film was made two years before I was born, 
yet it is a beautifully made narrative. It is still one of my 
favourite films of all time and, despite the historical 
difficulties, it is a painterly piece of storytelling.  
 I was touched by Chip Chapman’s assessment of me as 
a storyteller. For him, having his book published had given 
him the opportunity to assert his own gifts as a storyteller 
and I was pleased that he seemed to find some common 
ground with me.  
 I am, of course, just that, a storyteller, and indeed 
somebody who, like my friends and colleagues in the 
church, has to dream with my eyes open. We have a story, 
a hope and a dream that we are called to expound in the 
context of a troubled and broken world. If T. E. Lawrence 
is to be believed, then that potentially makes us very 
dangerous. 
 We tell the story of a God-man who overturns the tables 
of our religious and cultural norms, who challenges the 
power structures that abuse and exploit the underdog, and 
dismantles the religious and social sensibilities that exclude 
the outsider and social refugees.   
 More important than this, we tell the story of a God who 
undermines all preconceptions about any proposed deity in 
history. We tell the story of a God who relinquishes his 
power to stand in solidarity with the smallest and weakest 
elements of society and he does this purely out of love.  
 This narrative provides the dream weaver and the 
storyteller with the ordinances to bring down all negative 
and destructive human constructs, replacing them with 
God’s kingdom of justice and peace.  
 I came to Bedfordshire four and a half years ago from a 
group of seven rural parishes in Lincolnshire. I was sad to 
leave and still miss the people there. I remember having a 
conversation with a local colleague of mine, Chris 
Atkinson. I told him that transforming rural communities 
was difficult and that I felt not much had been achieved. 
Chris, always an encourager, said to me ‘But Eric you have 
stuck with it and kept telling the story.’  
 The Gospel is a powerful dream and an amazing story 
and two thousand years later, because of those who have 
told this story, it is still alive. 
 God bless. 

Eric 

Farm Shop 
Manor Farm, High Street, Stagsden, Beds 

(01234) 822330  
www.brownsofstagsden.co.uk 

 

HOME REARED  & LOCALLY PRODUCED  
MEAT, POULTRY, GAME, SEASONAL VEGETABLES, EGGS & MILK.  

 

HOMEMADE PREMIUM QUALITY BURGERS & SAUSAGES 
 

REGIONAL CHEESES, HAM, PIES, JAMS, SAUCES, OILS & MORE 
 

Tuesday - Thursday 9am – 5pm, Fri 9am – 6pm and Sat 9am -4pm 

Chip Chapman 
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St James’s charitable 
giving for 2020/21 
As with many organisations the finances of our church 
have suffered during the pandemic and the lockdowns. We 
have a clear idea of what our priorities are as a church in 
our relations with our communities. As part of our 
demonstration of God’s love we aim to be a support of 
people, families and groups who are in difficulties, poverty, 
or who are suffering. However as good citizens we have to 
prioritise paying the necessary bills. Examples of 
organisations we have supported as a church over recent 
years are: 

1) CMS (Church Mission Society) 
2) Open Doors UK 
3) Bedford Food Bank  
4) Hebron Soup Run (Bedford) 
5) Langley House Trust 

 So that we can continue during this difficult period 
(2020/2021) to support the great work these organisations 
carry out we have decided to ask people to give to a 
separate fund for Charitable Giving and Mission Work. A 
special fund has been set up to carry out this aim and a 
generous member of our congregation has offered to match 
any giving pound for pound up to £1,800.00, making a total 
therefore of £3,600 for the two years ending 31 December 
2021. 
 We would be very grateful for any donations to this 
fund which should either be handed to the Vicar or one of 
the Churchwardens or paid by transfer into the church bank 
account, using the details: 
 

Bank:     Nat West 
Account:    Biddenham PCC 
Sort code:   60-02-13 
Account number: 51317710 
 

 Very important - on the transfer details line please put 
“M & G” so the money goes to the correct fund. 
 Very many thanks for helping us to continue helping 
those in need.  

Edwin Martin 
Deputy Churchwarden 

Church finances 2020 
Most organisations suffered in 2020 and St James’s Church 
was no exception. As previously reported we suffered a 
severe income reduction particularly income relating to 
Church Barn lettings, church fees and of course there were 
no service collections. Expenditure did fall but the income 
shortfall was much greater. 
 Facing a shortfall on the General Fund of over £12,000 
for 2020, an appeal for additional support was made in the 
autumn and I am pleased to report the parishioners’ 
response was magnificent. Thank you!       
 Accounts are in the process of being finalised and I can 
confidently report the deficit for 2020 will be less than 
£5,000 and this total will be covered by church reserves; at 
least for the time being. However, this outcome was 
achieved at the expense (temporary) of our giving to 
charities as no donations were made in 2020. Action is in 
hand (see Edwin Martin’s note alongside) to make good 
our donations deficit in 2020 and also to help meet the total 
required for 2021 donations. 
Looking forward 
 2021, in terms of finances, is shaping-up to be a more 
challenging year than 2020. Grant income last year helped 
support the General Fund but in 2021 grant income will be 
restricted. Dependent on future events and the level of 
restrictions imposed, we may be looking at a tougher 
situation in 2021 in comparison with 2020. This is why we 
are so fortunate to have the support in raising funds for 
charitable donations thus allowing members to focus 
attention on the everyday expenditure priorities. Please 
maintain your support for St James’s Church and where 
possible, please review your contributions. 
 I will report further in the autumn and provide an update 
on the 2021 financial situation year to date together with a 
forecast outcome for the General Fund.  
In the meantime and on behalf of the PCC, I thank you for 
your continued support; it is very much appreciated. 

Michael Hurford 
Treasurer 

St James’s church 
Annual Meetings and 
Electoral Roll 
This year’s Annual Meetings will be held on Wednesday 
19th May at 7.30pm via Zoom.  As is usual at these 
meetings we will be holding elections for Church Wardens, 
Deputy Church Wardens, PCC Members and Diocesan 
Synod Representatives.   
 Prior to the meetings, we need to review our Electoral 
Roll.  The Electoral Roll of the Church is akin to a 
membership list.  It records those individuals who regularly 
worship at the Church (or who would normally worship 
there but haven’t been able to recently, as is currently the 
case for many people) and who consider themselves part of 
the Church.  Being on the Electoral Roll demonstrates your 
commitment to St James’s and your willingness to be 
involved in the life of St James’s.  It also allows you to 
speak and vote at the Annual Meetings and be considered 
for one of the above roles.  
 If you are not currently on the Electoral Roll for St 
James’s, but would like to be, or if you would like to find 
out more about being a Churchwarden, Deputy 
Churchwarden, PCC Member or Diocesan Synod 
Representative, do please get in touch with me at 
stjameschurchbiddenham@gmail.com or on 356993.  

Jacqui Piper 
PCC Secretary 

mailto:stjameschurchbiddenham@gmail.com
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Biddenham History 
Society 
Thoughts & reflections on the 
past year 
We have not been the first generation in Biddenham to 
suffer from a global pandemic. In his ‘Recollections of My 
Life in Biddenham’, Albert Church wrote of the Influenza 
Pandemic of 1918/1919. This was serious here as men were 
getting scarce on the farms because conscription in World 
War One had taken so many men for the army. 

 Albert was 12 in 
1917 and he was able 
to take advantage of 
the ruling that boys 
who wished to do so 
could leave school, 
provided they went to 
work on the land. By 
March 1918, when the 
effects of the influenza 
outbreak were starting 
to be felt, Albert was 
working for Mr 
Chibnall at Grove 
Farm.  
 The influenza 
pandemic in 1918 had a 
terrible effect on the 

world.  More people died than in active combat in World 
War One. By the end of the second wave of the virus about 
27,000,000 people had died in the world, most of them in 
Africa, India and China. The peak in Britain was in March 
1919 when 3,889 deaths were recorded in London and 96 
large towns. Doctors and scientists could not find a cure 
and no suitable vaccine was discovered. The medical 
authorities could only recommend quarantine and the 
wearing of masks. Other remedies were tried and Albert 
Church recalled that Mr Chibnall had heard that if people 
drank plenty of quinine they would escape ‘flu. Albert 
thought it was right to do what his employer asked him to 
do. ‘The drill was to have a small glass full every morning 
before work and another glass in the evening after work. 
This was supplied by the farmer and he must have bought 
many a bottle of it.’  Albert and his family survived (his 
father also worked at Grove Farm), but then they were 
working outdoors, reasonably spaced and in the fresh air. 
 In the year March 2020 to March 2021, we have also 
witnessed a global pandemic with the tragic effects of 
deaths, hospitalisations, continuing illness, jobs lost and 
businesses disrupted. Many have missed social contact with 
the suspension of village sporting and social activities. 
Many have not been able to see their families for a long 
time, especially if they live outside England.  
 However, we have been able to appreciate some 
positive outcomes in 2020/2021 compared with 1918/1919.  
It was not until 1933 that the National Institute for Medical 
Research in London identified the 1918 influenza virus and 
research could go ahead on vaccines to control the disease.  
Scientific research is now more highly organised and 
developed and has the advantage of digital technology for 
the communication of data. Highly effective vaccines have 
been developed rapidly in 2020/2021 and those in the 
village who would be most vulnerable to infection from the 
Covid 19 virus have been offered vaccinations. They now 
have the security of knowing that the risk of death and 
serious illness has diminished for them. 
 Another positive outcome from the Covid 19 pandemic 
has been the community spirit it has engendered.  I 
remember standing on the Coffin Path, with my dog, early 
in the morning on Thursday 30th April 2020. It was cloudy 
so I could not see the planes, but I heard the sound of 
vintage engines that took me back to my childhood.  It was 

  
Nick Sleap 
Proprietor 

 
N.A.Sleap Plumbing & Heating 

7 Ison Close  
Biddenham,  

Beds MK40 4BH 
 

Tel: 01234 959472 
Mob: 07990 598154 

Email: nicksleap@live.co.uk 

a Spitfire and a Hurricane making their way to Marston 
Moretaine to mark the 100th birthday of Sir Tom Moore 
who had made such a superb effort to raise money for the 
NHS. Within Biddenham, there has been great community 
spirit: for instance, support for the Foodbank and active 
WhatsApp groups to support residents in each part of the 
village. 
 Although we have been locked down three times in the 
last year, there has been a real effort to make the most of 
the situation. Despite normal church services being 
disrupted, on Mothering Sunday the church gates were 
decorated with flowers knitted and crocheted by residents. 
A wooden cross placed in the churchyard by the church 
door was lit up during Lent and on Easter Day it was 
covered in flowers. The children were able to take part in 
an imaginatively organized Easter Egg hunt.  
 We are fortunate in Biddenham as we have lovely 
gardens that we can enjoy.  Jeremy Arthern has given 
excellent advice in The Loop to help us make the most of 
our gardens in lockdown. The results can be seen in the 
beautiful photographs posted on the Biddenham Gardeners’ 
Association website. 
 With less aircraft and traffic noise, we have been able to 
enjoy the countryside around Biddenham and features such 
as snowdrops and primroses in the churchyard and the 
magnificent cowslip meadow.  Now that we are hopefully 
coming out of the lockdowns and disruption that the Covid 
19 pandemic has caused, it would be excellent if the 
positives from this last year, the caring for others and the 
appreciation of what is around us, could be sustained.  
 On Maundy Thursday, Chris Jones read W. H. Davies’s 
poem ‘Leisure’ at the funeral service of Dr David George 
who loved the Village Pond and the countryside around 
Biddenham. We should remember the last lines of this 
poem: 
 ‘ A poor life this if, full of care,  
 We have no time to stand and stare.’ 

Kathy Fricker 

Albert Church photographed by 
Jonathan Bean 

Cowslip Meadow 

mailto:nicksleap@live.co.uk
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Biddenham 
Cricket Club 
 
The dry weather so far in April has enabled preparations 
for the new season to progress well.  A couple of work 
groups have helped to complete the usual pre-season tasks 
at the ground plus a couple of additional projects to tidy 
things up.  The ground itself is looking in excellent 
condition thanks to the work of David Watson over a 
number of weeks and he, like many gardeners, is hoping 
for some rain soon.  None is forecast in the next fortnight 
but will no doubt arrive when we are due to play some 
cricket matches! A list of scheduled home matches in May 
has been included below for information. 
 There has been significant pressure on parents and 
youngsters after months of enforced inactivity.  The 
extension of the football and rugby seasons has presented 
many with the dilemma of which sport to choose for the 
next few weeks.  Happily (for us) the good weather has 
meant that many have chosen cricket ahead of the ‘winter’ 
sports although we know some who will be trying to do 
both!  Junior registrations are therefore very good so far 
with over 50 youngsters signed up.  The Under 9 group, not 
run since 2019, has the lowest numbers at the moment, but 
we anticipate that this will change in the next week or two 
as parents look for activity for their children in the summer. 
 If anyone feels that they would like to become involved 
in helping with the junior section of the club, please contact 
me or Chris Spurgeon.  A separate DBS certificate from the 
England and Wales Cricket Board will be required to be 
obtained by anyone wishing to become involved.   This is 
now a much-improved online process and details can be 
provided on how to access this. 
 For the adult teams there are some changes in approach 
in 2021.   With both Saturday and Sunday cricket being 
played at a very good standard in each league this restricted 
the ability of youngsters to move from junior to senior 
cricket at Biddenham. 
 Circumstances dictated this year that we were unable to 
sustain a team in the first division of the Four Counties 
League on Saturdays.  We had been members of this league 

for over 15 years, joining in division 4 with a side 
comprising a number of promising youngsters, some of 
whom have been the backbone of the club over this period 
as we moved up the divisions. 
 We continue as members of the Sunday league 
competition in 2021, also in division one, but there are 
already additional friendly matches being organised that 
will focus on bringing the younger players into, as the ECB 
term it, open-age cricket.  We hope to report in the future 
that this has proved to be a successful change. 
 Covid restrictions and rules mean that we start the 
season with a similar situation to last summer with no 
access to the pavilion other than the toilet facilities. The 
club continues to be grateful for the support it receives 
from the Biddenham Parish Council particularly the co-
operation and organisation at the pavilion by Deborah 
Slade and the “cleaning team” to support our ability to run 
training sessions and play matches. 
 Junior training commenced last week with Under 9s and 
Under 11s on Monday evenings at 6.30pm and Under 13s 
and Under 15s on Wednesday evenings also at 6.30pm.  
Details of how to join the junior section and the dates for 
all matches can be found on the Biddenham CC website.  
 The club achieved full re-accreditation for ECB 
Clubmark in October 2019. This process, plus an annual 
“health-check”, includes a review of all our policies 
relating to the safeguarding of junior (under 16) members 
including the procedures we have for recruiting volunteers. 

Richard Fone 
 
 Club news, fixtures and results appear on the website at: 
http://biddenham.play-cricket.com/home 
 
 The 100 club provides the club with useful income and 
also raises its profile within the village amongst the 
residents for an annual fee of £12.  If you would like to join 
the cricket club as a member, you will also gain automatic 
entry into the 100 Club draw, which is held each month.  
See advertisement on page 10. 
 
Contact numbers: 
Chairman    Glenn Taylor   07778 479479 
Junior Chairman  Chris Spurgeon   07707 771606 
Cricket Secretary  Richard Fone   07818 678697 
Club Welfare Officer Joe Derilo    07468 431304 
100 Club     James Gardner   07928 478563 
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Community Champions 
are litter picking in 
Biddenham 
Several residents have been spotted picking up litter in 
Biddenham and we all owe them our thanks. 
 If you want to get involved, these details can be found 
on the Parish Council website. 
 ‘To facilitate safer picking, the Borough Council run a 
volunteering scheme called ‘Community Champions’. This 
is a litter-picking scheme that can be carried out 
individually or in a group setting. They will provide all 
necessary equipment to safely litter pick, which includes a 
picker, bags, bag hoop, gloves, and a hi-vis vest, as well as 
safety guidance on litter picking in your local area. They 
will then contact you once a month to find out how you are 
getting along. 
 To join this scheme, you can sign up as a community 
champion here: www.bedford.gov.uk/volunteering 
 If you have any questions, just let Kate know below:- 
Katie Lewis 
Events & Community Engagement Officer 
Environment Services 
Borough Hall, Cauldwell Street, Bedford. MK42 9AP 
Phone: 01234 228759 
www.bedford.gov.uk 
Twitter: @bedfordtweets 
https://www.facebook.com/bedfordboroughcouncil/ ‘ 

Mobile library back on 
the road 
Following the announcement made by the government, the 
Bedford Borough Mobile Library is planned to be back on 
the road from Monday 12th April. 
 Dates for May are as follows: 
Great Denham Community Hall, 12.35pm-12.55pm 
1st, 15th and 29th May 
Three Tuns, Biddenham, 10.00am-10.20am 
Church End ,Biddenham, 10.25am-1040am 
6th and 20th May 
 Due to the small space, customers will not be able to 
browse the shelves on the vehicle, but will be able to 
request books using the ‘Select and Collect’ service and 
collect them from a Mobile Library stop. 
 Select and Collect is also available from Bromham 
Library. For details go to the Bedford Borough Council 
website and search for Virtual Library. 

http://www.bedford.gov.uk/volunteering
http://www.bedford.gov.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/bedfordboroughcouncil/
http://virtual-library.culturalservices.net/cgi-bin/vlib.sh?enqtype=COLLECT
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What’s happening at the 
old golf course? 
Many people will be aware that the development north of 
Bromham Road was always intended to include the old 
golf course.  Now that the developers’ flags have gone up it 
would appear that something may be about to happen. 
 The original approved planning application for a 
roundabout at the entrance to the site had lapsed and a new 
application has now been submitted, fortunately including a 
more pedestrian-friendly design. 
 The developers, Davidsons Homes, have a section on 
their website about the Bromham Road site that reads as 
follows: 
 

 ‘Davidsons Homes will soon be building a range of 
2, 3, 4 and 5 bedroom homes in the historic market town 
of Bedford. 
 The quaint town is home to a wealth of amenities 
including a local pub, sports centre, local shops and the 
local primary school which are all just a short distance 
from our development. Buyers can also take advantage 
of great commuter links here, with the Thameslink 
Railway getting you to St Pancras in under an hour. 
 At Davidsons, we draw inspiration from the towns 
and villages we build in, and our homes are crafted with 
traditional values. We firmly believe that the space 
around a home is just as important as the rooms we 
create within it, which is why our team of planners and 
architects consider themselves to be ‘placemakers’ – 
designing and creating communities like Davidsons at 
Bedford to be admired for generations to come. 
 Please note this site is not yet open and plans are at 
an early stage. Please register your interest to be kept up 
to date with the latest information.’ 

 
 This is the link: https://davidsonsgroup.co.uk/
developments/davidsons-at-bedford-bedfordshire/. 
 

Jean Gambold 
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What’s in a name? 
From an early age I knew I had been named Peter after a 
work colleague of my parents, a Spitfire pilot who died 
during the Second World War. They had a photograph of 
Peter clipped from a newspaper.  
 The years passed, life happened and this fact of my life 
rested on a shelf in life’s store 
cupboard until the 75th anniversary of 
the end of the War last year, during a 
pandemic with thousands of lives 
again being lost around the world, 
when it felt suddenly very important 
to try to learn more about Peter, how 
he died, where he rested.  
 Today’s technology means more 
information is more easily accessible 
now than ever before. What we 
discovered was a tragedy but also a 
tribute to love and the strength of the 
human spirit in times of adversity.  
 Peter, a Sergeant (Pilot) in 1 
Photographic Reconnaissance Unit, 
Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve, 
died 80 years ago on Saturday 3rd 
May 1941 just two weeks short of his 25th birthday and is 
buried in Soumagne Communal Cemetery, Arrondissement 
de Liege, Belgium, the only Commonwealth casualty of the 
Second World War buried in the cemetery.  
 On leaving school Peter joined his father and brother at 
the local brewing company, Bass, Ratcliff & Gretton. He 
had though always wanted to fly and, against his mother’s 
wishes, joined the Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve in 
1936 and learnt to fly.  
 In June 1939 Peter was called up for full-time service as 
Britain prepared for war. When his ground training was 
completed he joined 7 Operational Training Unit to fly 
Spitfires. The Battle of Britain was drawing to a close as 
Peter moved to his first operational fighter squadron, the 65 

(East India) Squadron, which 
moved to Kirton, Lincolnshire, in 
February 1941 where the squadron 
rested and trained replacement 
pilots while providing convoy 
protection patrols. 
 Such was the monotony, 
however, that Peter transferred to 
the 1 Photographic Reconnaissance 
Unit at RAF Benson in Oxfordshire 
‘to escape the boredom of 
patrolling the east coast’. In 1941 
the 1 PRU comprised four Spitfire 
flights, two based at Benson 
responsible for photographic 
reconnaissance over Germany, the 

Low Countries, part of France and Northern Italy.  
 The number of aircraft in each flight was usually some 
six long-range unarmed sky blue Spitfires, with eight or 
nine pilots in each flight. The pilots always flew alone, 
were given their targets and left to plan their routes and 
methods as they wished. They could be on their own in 
very cold conditions for five or six hours on longer sorties. 
 Saturday 3rd May 1941 dawned cloudless and remained 
fair with good visibility. Throughout the day 1 PRU flew 
out of Benson to photograph the industrial Ruhr Valley. 
Two Spitfires failed to return. 
 Peter was on only his second PRU sortie since 
transferring less than three weeks previously. He completed 
his mission over the Ruhr and began the journey back to 
base. Spitfire Voices: Life as a Spitfire Pilot in the Words of 
the Veterans by Dilip Sarkar records how Peter’s final 
flight ended.  
 His plane, Spitfire PRIII R6805, was seen in difficulties 
at 1.00 pm over the village of Soumagne. Its Merlin engine 
was heard by witnesses on the ground to be running very 

roughly. The plane was then seen spinning and the pilot 
baled out. As the village policeman, Leonard Melon, 
cycled to the scene villagers confirmed that the plane had 
crashed at 1.15pm near the hamlet of Maireux in a field 
owned by the Demollin-Spronck family. 
 The plane buried itself deep in the sloping field, and in 
an orchard some distance from the blazing wreckage 
Leonard found the body of the young pilot. Eyewitnesses 
told him that as the parachute descended both wings had 
suddenly been torn from the plane, one of them scything 
through the parachute’s shroud lines. The hapless pilot then 
plunged to earth, his descent unchecked. 
 Peter’s funeral took place on 5th May. The Germans 
refused permission for his burial in the local cemetery, so 
some 2,000 Belgian mourners, including 300 students from 
Liege University carrying wreaths in Belgian and British 
colours, accompanied the coffin covered by a Union Jack 
and floral tributes to the crash site.  
 Truckloads of Germans suddenly appeared, broke up 
the gathering, and confiscated the coffin. After the 
mourners had dispersed, the body was returned to Leonard 
to bury. Instead of doing so at the crash site, as instructed 
by the Germans, the policeman under cover of darkness 
interred Peter in the Spronck family plot in Soumagne 
Cemetery. 
 Peter’s parents visited Soumagne in 1948 and were told 
the full story by Monsieur Spronck, who presented them 
with their son’s flying helmet. Later the Commonwealth 
War Graves Commission decided Peter should be re-buried 
at a new communal war cemetery some distance away. The 
villagers and Peter’s father protested, and the Commission 
agreed Peter could remain at Soumagne provided he was 
given his own grave. 
 Peter was re-buried near the village’s memorial to their 
own war dead, with a kerbstone surround paid for by the 
village and the Commission headstone inscribed with the 
words This Was a Man, taken from Shakespeare’s Julius 
Caesar, a poignant and moving tribute: 
 

His life was gentle, and the elements 
So mix’d in him that Nature might stand up  
And say to all the world, ‘This was a man!’ 

 
 In 1988 Peter’s brother and family arriving 
unannounced in Soumagne were moved to discover fresh 
flowers on the immaculately kept grave. Each successive 
generation of children in Soumagne are told the story of 
‘their’ young pilot, whose courage and sacrifice 
represented hope in those terrible days of occupation. 
 I don’t know if my parents ever knew of the 
circumstances of Peter’s death: if so, they never talked 
about it. But they would have been comforted to know that 
after suffering a horrific death Peter rests in Belgium, 
honoured and cared for by the people of Soumagne.  

Peter Applewhite 

Peter’s grave, front left. 
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CORONAVIRUS 
SUPPORT NETWORK 

Need local help? Ring 01234 815393 or email 
help@biddenham.org.uk.  

 

Café B…  

 

18th May 
10.30 - 12 noon 

Village Hall 
  

The April event was held outdoors in 
beautiful sunshine and the mood was 

celebratory! We are very hopeful that we will 
be able to return to the Village Hall in May 
although this will depend on whether the 
government adheres to its timetable for 

easing restrictions from 17th May.  
 

If we are able to go ahead numbers will still 
be limited and booking will be essential - 
please phone Liz Watson on 345028 to 

reserve a place. 
 

If you gave your name to Maggie at the April 
Cafe there is no need to phone, although if 

you won’t be able to make it after all, please 
let us know. 

 
Let’s keep our fingers crossed! 

 
Cafe B Team 

Dr David George 
As reported last month, David died recently.  Our thanks to 
David’s wife, Jane for these words. 
David Michael George was born in North London in 1930 
to Welsh speaking parents. He was sent away to school at a 
young age but did not particularly enjoy the experience. He 
much preferred to be on his uncle’s farm in South Wales 
where he chose to spend most of his holidays, even cycling 
down there from London on occasions when he grew older. 
He was so happy there and it was in Wales he gained his 
love of the countryside and being at one with nature. 
 He qualified as a doctor at University College Hospital 
and joined the RAF to do his National Service in the Far 
East. His free time there was spent photographing plants 
and exploring the local villages on a Vespa. 
 Before he went abroad he had met his future wife, Jane 
at a University ‘hop’ and on his return they married and 
after a short time in Reading returned to Jane’s home town 
Bedford to join a medical practice in Queens Park. 
 Life was hard for General Practitioners 50 years ago; 
home visits, home births with babies inconveniently 
arriving at night, and without the benefits of mobile phones 
or computers!! They moved to Biddenham over 50 years 
ago where they brought up their family. 
 In retirement David was able to indulge fully in his 
hobbies of botany and photography and with these two 
joint passions was able to really enjoy village life. He 
started the conservation project in the churchyard, was 
involved with the Friends of Biddenham Pond and the 
footpaths. He recorded the flora in Cowslip Meadow, wrote 
a piece for the Biddenham History book and contributed to 
the ancient hedgerow survey for the County Council. He 
was also involved in the Great Britain Millennium survey 
of plants produced in 2000. He loved St James’s Church, 
was a sidesman until ill health forced him to give this up 
and true to his Welsh heritage sang lustily in the hymns on 
Sunday morning. 
 In later years as his family had moved to Sweden he 
was able to explore a new flora and compiled records and 
books of Swedish flora for his 3 grandchildren. 
 Latterly ill health prevented the dog walking, plant 
hunting and being in the countryside but he was always 
pleased to see visitors who brought him plants to identify. 

 

Don’t forget the Foodbank 
 

IN THESE DIFFICULT TIMES THE 
NEED IS URGENT 

 
You can find the latest list of items needed by Bedford 
food bank and details of how to make a financial donation 
at https://bedford.foodbank.org.uk/give-help/donate-food/ 

The Friends of St James’s 
Spring Quiz 
On Saturday 17th April The Friends of St James held their 
second online quiz night. We had a good attendance, with 
15 teams taking part thanks to the services of Zoom and 
Kahoot. Not only was it important to answer the multiple 
choice questions correctly, but the fastest answers 
generated the most points!  
 Over the five rounds the teams demonstrated particular 
strengths in recognising flags of the world - and also 
identifying biscuits from their crumbs!  Other rounds 
covered Spring, Sport and General Knowledge. The Fone 
family deserve a special mention for correctly identifying 
17 out of the 18 flags of the world. 
 While participation was free of charge, generous 
donations for the evening raised over £300 towards 
maintaining the fabric of St James’s Church, Biddenham, 
and its barn and churchyards.  
 If you are interested in supporting or joining The 
Friends of St James, please contact the secretary, Peter 
Leverkus, on 01234 353662 or email 
peter@leverkus.plus.com.   
 Thank you to everyone who took part and contributed. 
It was a successful and fun event! 

John Barkas 

mailto:help@biddenham.org.uk
tel:01234%20353662
mailto:peter@leverkus.plus.com
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This month in the garden 
This has been a slow spring with much of April continuing 
cold and dry. This has meant we have been able to enjoy 
the daffodils over an unusually long period but many 
things have been slow to get going and hard frosts have 
done some damage. Seeds that I sowed in my vegetable 
patch in the middle of March are just beginning to show a 
tiny bit of green here and there and the onion sets look 
much as they did when I planted them, and I am writing 
now in the third week of April. The ground is exceptionally 
dry after a long period with no appreciable rain and, unless 
things change soon, watering will be high on the job list for 
May.  You will need to pay particular attention to newly 
planted trees, shrubs and perennials, soft fruit and freshly 
sown areas. Established roses benefit from regular 
watering.  Concentrate on getting the water where it is 
most needed and, if you have time, use a hose at the base 
of plants rather than a sprinkler which waters 
indiscriminately. 
 If you have been able to start plants off under glass they 
should be ready for planting out during May but you need 

to wait until the risk of frost has passed, and that is likely to 
be at least the middle of the month. You will also need to 
harden plants off by putting them out for a few days in the 
open air during the day and bringing them back to shelter 
over night; this is where a cold frame comes into its own. 
This applies particularly to flowers such as dahlias and 
geraniums (pelargonium) and to vegetables like tomatoes 
(technically a fruit), cucumber and courgette. Plants bought 
from a garden centre or nursery need to be treated in the 
same way and that applies to anything that was under glass 
when you bought it, so it can include many annual bedding 
plants. Have horticultural fleece available so you can cover 
plants in the event of an unexpected late frost. 
 When you plant out dahlias, most will need staking and 
it is best to put the stake in the ground first so you don’t put 
the stake through a tuber. Reduce the new shoots to a 
maximum of three, or even just one, and nip out the tip of 
each shoot when it has a few leaves so that the plant will 
branch out. 
 Early flowering plants will have done their bit by now 
and some will need dead heading or pruning. If you haven’t 
done it already this includes dead heading daffodils and 
fertilising them. A granular feed like growmore is good for 
this. The flowering stems of shrubs such as forsythia and 
flowering currants should be cut back.   

 Primroses may well have developed new plantlets and 
these can be separated and planted on. If you are buying 
plants it is also worth checking to see if a sizeable plant can 
be divided so that you get more plants for your money. I 
have just bought a couple of candleabra primulas in pots 
and each divided into six separate little plants. 
 An annual application of manure or fertiliser in spring 
encourages good growth in flower borders and vegetable 
beds but some plants benefit from much more frequent 
feeding. Most plants grown in containers will do much 
better with a fortnightly application of a liquid feed of a 
fertiliser like Miracle-Gro and clematis thrive on that sort 
of frequency with tomato feed (so do tomatoes!).  Sea weed 
fertiliser is also popular nowadays. If you have acid or 
neutral soil and you grow camellias or rhododendron or 
azaleas these should be fed with a liquid fertiliser for acid 
loving plants, and you should use rainwater rather than tap 
water.  
 Owners of greenhouses should be ready to provide 
shading as the prospect of hot weather increases. A fairly 
cheap way of doing this is with a shading product which is 
diluted with water and painted on the outside of the 
greenhouse but it has to stay on whether the weather is hot 
or not. This can be removed by rubbing with newspaper 
when cooler weather returns.  More flexible types of 
shading material are available in the form of permanently 
fitted blinds or netting which can be spread over the glass 
and put up or taken down as needed. 
 It is beginning to look as if, at some point during the 
summer, we shall be able to welcome visitors to our 
gardens this year, so the effort you put into the garden will 
be appreciated by others as well as by you. Alleluia! 

Jeremy Arthern 

Dividing primulas 
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R J GASCOYNE 
THE PLUMBING, HEATING 

AND GAS COMPANY 
Boiler changes, system upgrades, 

bathrooms, fault finding, servicing, 
maintenance, gas safety & landlord 

certificates, repairs, all heating, 
plumbing, drainage and gas work 

undertaken. 
 

All from a friendly, reliable, trustworthy 
and professional engineer. 

 
Contact Ryan on 

TEL: 07980 209587  
or EMAIL 

We would usually be holding our Summer Event and 
AGM in early June, but I am sure that it will come as no 
surprise that this has again been cancelled due to Covid 
restrictions and uncertainties surrounding the safe holding 
of events. As happened last year, we will be sending to all 
Friends a copy of the Accounts for 2020 (that have been 
independently examined) and a Summary of Activities, as 
a formal update on our activities and financial position, and 
this will happen sometime in June.  
 Once again, we would like to thank Biddenham Parish 
Council for their on-going support, this time with a grant 
of £450 towards the purchase of a new shed, which will 
help us with our work at the pond. To make way for the 
new shed, we would like to thank the team of volunteers 
who got together over one weekend to move the reeds in 
the Triangle and re-position the old shed. Special thanks to 
Will Jenkin who laid the base for the shed to move onto 
and provided his trailer to remove the reeds. 
 Our regular volunteers have started the mowing around 
the pond and the first two sessions have gone well. All 
slots on the rota have now been taken, and we have one 
person on the reserve list, so thank you everyone.  
 We are hoping to hold a pond dipping session sometime 
in July (subject to whatever Covid restrictions are in place) 
at which everyone will be welcome. In the meantime, 
Chris has been down to the pond with his powerful torch 
and tells us that the wildlife is plentiful with many great 
crested newts in evidence.  
 The water level remains high with ducks and moorhens 
very much in evidence and enjoying themselves. Since this 
is the breeding season, please can we remind you to keep 
your dogs on a lead and not to allow them in the pond 
where they will disturb the birds. 
 Please take advantage of the spring weather and enjoy 
your walks by the pond.  

The Pond Team 
Contact Details 
Chris Jones       chrishj49@gmail.com 
Paul Godden     pgodden@btinternet.com 
Jane Knight      jane@80kltd.co.uk 
Cathy Eckett-Brown   ceckett@gmail.com 
Sophie Applewhite-Rees  dansop1@googlemail.com 
 
www.biddenhamvillagepond.wordpress.com 
www.facebook.com/biddenhamvillagepond 

mailto:chrishj49@gmail.com
mailto:pgodden@btinternet.com
mailto:jane@80kltd.co.uk
mailto:dansop1@googlemail.com
http://www.biddenhamvillagepond.wordpress.com
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Biddenham 
Parish Council 
Annual Parish 
Meeting 
April 2021 
This is my report for the Annual 
Parish meeting, held on 20th April 2021.  My sixth and last 
year as Parish Council chairman has seen some very 
significant issues, notably Coronavirus – of course – and 
the golf course land between us and Great Denham. 
 But first, I’d like to thank everyone for attending this 
year’s Annual Parish Meeting.  This, and the regular Parish 
Council meetings, all recently held in cyberspace, are 
intended to be a forum for debate and decisions about 
issues that matter to us, as a community. 
 When it comes to debating and deciding what to do, 
especially if tax-payers’ money is involved, the guidelines 
issued by Government are very clear: Parish Councils can 
only make decisions at designated Parish Council 
meetings.  The public are always welcome to attend, both 
to put forward their concerns and their views, and to 
observe us councillors deliberate and make decisions. 
 One thing people who attend Parish Council meetings 
notice is how limited our powers are.  We are often asked 
why we cannot stop a planning application from being 
approved, or change things like speed limits.  Sadly, a 
Parish Council has little more power than individual 
residents.  It’s true that our voice, as that which is 
considered to represent the village as a whole, has a certain 
influence beyond any one person.  But it is really the 
Borough Council which has the power, and this is why a 
lot of what we do involves lobbying them to understand 
our point of view, and pestering them to get certain things 

done. 
 So, if you have strong views on a given matter, then 
please attend our meetings. 
 And so, to the matters we have tackled this year. 
 When the first Coronavirus lockdown hit, we were keen 
to help other organisers, particularly those from St James’s 
Church, who were already taking up the challenge it 
presented.  We wanted a way in which the village 
community could help itself, and WhatsApp proved to be 
the best answer.  After my first ever socially distanced 
meeting in the Church Barn, we quickly helped set up a 
WhatsApp group for every street (or small group of 
streets).  We also set up an email system which, for a short 
time, was monitored on a rota basis, and likewise a 
helpline number.  These are still in place today, and have 
cost very little.  It’s not as if we have had hundreds of calls 
or messages, but even for the few we have had, I feel we 
can be proud of the response. 
 We also purchased our own subscription to Zoom, and 
all PC meetings have been held using this facility since. 
Golf Course land 
 The biggest new issue of the year has undoubtedly been 
the move by the Wingfield “Old Ford End trust” to 
forcibly terminate the Great Denham golf club lease.  In 
the process this killed a successful business, putting several 
people out of work, left two significant properties empty, 
took the heart out of what was always billed as a “golf 
village” and denied the public a valued sports facility.  In 
its place, the land is being left fallow, with occasional 
sheep grazing.  This is intended, we believe, to ensure the 
land is deemed valueless so as to provide its owners with 
inheritance tax relief. 
 Along with members of the community, we have 
appealed to the trust, via their representatives “Bidwells”, 
to use the land as originally intended.  We met with the 
mayor of Bedford, our MP Richard Fuller, and held talks 
with Great Denham Parish Council and members of their 
community.  There is deep concern that, ultimately, the 
landowner will seek to build houses on the land, robbing 
the town of Bedford one of its few substantial urban green 
spaces.  As we saw with the land off Gold Lane, if a 
developer can put forward a case for public benefits in 
providing housing and construction jobs, this often trumps 
the value of land as an open, community asset.  Even 
though I’m sure we’d all agree such land is needed, where 
people can escape the urban sprawl for much-needed 
mental relief and physical exercise. 
 As things now stand, we await the post-Brexit 
government policy on farming subsidies that will replace 
the Common Agricultural Policy.  This will seek to trade 
public money for community and ecological benefits.  It 
may yet persuade landowners such as the Wingfield family 
to do something better with the land than leaving it as 
scrub. 
Traffic 
 Back in the autumn of 2019, we agreed to a suggestion 
from Bryan Glasper who lives off Gold Lane to buy a 
speed indication device, or SID.  This is the sign that lights 
up with either a smiley or frowning face, depending on the 
speed you are travelling in your car.  Cleverer still, it logs 
the speed of traffic in either direction, and so can be used 
to tell whether it is, of itself, having any effect. 
 Having calmed things somewhat in Gold Lane, we 
moved SID to Biddenham Turn in the autumn of 2020, and 
since then it’s moved again, after Christmas, to Bromham 
Road.  The device has provided us with very useful 
information on both traffic volumes and speeds people are 
driving at.  Having seen the data from Bromham Road, 
there is little to argue that something must be done.  Nearly 
a half of all cars are speeding, and some nutters are using 
Bromham Road as a race track, doing speeds of over 70 
miles per hour. 
 All this has led us to move to consider an average speed 
camera system for the village.  We are also, however, still 
working with Borough to make the signage of the 30 mile 
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per hour zone along Bromham Road more obvious, and 
also looking at putting in up to three crossing “refuges”, 
along with the new roundabout that will be built just east 
of the Day’s Lane exit.  All of these things should make a 
difference, and improve the safety of pedestrians and 
cyclists. 
Gold Lane 
 I will just say, since it would be odd if I didn’t, that 
there has been little we can do about the new houses to be 
built west of Gold Lane.  We already fought, and lost, in 
2018 to stop the outline planning permission and the crazy 
idea of entering the new estate just south of the Gold Lane 
junction with Deep Spinney.  Now archaeology and earth 
moving has begun in earnest, I’m afraid there is little we 
can do.  A suggestion to improve the access junction was 
rejected by the developer, so we are now entirely in the 
hands of Borough.  They may yet be able to influence 
some minor aspects of the build.  
 Finally, the Parish Council’s finances are in good 
health.  We have reserves in the bank of around £50,000.  
Considering our precept is £47,000, and other income 
brings this up to around £52,000, we are holding about one 
year’s worth of expenditure in reserve.  This is quite 
reasonable and can be used to pay for planned works or 
unforeseen expenses. 
 We are grateful for everyone’s support.  As your Parish 
Council we will continue to hear your concerns, be 
proactive, and use the limited influence granted to us. 
 I’d like to thank all my fellow Councillors, our two 
Borough Councillors, Jon and Roger, and our clerks, most 
recently David Brough, for their great commitment and 
effort. 

Peter Chase 
Chairman 

Next meeting - Tuesday 18th May, 7.30pm via Zoom 
 Members of the public can participate by going to 
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/524544164 on their computer, 
tablet or smartphone.  
 Alternatively, use a phone to ring 0208 080 6592 and 
then use its keypad to enter the code 687 728 5966 
followed by the # key.  Calls are national rate, I’m afraid. 

 

Peter Chase who is retiring 
as Chairman of the Parish 
Council after six years.  

https://us04web.zoom.us/j/524544164
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The Three Tuns 
The Three Tuns re-opened in April under the new 
regulations which allow socially distanced visits for food 
and drink in the garden.  Table service is mandatory and 
groups need to follow the rule of 6 or 2 households. Masks 
must be worn if venturing inside for the toilets or any other 
reason.  These rules will be in force until at least 17th May. 
 One of the Biddenham Show marquees has been 
deployed, in return for a donation to Show funds, so rain is 
not a problem though cold certainly can be.  The message 
is ‘wrap up warm’. 
 Opening hours are restricted and food is available only 
between Wednesday and Sunday as follows: 
Weds-Sat 12.00pm-3.00pm; 4.30pm-7.00pm 
Sun 12.00pm-3.00pm   
 Please book on 01234 354847. 
 The menu is as shown on the boards. 

Jean Gambold 

May Day 
May Day is not what it used to be.  As a child I remember 
a May Queen being selected and we all dressed up to 
parade and dance round the maypole.  Now, it’s a bank 
holiday where we all shiver and wonder if it’s too soon to 
have a barbeque. 
 ‘Biddenham Through The Ages’ recounts that the old 
May Day celebrations died out here by the end of the 
nineteenth century.  Prior to that young people would go 
round the village singing and dancing, carrying garlands of 
flowers.  In addition, ‘if anyone misbehaved, the villagers 
formed a procession at one end of the village equipped 
with drums, tin cans, whistles and noisy instruments. An 
effigy was made of the offending person, which was 
carried in procession and burnt outside the miscreant’s 
door to the ‘music’ of the band.’ 
 Perhaps it’s as well that times have changed! 

Jean Gambold 

An Edwardian Maypole 
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Biddenham Gardeners 
Association 
Distinctive containers 

We were so pleased to welcome Kathy Brown to our 
Zoom meeting on 20th April.  We were looking forward to 
her talk as Kathy is well known to us. She lives at The 
Manor House in Stevington and many of us have visited 
her four acre garden as it is open to the public on certain 
days during the year.  Kathy is also well known for her 
exceptional and indeed, distinctive container gardening. 

So, a treat was in store and we were not disappointed.  
Kathy explained that she has been growing plants in pots, 
window boxes and hanging baskets for many years and, 
when living in London, she set up a weekend business, 
with a friend, planting containers for customers.  Out of 
this a book was born showing recipes for each container 
detailing the type and how many of each plant per 
container, so that people could achieve success with their 
own efforts. 

When planting a container there are three important 
points to remember.  Good drainage, good compost and the 
right plants for sunny or shady spots.  Kathy gave us lots 
of top tips.  Hardy plants, which will remain for a few 
years are best served with John Innes No 2 combined with 
grit.  Glazed pots provide better frost protection than 
terracotta.  Plastic pots inside terracotta or glazed pots are 
easy to replace throughout the seasons.  Broad, flat 
bottomed pots provide greater stability and one can always 
place a brick in the bottom if a tall plant is liable to be 
blown over.  Straight sides are easier to manage if one 
needs to remove a plant with vigorous root growth like an 
agave or agapanthus.  Some plastic pots come with a water 
reservoir.  Glazed pots retain moisture.  With very large 
pots put a smaller pot in the top - this will save on 
compost. 

Kathy was keen that we should look at the shapes we 
are creating through the use of different plants and foliage.  
She suggested that we raise pots onto a table, a bench or a 
wall or use metal supports to bring the plant closer to eye 
level.  In her own garden Kathy uses repetition planting 
with groups of small pots for added impact.  She uses egg 
shells for house leeks and lifts snowdrops, fritillaria and 
other plants growing in the garden to enhance her pots. 

Kathy showed the use of cornus sticks and off-cuts 
from heucheras to add interest.  Fritillaries, violets and 
primroses do well in containers and provide a lovely wild 
planting scheme.  In terms of small narcissus Kathy 
recommended February Gold, RipVan Winkle, Minnow 
and Topolino.  These were underplanted with bellis 
daisies, anemone blanda and chionodox.  Kathy planted 
London Pride around the edge of pots containing narcissus 
to extend the interest of the pot through the growing 
season.   

Ferns and grasses do well in pots.  Carex Evergold 
grass looked stunning when planted with snowdrops.  

Hakonechloa macra “Aureola” in a hanging basket in a 
sunny position takes on a golden hue.  Hostas and ferns 
placed high up give added interest in a garden.  Lavender 
and thyme in shallow pots in the sun, edible flowers in 
hanging baskets, Lilium Regale underplanted with heuchera 
- the ideas just keep coming.  Kathy didn’t forget to 
mention the dreaded vine weevil whose grubs particularly 
enjoy heucheras - nematodes or Provado will help to 
control them. 

There were lots of questions for Kathy as everyone 
loves pots and containers.  Many thanks to her for 
providing us with a wealth of new ideas, new plants and 
new combinations. 
 Please join us next month on 18th May, on Zoom of 
course, when Colin Ward will be telling us everything we 
need to know about ferns.  Details can be found on our 
website.  As usual this meeting will be open to all members 
and visitors.  

Linda Truscott 
 
New members and visitors are always welcome.  For more 
information contact: Linda Truscott on 01234 270747 
www.biddenhamgardenersassociation.org.uk 

An unusual container in Kathy’s garden as shown on her 
Instagram page.   
 She writes ‘Chandelier Gardening: these hyacinths 
have opened very slowly over the last three weeks. They 
have a terrific scent. All I need is a balmy evening to light 
the candles!!!’ 

http://www.biddenhamgardenersassociation.org.uk
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Welcome Packs for  
New Biddenham Residents 

Contact Richard Church  Tel: 214805 

 

The Loop 
Editor    Jean Gambold   Tel  349849 

Proof Reader Jacqui Piper    Tel  356993 

Advertising  Clare Sugars    Tel  355262 
Subscriptions Richard Harris   Tel  210434 
Distribution  Rosemary Harris  Tel  210434 

All June articles, preferably by e-mail in Word 
format, to loopeditor@gmail.com 

or to 22 Day’s Lane and adverts to 3 Queen’s Close  
(cj.sugars@talktalk.net) by  

Wednesday 19th May please. 
 

The views expressed in ‘The Loop’ by 
various community groups do not 
necessarily represent the views of St 
James's Church or the Parochial 
Church Council. 

 

Hall Booking Details 
 
Biddenham Village Hall 
From the Village Hall website you can check availability 
on the diary, look at the facilities and fill in a booking 
form. Contact details for regular events are also there. 
www.biddenhamvillagehall.org.uk  
 
Church Barn 
Contact the Booking Officer, Jan Burns on 344019 or 
janburns@gmx.com if you would like to hire the barn.  
Smaller than the Village Hall, it is ideal for a small party 
or meeting. 
 
Pavilion 
The hall is available for children's parties, anniversary 
lunches, christening receptions, meetings etc. We can also 
hire the small upstairs meeting room which has tea and 
coffee making facilities. 
Booking enquiries to biddenhampavilion@hotmail.co.uk 
or Debs Slade on 07808 579330. 
 
Great Denham Community Hall 
www.greatdenhamcommunityhall.co.uk 

The Friends of St James 
- the charity which helps conserve 
the church, churchyard and barn 
for future generations  
 

Membership  Peter Leverkus   Tel: 353662 
Treasurer   Paul Fricker    Tel: 342843 

 

What’s On? 
May 
Sat 1 May  12.35pm-12.55pm, Mobile Library, Great 
     Denham Community Centre, see p6 
Sun 2 May  9.30am, Service at St James’s 
     11.00am, Zoom service, see below 
Mon 3 May  9.00am, Morning Prayers, Zoom, see 
      below 
Wed 5 May  6.00pm, Zoom service, see below 
Thu 6 May  Mobile Library, Biddenham, see p6 
Sun 9 May  9.30am, Service at All Saints 
     11.00am, Zoom service, see below 
Mon 10 May 9.00am, Morning Prayers, Zoom, see 
      below 
Wed 12 May 6.00pm, Zoom service, see below 
Sat 15 May  12.35pm-12.55pm, Mobile Library, Great 
     Denham Community Centre, see p6 
Sun 16 May  9.30am, Service at St James’s 
     11.00am, Zoom service, see below 
Mon 17 May 9.00am, Morning Prayers, Zoom, see 
      below 
Tue 18 May  10.30am-12.00pm, Café B, Biddenham 
     Village Hall, see p9 
Tue 18 May  7.30pm, Biddenham Parish Council via  
     Zoom, see p13 
Tue 18 May  7.30pm, Biddenham Gardeners  
     Association via Zoom, see p15 
Wed 19 May 6.00pm, Zoom service, see below 
Wed 19 May St James’s Church Annual Meetings via  
     Zoom, 7.30pm, see p3  
Thu 20 May  Mobile Library, Biddenham, see p6 
Sun 23 May  9.30am, Service at All Saints 
     11.00am, Zoom service, see below 
Mon 24 May 9.00am, Morning Prayers, Zoom, see 
      below 
Wed 26 May 6.00pm, Zoom service, see below 
Sat 29 May  12.35pm-12.55pm, Mobile Library, Great 
     Denham Community Centre, see p6 
Sun 30 May  9.30am, Service at St James’s 
     11.00am, Zoom service, see below 

June 
Fri 4 Jun   Charity Golf Day, see p13 

You can access Zoom church services and St James’s 
Annual Meetings by entering meeting ID 998 074 6039. 

Biddenham Cricket club fixtures are on page 5. 

mailto:biddenhampavilion@hotmail.co.uk

