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        The Loop  
             

                 

‘The Loop’ is published by the Parish Church of St James as a service 
to the communities of Biddenham and Great Denham  

The editor welcomes contributions from residents and friends via email to 
loopeditor@gmail.com 

CORONAVIRUS 
SUPPORT NETWORK 

Need local help? Ring 01234 815393 or email 
help@biddenham.org.uk.  

Services to resume at St 
James’s 
Easter weekend will be a truly special weekend for our 
Church this year as it will see our Church Building opening 
for the first time this year.  The Church will be open for 
periods of private prayer on both Good Friday and Easter 
Sunday and for a small service at 8.45am on Easter 
Sunday.   
 Following this, we will be resuming the 9.30am 
services in church on alternate weeks, starting on Sunday 
18th April.  As last Summer, these will be short, simple, 
services either in church or in the churchyard, depending 
on the weather.   
 Numbers for all these will unfortunately need to be 
limited in order to maintain social distancing.  If you plan 
to attend these services, please wear a mask (unless you are 
exempt) and follow the one-way systems in the churchyard 
and church.  You will be asked to sanitise your hands on 
entering and leaving the church, and to maintain social 
distancing throughout.  We also ask you not to congregate 
in the churchyard before or after the services.  Members of 
our sidesmen team will be on hand to help you at all times.  
 Our 11.00am weekly services on Zoom will also 
continue and you can access these through Zoom by 
entering meeting ID 998 074 6039.  
 We very much look forward to welcoming you to these 
services.  

Jacqui Piper 
PCC Secretary 

St James’s Church gates decorated for Mothering Sunday.  
For details see page 11. 

As rules relax; we open 
up 
As reported above, the church building will soon re-open.  
Biddenham Village Hall is starting to open (see page 9) and 
there is hope that Café B can operate again (see page 9). 
Biddenham Cricket Club is making plans for the new sea-
son (see page 7). 
 The 3 Tuns hopes to open again in April, probably only 
in the garden.   
 And we are finally able to deliver The Loop magazine 
to those who prefer hard copies. 
 For the time being, everything else seems to be on hold 
but we hope that soon everything will be back to something 
approaching normality. 
 As those who have been shielding for a year emerge, 
it’s going to feel pretty strange. 
 We welcome your thoughts and reflections on the last 
year.  Please email me on loopeditor@gmail.com. 

Jean Gambold 
Editor 

mailto:help@biddenham.org.uk


2 

The Parish Church of  
St James, serving Biddenham & 

Great Denham 
Vicar   Rev Eric Lomax     Tel: 328452 
    rev.ejlomax@gmail.com 
Readers  Christopher Dawe    Tel  363890 
    Paul Fricker      Tel  342843 
Churchwardens 
    Laurie Hurn      Tel  364251 
    Lois Price       Tel  961826 
Verger   Hilary Hurn      Tel  364251 
Secretary  Jacqui Piper      Tel  356993 
Treasurer  Michael Hurford     Tel  271746 

Organist/Choirmaster Graham Weeks  Tel  07552 052840  

www.stjamesbiddenham.com 

 

Letter from the 
Vicar 
Dear All 
 I am sure you all know about the 
great catastrophe of 1918. I am 
referring, of course, to the outbreak 
of the Avian flu, known as the 
H1N1 virus. The First World War 
that resulted in over 50 million 
deaths globally, created huge 
population and military personnel movements and this 
allowed for an extensive transmission of a virus known as 
the Spanish Flu. It is believed that around a third of the 
world’s population was eventually infected by it and the 
number of fatalities from the H1N1 infection at least 
matched the numbers who had died as a direct consequence 
of the war. 
 Many countries went into lockdown including the use of 
masks and the banning of social gatherings. In the UK, the 
response was more sedate. Women, of course, with their 
only truly recognised merits being their physical 
attractiveness, were discouraged by some papers from 
wearing ugly masks and bells were discouraged at funerals 
because people were encouraged to remain positive. Unlike 
in France, schools were only closed because of staff 
absences and churches remained open because in a crisis 
people needed to turn to religion rather than being excluded 
from it. Still, there was a serious social and psychological 
impact and the combination of pandemic and post-war 
years was significantly worse than what we are 
experiencing. 
 The final wave of the Spanish Flu eventually subsided in 
1920, just over a hundred years ago. What followed this 
and the horrors of the First World War was a decade of 
creativity and social change which we call the roaring 
twenties. It could well and truly be described as a kind of 
social resurrection in which cultural norms were turned on 
their heads. There was a revolution in transport, music with 
the popularity of jazz, new creative movements such as 
surrealism, expressionism and art deco and of course the 
rise of cinema. Equally, there was a new era in sexual 

liberty and equality. The reason for all of these 
developments is complex, but it could be argued that the 
consequence of social restriction, suffering and austerity is 
a new, redefined and re-evaluated social and creative 
infrastructure. 
 Because of my background, I have had a particular 
affinity to the creative industry. It has been sad for us 
watching how the arts, particularly live music and theatre 
have been affected by the Covid crisis. I spoke to a 
performer friend of mine recently, because his theatrical 
career has been deeply affected by the Covid crisis. His 
career stretches right back to the 70s when he played a 
minor part in one of the original Star Wars films but, as he 
once put it to me, that says nothing about his acting ability. 
Jack confirmed that with the closure of theatres it has been 
difficult, but he also pointed out that times like this present 
people in his industry with lots of new creative 
opportunities. 
 What he said could apply as easily to the church. Most 
of the year our doors have been closed but our new online 
presence has already provided opportunities to meet new 
people. I must say that the churches have become rigid and 
unyielding over the years. Even new strategies for growth, 
mission and spirituality have simply reflected the soulless 
glossy commercialism of our time. Now the world has 
changed and we must look at new ways of being the 
presence of Christ in our communities. As we approach 
Easter, we will be seeking God’s guidance on how we 
should do this. The crisis is opening up a new field for the 
seeds of change. 
 On Easter Sunday we will be carrying the light of 
Christ’s resurrection into our church, in the expectation that 
the risen Christ will breathe new life in our community, 
and our world. It is my belief that the Lord Jesus Christ is 
risen, and as a people of faith, we will rise with him. 
 Wishing you a very happy Easter 

Eric 

 

Don’t forget the Foodbank 
 

IN THESE DIFFICULT TIMES THE 
NEED IS URGENT 

 
You can find the latest list of items needed by Bedford 
food bank and details of how to make a financial donation 
at https://bedford.foodbank.org.uk/give-help/donate-food/ 

A familiar sight, but in 1918. 
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R J GASCOYNE 
THE PLUMBING, HEATING 

AND GAS COMPANY 
Boiler changes, system upgrades, 

bathrooms, fault finding, servicing, 
maintenance, gas safety & landlord 

certificates, repairs, all heating, 
plumbing, drainage and gas work 

undertaken. 
 

All from a friendly, reliable, trustworthy 
and professional engineer. 

 
Contact Ryan on 

TEL: 07980 209587  
or EMAIL 

St James’s church 
Annual Meetings and 
Electoral Roll 
This year’s Annual Meetings are now in the diary for 
Wednesday 19th May at 7.30pm.  Unfortunately, it is likely 
that these will once again need to be held online via Zoom 
but we will update you on this nearer the time.  As is usual 
at these meetings we will be holding elections for Church 
Wardens, Deputy Church Wardens, PCC Members and 
Diocesan Synod Representatives.   
 Prior to the meetings, we need to review our Electoral 
Roll.  The Electoral Roll of the Church is akin to a 
membership list.  It records those individuals who regularly 
worship at the Church (or who would normally worship 
there but haven’t been able to recently, as is currently the 
case for many people) and who consider themselves part of 
the Church.  Being on the Electoral Roll demonstrates your 
commitment to St James’s and your willingness to be 
involved in the life of St James’s.  It also allows you to 
speak and vote at the Annual Meetings and be considered 
for one of the above roles.  
 If you are not currently on the Electoral Roll for St 
James’s, but would like to be, or if you would like to find 
out more about being a Churchwarden, Deputy 
Churchwarden, PCC Member or Diocesan Synod 
Representative, do please get in touch with me at 
stjameschurchbiddenham@gmail.com or on 356993.  

Jacqui Piper 
PCC Secretary 

Please note: The Maundy Thursday 11.00am service has 
unfortunately had to be cancelled. 

mailto:stjameschurchbiddenham@gmail.com
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Farm Shop 
Manor Farm, High Street, Stagsden, Beds 

(01234) 822330  
www.brownsofstagsden.co.uk 

 

HOME REARED  & LOCALLY PRODUCED  
MEAT, POULTRY, GAME, SEASONAL VEGETABLES, EGGS & MILK.  

 

HOMEMADE PREMIUM QUALITY BURGERS & SAUSAGES 
 

REGIONAL CHEESES, HAM, PIES, JAMS, SAUCES, OILS & MORE 
 

Tuesday - Thursday 9am – 5pm, Fri 9am – 6pm and Sat 9am -4pm 

Joyce Cashman 
We are rather late in reporting the death of Joyce Cashman 
a year ago but are grateful to Mary McKeown for letting us 
know and Joyce’s daughter Celia for the obituary. 
 Aileen Joyce Cashman, a Biddenham resident for 60 
years, passed away peacefully on 22nd April 2020. For the 
final year of her life she had been living in a care home in 
Sheffield, close to her daughter. Happily, she was able to 
meet her first great-grand-daughter, and celebrate her 100th 
birthday with friends and family shortly before she died. 
 Joyce was well known to many in Biddenham. She and 
her husband Bernard, together with daughter Celia and son 
Peter, moved into Church End in 1960. She worked as a 
doctor first at Bromham Hospital, at that time a long stay 
hospital for people with learning disabilities, and later as a 
geriatrician at Bedford Hospital’s North Wing.  
 Joyce was born in Shimla, India and lived there until 
1947. She joined the British Army Medical Corps, where 
she met Bernard, and on coming to England they lived first 
in London and then Borehamwood, before coming to 
Biddenham.  
 She had a great many interests outside of work including 
dressmaking and knitting; all the arts, especially classical 
music and theatre; reading; local history; current affairs; 
riding; and gardening. Late in life she developed a love of 
swimming, and into her 80s she was still a member of the 
celebrated Synchronised Swimming group in Bedford. 
Throughout her life she was passionate about the 
environment, and well before re-wilding became popular, 
in the garden at 25 Church End there was always a rough 
patch of long grass kept for the benefit of pollinators and 
other wildlife. 
 She was a member of the Biddenham Society, and the 
Friends of St James's Church, and was involved in many of 
the local activities in Biddenham.  She greatly enjoyed the 
annual Biddenham Walk, once or twice in her later years 
even joining the walk on her mobility scooter.  
 It is intended that, once Covid regulations can be 
relaxed, a memorial service for Joyce will be held in St 
James's Church. 
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Chris Jones, Acting Chairman was invited to speak on 
behalf of The Friends at the February meeting of the Parish 
Council. This provided an opportunity to present a strong 
case for the village pond regarding some important issues, 
with representatives from Dandara Homes and agents 
Bidwells being present. 
 Chris raised the status of the former arable field 
immediately to the north of the pond, which is now in the 
Landscape and Ecological Management Plan (LEAP) 
designated a Great Crested Newt Mitigation Site (NMS) 
with fencing and additional scrub planting to prevent 
access to the pond by people and dogs. As our most 
important amphibian, the great crested newt can migrate up 
to 500m and the designated field is only about 220m at its 
widest, so we asked if the whole field could have NMS 
status and called for dog restrictions in this area (except 
assistance dogs). 
 Secondly the question of hydrology was raised 
regarding the impact of the new housing development on 
the water levels in the pond. Although outside the 
development area the pond will be directly affected, yet the 
LEAP submitted to the Borough Council makes no direct 
reference to it nor includes any mitigating proposals to 
ensure that the pond continues to survive as an ecologically 
important and well-loved village amenity. 
 We thank the Parish Council for the opportunity to 
express our concerns directly, and we have also responded 
formally to the Borough Council about the LEAP which is 
part of the reserved matters planning application for the 
Gold Lane housing development.  
 Back to more practical matters and via the Borough 
Council we have been provided with MOT aggregate 
which has been used to fill in the holes by both gates and 
cover a long section of mud on the path from Gold Lane. 
Although uneven, this will bed in from normal footfall. 
 The grass mowing rota starts again week commencing 
Monday 29th March and will continue until mid-
September. At the same time as mowing our volunteers 
also remove the rubbish from the metal bin, and so we 
again request that people visiting the pond take any glass 
bottles home with them for recycling. We would also like 
to thank our mowing volunteers who do a great job in 
keeping the pond looking tidy for our visitors. 
 All this rain continues to be positive for the water level 
in the pond – enjoy your walks! 

The Pond Team 
Contact Details 
Chris Jones       chrishj49@gmail.com 
Paul Godden     pgodden@btinternet.com 
Jane Knight      jane@80kltd.co.uk 
Cathy Eckett-Brown   ceckett@gmail.com 
Sophie Applewhite-Rees  dansop1@googlemail.com 
 
www.biddenhamvillagepond.wordpress.com 
www.facebook.com/biddenhamvillagepond Archaeology at Gold Lane 

The builder’s flags are flying at Gold Lane and there are 
some very large diggers in action.  At this stage, they are 
engaged in the archaeological investigation of the site and 
this will continue for some months.   
 See the Parish Council report on page 14 for more 
information on the development. 

Day’s Lane in Edwardian 
days. 
This photograph, found by Peter Carter of Day’s Lane, 
shows the Lane from approximately where my house is 
now in around 1920.  It’s an interesting reminder that most 
of us who live in the parish are living on developed 
agricultural land. 
 The semis in the foreground are numbers 33 and 35, the 
Edwardian cottages behind are numbers 21-27.  The 
buildings on the far left are part of Grange Farm. 

Jean Gambold 

mailto:chrishj49@gmail.com
mailto:pgodden@btinternet.com
mailto:jane@80kltd.co.uk
mailto:dansop1@googlemail.com
http://www.biddenhamvillagepond.wordpress.com
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Biddenham History 
Society 
Walter ‘Paddy’ Church 
The British Library holds the archive of Peter Kennedy 
1922 – 2006, who throughout his life was deeply involved 
with collecting, researching and publishing British and 
Irish folk and traditional music and customs. He worked 
independently and also for the BBC and the English Folk 
Dance and Song Society. He recorded hundreds of 
musicians around the UK and Ireland between the 1950s 
and 2000s and much of this archive has been digitised, so it 
can be accessed online today. 
 According to the Women’s Institute Scrapbook for 
1956, on 22nd October 1952, Peter Kennedy, who was then 
working for the BBC, visited Biddenham ‘with his 
recording apparatus.’ He called upon Walter Church who 
was then in his eighties and living in a cottage on Church 
Row, Biddenham. ‘Mr Kennedy had purposely made his 
visit an unexpected one.’ Walter Church gave him a 
repertoire of folk songs including the Bromham May song. 
 Walter Church was described in the Women’s Institute 
Scrapbook as a ‘village character, who was known as 
Paddy.’ He was a very quiet man, except when he was 
singing! He spent most of his long life in and around the 
meadows, ploughland and cowsheds of Bromham and 
Biddenham.  

 He was born in 
Bromham in 1872 and 
when he was 9 years old, 
he started work driving a 
plough for Mr Rogers of 
Mollivers Farm. He was 
paid ninepence a week. He 
went on to work for Mr 
Hilton and Mr Thomas 
Cranfield, before aged 16 
going to Canada to work 
for an uncle who farmed in 
Ontario. He was nervous 
about the journey as he had 
never been on a train 

before or seen a ship. He sailed on the ‘Siberia’, an old 
ship, which was on her last voyage. He was sick most of 
the way. 

 Paddy later told one of the compilers of the Scrapbook 
that there was nobody to meet him when he arrived in 
Canada and he was lucky to encounter a friendly man with 
a wagon, who drove him the twelve miles to his uncle’s 
house. He stayed in Canada for 9 years; working for his 
uncle for over 5 years and a neighbouring farmer for 
another 3 years. He was up at 2.30am to milk at least 10 
cows before breakfast. It was a hard life, but he thought 

Canada was a glorious country.  
 However, Paddy got increasingly homesick for the 
pastures of Bromham and the nightingale singing in 
Mollivers Wood. He saved up enough money to pay his 
passage home. He went 
back to work for Ben 
Hawkins at Mollivers 
Farm, where he started 
work as a young lad. He 
had had his adventure and 
now settled in Bromham 
and Biddenham until he 
died on 13th September 
1955.  He loved his home 
area and luckily lived 
long enough to keep its 
traditions alive for a very 
different world and way 
of life.  

Kathy Fricker 
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Nick Sleap 
Proprietor 

 
N.A.Sleap Plumbing & Heating 

7 Ison Close  
Biddenham,  

Beds MK40 4BH 
 

Tel: 01234 959472 
Mob: 07990 598154 

Email: nicksleap@live.co.uk 

 
 
Biddenham 
Cricket Club 
 
The Club’s first “Annual” General Meeting for 2 years was 
held via Zoom on Sunday 21st February. Reports were 
received on the shortened season in 2020 when matches 
were possible only between July and early September.  No 
junior training had been possible due to the Covid 
pandemic, but around 20 internal friendlies and friendlies 
against other clubs were possible.  10 senior matches were 
possible, mostly in the local competition organised by 
Elstow CC.   
 After over 10 years as captain of the Saturday team, 
David Morrish has stepped down as captain.  David joined 
Biddenham CC in 1995 as a teenager, and the club has 
benefitted greatly from his contribution over the years, not 
least the 2 years when he captained the Sunday 
Development XI that included many players who went on 
to participate effectively in the senior teams. 
 Other changes announced at the AGM were that Maija 
Bissett had stepped down as Club Welfare Officer.  We are 
grateful for her years of efficient guidance and hard work.  
Former Club Chairman Peter Marks has retired as Parish 
Council Liaison and a vote of thanks was recorded for 
Judith O’Quinn who has retired as 100 Club organiser after 
15 years of dedicated work.  James Gardner will take on 
the administration of the 100 Club.   The aim is to re-start 
the 100 Club in May 2021 after it was suspended in 2020 
as a result of the pandemic. 
 Thanks were recorded for David Watson for his work to 
achieve a consistently high standard both of pitches, and 
the ground in general that provides an excellent centre 
point for the village in the summer for all to enjoy.  This 
was particularly noticeable in May and June 2020 when the 
Pavilion Field became a focal point for the village during 
the Covid lockdown.   For 2021 we are grateful for the 
support from Councillors Jon Gambold and Roger Rigby 
plus Biddenham Parish Council to obtain a replacement 
mower for the field. This will enable the Pavilion Field to 
be maintained at the current high standard. 
 The club continues to be grateful for the support it 
receives from the Biddenham Parish Council, particularly 
through the challenges of 2020 where the co-operation and 
organisation at the pavilion by Deborah Slade and the 
“cleaning team” enabled the club to play a significant 
number of matches. 
 The meeting moved on to elect the club’s committee - 
the full list of club officers for 2021 is as follows: 
 

Chairman        Glenn Taylor 
Vice Chairman       Dr TJ Gill 
Youth Chairman      Chris Spurgeon 
Secretary         Richard Ebbs  
Club Captain       Gary Linton-Walls 
Saturday Captain      Currently vacant  
Sunday League Captain    Will Lowerson  
Club Welfare Officer     Joe Derilo 
Ground Manager       David Watson  
Cricket Secretary & Treasurer  Richard Fone 
Parish Council Liaison(s)    Glenn Taylor  
           & Chris Spurgeon  
Membership Secretary    Sam Jones 
Sponsorship and Social Secretary James Gardner 

 
 The May report will include more details of plans for 
the new season.  At the time of writing we await guidance 
from the England and Wales Cricket Board as to which 
activities will be possible after 29th March, and what form 

these will take.  The leagues have provided a full season’s 
fixture list for both the seniors and juniors. We will 
however not be participating in the adult midweek league 
in 2021.  This is mainly because we need to provide a 
greater proportion of the available pitches to the junior 
section of the club where numbers have steadily increased 
over the last 3 or 4 years. 
 Information on junior training will be emailed to 
existing members shortly and also posted on the 
Biddenham CC website.  
 The club plans to run 6 junior teams in 2021, U9s, two 
U11 teams, two U13 teams and U15s.  All teams have 
fixtures in the Bedfordshire Youth League.  Details of all 
the club’s home games up to the end of May will be 
included in next month’s Loop assuming that these can be 
held under the prevailing regulations at the time. 
 As always, the junior training and significant number of 
matches to be played before the end of July require detailed 
preparation and planning.  We are very lucky to have a 
committed group of volunteers under the supervision of 
Chris Spurgeon.  With the numbers of juniors we have, all 
help is much appreciated.    
 If anyone feels that they would like to become involved 
in helping with the junior section of the club, please contact 
me or Chris Spurgeon.  A separate DBS certificate from the 
England and Wales Cricket Board will be required to be 
obtained by anyone wishing to become involved.   This is 
now a much-improved online process and details can be 
provided on how to access this. 
 The club achieved full re-accreditation for ECB 
Clubmark in October 2019. This process, plus an annual 
“health-check”, includes a review of all our policies 
relating to the safeguarding of junior (under 16) members 
including the procedures we have for recruiting volunteers. 

Richard Fone 
 
Club news, fixtures and results appear on the website at: 
http://biddenham.play-cricket.com/home 
 
The 100 club provides the club with useful income and also 
raises its profile within the village amongst the residents 
for an annual fee of £12.  If you would like to join the 
cricket club as a member, you will also gain automatic 
entry into the 100 Club draw, which is held each month.  
See advertisement opposite. 
 
Contact numbers: 
Chairman    Glenn Taylor   07778 479479 
Junior Chairman  Chris Spurgeon   07707 771606 
Cricket Secretary  Richard Fone   07818 678697 
Club Welfare Officer Joe Derilo    07468 431304 
100 Club     James Gardner   07928 478563 

mailto:nicksleap@live.co.uk


8 

St Joseph’s 
and St 
Gregory’s 
Primary 
School 
Mission together: children helping 
children 
Our Lenten Project this year is helping to raise money for 
Mission Together. This is a catholic charity, supported by 
the Pope, that is about children helping children all around 
the world through prayers and fundraising. The children 
will be doing small tasks at home to try and help raise 
money for children living in poverty for food, education, 
shelter & care and they have each been given a small red 
box to collect some coins from their parent/carer. The 
children have had an assembly about the charity so they 
have learned about the work of the charity and told about 
ways in which they can join in with the project.  

 
 
 
 
 
Dr David 
George 
We are sorry to report the 
death of Dr David George 
who was a great friend of 
Biddenham Pond and did so 
much to raise our botanical 
knowledge in Biddenham 
and in the County of 
Bedfordshire. 
 We hope to carry an 
obituary next month. 
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Café B…  

 
20th April  

10.30 - 12 noon 
  

It has been such a long time since we saw 
you all but we are crossing our fingers and 
hoping the weather will be kind enough to 
allow us to serve coffee and cake in Liz 

Watson’s garden, 17 Biddenham Turn, on 
20th April. 

 
Numbers would be limited to 30 so please 

phone Maggie Gardner on 346550 to 
reserve a place. 

 
We are really looking forward to seeing you! 

Café B Team 

 
Biddenham 
Village Hall 
 
 
 
 
 
Hooray! The Village Hall is reopening for some classes 
which support new parents and parents to be.  
 From the week beginning 12th April on Monday 
mornings there will be Cha Char Chimps and then early 
afternoon Mother and Baby yoga and wellbeing with 
Pippa. On Wednesday mornings Baby College returns and 
on Saturday mornings there is Pregnancy yoga with Pippa.  
 Check the Biddenham Village hall website for details. 

Liz Watson 

Simnel cake, an Easter 
treat 
Eaten at Easter since medieval times, the Simnel cake has a 
fascinating history.  It originates in the UK and its name is 
derived from the Latin word ‘simila’, a fine white wheaten 
flour which is used in the recipe. 
 Topped with 11 symbolic marzipan balls which 
represent the 11 true apostles of Jesus Christ (bar Judas 
who is excluded) the Simnel cake has been enjoyed at this 
time of year for centuries. In fact, one of its earliest 
references was in a poem dating back to the 17th century. 
 Although usually associated with Easter, originally  
Simnel cake was eaten on Mothering Sunday and provided 
a tasty treat halfway through Lent for those who were 
fasting. 
 Simnel is generally much lighter than Christmas cake 
but it is made with similar ingredients, including raisins, 
sultanas and lemon zest. Interestingly, the Tudors used 
saffron in their Simnel cakes, but this is rarely used now. 
 Marzipan (or almond paste) is usually used as an inner 
layer and topping.  
 Recently, the Simnel cake has experienced a bit of a 
revival with many celebrity bakers making their own 
version of this Easter classic.  Maybe the continuing 
lockdown will result in more home made Simnel cakes this 
year. 

Jean Gambold 

Easter bunny in lockdown.  Courtesy the English Blog. 
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Shall we dance? 
An article in the local paper in 1949 ‘By An Old Stager’ 
looking back over fifty years included the recollections, 
summed up in their own words, of many Bedfordians who 
had gone overseas and who when asked about Bedford 
recalled ‘River picnics, iced buns and Madame Demery’s.’ 
We still enjoy picnics and iced buns today but what’s 
Madame Demery’s that was so fondly remembered? 
 It was the Academy of Dancing and Deportment at 2 
Grafton Road, Bedford, established by Mary Matilda and 
William Thomas Demery in 1880, and extended in 1888 
into 145 Midland Road. Later enlargements made it ‘the 
finest dance floor in the Midlands’, then known as the 
‘Grafton Rooms.’ The Demerys also held classes and gave 
private lessons in Luton, and visited schools and families 
‘in town or country’.  
 An 1899 advertisement explained that ‘In addition to 
the Society dances, skirt dancing, minuets, gavottes, jigs, 
hornpipes, cachucas, and other fancy dances, Gordon 
square, Bal Bourree, and the minuet lancers, the latest Ball
-room novelties, as danced at very exclusive houses during 
the late London Season, will be taught.’; and also ‘Ladies 
prepared for Court Presentation.’ The couple respectfully 
informed their numerous patrons that their ‘Academy is 
now decorated in the Continental style, and is one of the 
prettiest rooms in the Midlands, and can be engaged for 
private balls, at homes &c.’  
 Local newspaper reports in the 1890s and early 1900s 
include the Oakley Hunt, the Yeomanry, Dr and Mrs 
George Robinson, a County Ball, a fund raiser for the 
Central Provident Dispensary, a Bachelors’ Dance, a 
Spinsters’ Dance amongst the ‘celebrated balls’ held at the 
Academy with its associated reception and retiring rooms 
and supper room, and attended by ‘the elite of Bedford.’ 
This was a time a later report added ‘when etiquette, 
including white kid gloves and dance-programmes, held 
much greater sway’. Dancing generally started at 9.00 pm 
going on into the early hours, attendances often exceeding 
200.  

 William Demery 
continued, with a break 
during the Great War, to 
give lessons after the 
couple’s retirement in late 
1906. The Academy was 
taken over by the military 
for the duration of the War, 
but around 1921 son Louis 
Felix Demery (known as 
Felix) re-opened the 
Academy as its Principal 
and gave lessons with his 
first wife, Constance. He 
sold the premises in 1943: 
it had suffered bomb 
damage in 1942. 
 Felix was an 

accomplished ballet dancer in his own right in the 1920s, 
wrote books on dancing some with Ruth French, and was 
an examiner for the Royal Academy of Dance around the 
country in the 1920s and 1930s. He retired from active 
teaching in 1934 but continued to give special coaching.  
 Felix was the first examiner to visit Australia when 
RAD exams were introduced there in 1935, conducting 
exams in South Africa on the way, and returned to 
Australia again in 1937 awarding the RAD’s first two 
scholarships there. In 1946 he appeared with Dame Adeline 
Genee, President of the RAD, in a British Pathe news film 
Dance little lady about the exams at the RAD. He, with his 
second wife Emma who he had married in 1936, was in 
South Africa again in 1948 on an RAD examination tour. 
 In 1881, living with his family in Victoria Road, 
Bedford, William Thomas Demery, born in Poplar, 
London, was an engine turner; and boarding in Brereton  

 
Road, Bedford, Mary Matilda Parkes, born in Oxborough, 
Norfolk, was a certificated schoolmistress. They married 
two years later and by 1891, living in Midland Road, were 
both described as Professors of Dancing. When and where 
they first met, we don’t know, was it a shared love of 
dancing that brought them together? If the 1880 date for the 
establishment of their Academy is correct it looks likely 
that they first started to teach dancing on a part time basis 
before giving up their jobs as engine turner and 
schoolmistress. Mary was six years older than William: 
was Madame Demery the driving force behind the 
business? 
 But what’s the connection with Biddenham? Well, the 
Demery’s last home was St Aubyns built in 1904, the 
second house to be built in New Road, Biddenham, and 
now 21 Biddenham Turn.  Mary died on 11th February 
1928, aged 77, and was buried at the village church, St 
James. William died on 8th March 1940, aged 82, after a 
long illness and was buried with her. During his years of 
retirement William’s large garden at St Aubyns had 
‘afforded him much enjoyable interests and recreation.’ He 
must have kept chickens as there were advertisements 
between 1913 and 1920 for eggs for sale ‘from grand 
laying strains’ of hens.  
 In 1939 Felix, retired teacher of dancing, his wife 
Emma a state registered nurse, and William were all living 
at 21 Biddenham Turn. During the Second World War, 
Felix was an Air Raid Warden and Emma was involved 
with the First Aid Point in Biddenham: we know from the 
2012 book Biddenham through the ages that Emma was the 
leader of the first aid team, which met once a week in the 
grounds of Biddenham House, and also lectured on first aid 
and home nursing. Felix died on 10 March 1977, aged 88, 
in Plymouth. Emma died in Wales in 1990, aged 87. 
 And today? The Demery Tankard is still awarded at the 
annual (normally!) Biddenham Show for the best 
handicraft exhibit by a gentleman resident. And as recently 
as April 2020 the Royal Academy of Dance held a webinar 
Pioneers of the RAD: Focus on Felix Demery and Ruth 
French to give insights into their pioneering work and their 
ballet heritage. 

Peter Applewhite 

Felix with Dame 
Adeline in 1946 
(Courtesy of British 
Pathe and YouTube)  

Mary and William’s grave 
in St James s churchyard. 
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Mothering Sunday 
At St James’s Church, it is traditional that on Mothering 
Sunday small bunches of daffodils are handed out to all the 
women in the church, and others are taken round to various 
members of our community.  This year, however, as now 
seems to be the norm, we had to think differently given that 
we would not be in church.  So, the ideas of creating craft 
packs for the children to use during the Online Virtch 
Service, and some form of ‘installation’ in the Churchyard 
were formed.   
 Craft packs containing everything the children needed 
to make a Mothers’ Day card and a posy of paper flowers 
were put together and distributed to various children in the 
parish.  They joined in with the online service, whilst 
creating their gifts, and came on screen at the end of the 
service to show everyone the results.  It was so lovely to 
see them all.  
 For the Churchyard installation, a plea went out to those 
in the parish who were keen on knitting and/or crocheting 
(and to those who, like me, were complete novices but 
fancied giving it a go).  The response was amazing and 
hundreds of beautiful flowers were created.  I’m sure if you 
walked past the Churchyard over Mothering Sunday 
weekend you will agree that the end result was amazing.  
 I would like to say a big thank you, on behalf of St 
James’s Church, to everyone who took part in these 
activities.  With your help we were able to make this day 
truly special! 

Jacqui Piper 

St James’s bell tolls for 
Sir Tom Moore. 
As with many other churches, at 12 noon on 27th February 
2021 a bell was rung 100 times at St James`s Church to 
mark the funeral of Sir Tom.  

If you want to go for a more traditional 3D Easter 
Egg Hunt as well there are loads of ideas online, 
including these at BBCgoodfood.com. 
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This month in the garden 
Making a garden attractive is not just about plants. Major 
structures like paths and walls, pergolas, fencing and trellis 
all have a significant part to play. On a smaller scale, 
ornaments of all sorts can add focal points, visual 
attractions and a sense of atmosphere. There are plenty of 
objects available in garden centres and specialist suppliers 
of stoneware and statuary but there is a rich source of 
attractions to be found in architectural salvage centres; the 
places where money is made from bits and pieces 
recovered from demolished buildings and abandoned 
gardens. I imagine these have been closed during lockdown 
but will be open again if non-essential shops are opened 
during April. Places like this provide free entertainment 
where you can pass a fascinating hour or two poking 
around to see what is available and you can often strike 
lucky with a quirky container or something purely 
ornamental. Our two best acquisitions have been a nicely 
detailed statuette of a young girl holding a basin and, more 
recently, a patterned concrete trough and it is the trough 
that gets me back to plants. 
 I planted the trough with a collection of compact shrubs 
and perennials. After a couple of years they began to 
outgrow the trough and we wondered what to do next. I 
have occasionally dabbled in alpine plants, generally on the 
rockery behind the pond and without a great deal of 
success, but then I had the idea of using the trough for 
alpines. You can buy many common varieties in garden 
centres but the nationally known nursery of D’Arcy & 
Everest is not far from us, near Huntingdon, with on-line 
sales and occasional sales days at the nursery. They exhibit 
at most of the big garden shows where you can get 
inspiration for ways of using alpines. A problem with 

alpines is that they 
don’t like wet 
conditions. They 
will tolerate any 
degree of cold 
weather but often 
rot during a wet 
winter. Ideal 
conditions are 
provided under 
glass with plenty of 
ventilation. Alpines 
grown in containers 
can be moved into 
an unheated 
greenhouse in 
winter but my 
trough is too heavy 
to move. I have 

solved the problem by making a wooden A frame covered 
with clear plastic sheeting to stand over the trough in 
winter. Alpines need soil with grit added and a top dressing 
of horticultural grit.  
 I hope that the long spell of cold and wet weather will 
have passed by now and soil will be in a condition for 
direct sowing of vegetables and annual flowers. You may 
have been able to start many things off under glass and 
continue now with direct sowing of root vegetables and 
successional sowings of salad crops. Plants started off 
under glass are best hardened off with exposure to the open 
air but where cover can be provided on cold nights. Plants 
that are susceptible to frost like beans, cucumber, 
courgettes and sweet corn can be propagated with heat and 
grown on under glass. It’s a good idea to sow one or two 
seeds in sets of small modules where they can later be 
grown on in larger pots without disturbing the roots. 
 Once daffodils have flowered they should be dead- 
headed and fed. A general-purpose fertiliser is good for 
this. Leave foliage to die down naturally and don’t cut 
grass around naturalised plants for at least six weeks. Many 
other plants will also benefit from feeding from now 
onwards. Well-rotted manure improves soil structure as 
well as nutrition but it is not easy to come by and handle, 
and chicken pellets or growmore are easy to spread. Roses 
need a spring and a late summer feed and you can use 
specific rose fertiliser or growmore. Clematis are hungry 
plants and benefit from a dressing of fertiliser and then 
regular application of tomato feed. Miracle Gro is an 
excellent liquid feed for container-grown plants. 
 If you have ordered plug plants on-line they are likely to 
be delivered this month. Plant them out immediately in 
bigger pots using multi-purpose compost and grow them on 
under glass until the danger of frost has passed in mid to 
late May. Here again they will need to be hardened off 
before putting them in their permanent situations. Keep the 
trays for your own sowing some other time. 
 Finish off any remaining tidying of flower borders and 
there is still time to divide and replant clumps of perennial 
flowers. A good way of dividing a clump is to split with 
two digging forks placed back to back and then forced 
apart. Hostas don’t mind being cut with a spade. Make sure 
that you keep newly planted trees and shrubs well-watered 
on a weekly basis. Many taller perennials will need support 
later on and it is best to set up support now so that plants 
will grow into and over the support, hiding it in the 
process. Metal or plastic supports can be bought or made 
with sticks (I use bamboo canes and straight fruit tree 
prunings) and twine or with newly cut and flexible hazel 
branch ends woven together to make a loose ‘basket’ over 
the plant. 

Jeremy Arthern 

An Alpine bowl from D’Arcy & 
Everest. 
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village to help with these and other projects both in 
Biddenham and Great Denham. Training would be given, 
tools provided and a programme of work set up in advance. 
 Then we would need the backing of the Parish Council. 
 Interested? Then let us know via chrishj49@gmail.com 
 

Chris Jones 
Mick Jennion 

To mow or not to mow? 
A review of grassy places in the 
village 
Despite the advance of houses here, we do have a number 
of places where meadows survive and might even get 
added to in the future following discussions related to the 
building development off Gold Lane. 
 Some of these places are public land, others are 
managed by cooperation with private owners and some 
have Rights of Way. 
• Cowslip meadow is the largest and is owned by 

Bedford Borough Council. The grass here is cut and 
cleared in the autumn. There is no grazing but wild 
flowers, grasses and their attendant fauna are 
encouraged by this form of management which 
prevents random scrub encroachment, reduces 
competition from more dominant grasses and keeps 
nutrient levels low. The work is carried out by a 
contractor in the autumn. Some plans are being 
evolved regarding planting on some of the edges or 
changed management of the wetter areas. 

• The churchyard extension at its far end and not 
needed for graves for many years is managed in a 
similar way, by cutting and clearing but as we only 
have about 0.2ha we carry out the work ourselves. 
However, it's quite labour-intensive even on this 
small plot. Some resowing of wildflower seeds and 
planting of plugs has been carried out, as has scrub 
clearance on the edges as well as two apple cordons 
planted against the wall. 

• The old churchyard has two conservation plots 
which are left for wildflowers and cut in the autumn. 

• The pond triangle beside the coffin path is also cut 
once a year not so much for meadow management 
but to prevent rampant growth of briars which might 
become dense and thus reduce biodiversity. Some 
coppicing of the hazel bushes is also carried out on a 
10 year cycle. 

 In this way we try and encourage biodiversity in these 
places. The alternative is just to mow as in other places. 
However, a management plan is needed and a method of 
grass clearance worked out. 
 There are proposals as part of the Gold Lane 
development to put areas of the fields off Duck End Lane 
into planned conservation management. Full details of this 
are awaited. Traditional meadow or grass verge 
management is less intrusive but without livestock grazing 
requires other types of management by a contractor or 
volunteers. 
 A final suggestion is to leave a few areas of the village 
green unmowed, perhaps under the trees opposite the bus 
stop. However, a plan would need to be worked out and 
grass cutting and clearance carried out by an alternative 
method to the easy one deployed at present, particularly in 
the artificial daffodil beds which are just topped in 
summer. 
 Much of this work involves practical input from 
volunteers so perhaps this is an opportunity to raise the 
suggestion that a conservation group could be set up in the 

Mick Jennion 
cutting the grass 
in the churchyard 
extension . 

Planting trees by the river. L-R Val Fitzhugh, 
Jane George and David George. 

mailto:chrishj49@gmail.com
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Biddenham 
Parish Council 
The most recent Parish Council 
Meeting was held on Tuesday 16th 
March 2021 using the Zoom 
conferencing facility.  Present were 
Parish Councillors Graham Bates, 
Stewart Briggs, Peter Chase 
(Chairman), Harry Fowler, Chris 
Gee, Alan Jacobs, Krys Osuch, Francia Slade and Joe 
Warren.  Borough Councillors Roger Rigby and Jon 
Gambold, Clerk David Brough and three members of the 
public were also present. 
Houses west of Gold Lane 
 I wrote last time about our discussion concerning the 
development west of Gold Lane at our February meeting.  
Our only news this month was that Dandara, the house 
builder in question, has reviewed our suggested improved 
road layout for the access point and rejected it.  They sent a 
nicely-worded email, which basically said the extra cost of 
the redesign and resubmission to planning would cost a lot 
of money which they don’t want to spend.  Given how 
much you’d think they will make out of the development, 
this is disappointing.  However, Borough may yet side with 
us; it is up to them to ultimately decide how to respond to 
their planning application. 
Speeding on Bromham Road 
 We have always known we have a problem with 
speeding on the main Bromham Road between Deep 
Spinney and town.  Borough have stubbornly refused to do 
anything about the 30mph signs at Deep Spinney, although 
we are renewing our efforts to get these moved so they are 
more visible.  These signs are practically invisible to 
drivers going towards town, and end up with them being 
unclear what the limit is.  As there are virtually no 
“repeater” signs either, the charitable among you may think 
people believe it’s still a 50mph zone.  But then there are 
clearly those who know perfectly well, and speed anyway. 
Now what we know anyway has been confirmed with hard 
data.  After several weeks of SID’ our Speed Indication 
Device, being in place just east of Windmill Hill, we have 
information on traffic speeds in both directions.  Some 
highlights for you are that almost half of all traffic is 
speeding.  This drops from about 45% to 32% if the 
smiling/frowning light-up faces are turned on, but when 
left off 15% of traffic is doing more than 35mph.  We 
measured violations on Biddenham Turn in the first two 
months of this year, where speeds of over 70mph were 
occasionally recorded, but the volume of traffic overall is 
only about 600 cars per day.  On Bromham Road, the top 
speeds recorded so far are 84mph in one direction and 
86mph in the other.  The volume is more than 10 times that 
of Biddenham Turn, so from a safety point of view, the 
level of risk to pedestrians crossing the road is hugely 
greater. 
 All this means your Parish Council’s view of average 
speed cameras has had to change.  We don’t like 
introducing such things, but it cannot be denied that we 
have a problem.  As a result, we are looking to get to the 
top of Borough’s list of “ASC” installations to be done.  
We know they are already keen to introduce them, as they 
were about to do so a while ago, but without any 
consultation with us.  Perhaps if they’d put forward their 
arguments at the time, we’d already have them.  But when 
Borough try to do things to you (not with you) the reaction 
is understandably negative. 
 A resident of the village who is a professional in the 
field of traffic management has suggested putting in three 
refuges at various points, i.e. places in the middle of the 
road where you can stand as you cross from one side to the 
other.  This is bound to calm traffic, and we are going to 
push ahead and confirm, with Borough, what the cost of 
introducing them would be. 

 One would be placed where the footpath from the east 
edge of the Deep Spinney estate emerges, one near the 
defunct bus stop west of Gold Lane, and another at the exit 
from the service road.  Each of these places are where 
people naturally want to cross the road.  But they are also 
nicely spaced out for hopefully the maximum calming 
effect on speed merchants. 
Biddenham Pond 
 I walked to the pond and back the other day, and sat on 
the bench which remembers Alison Southern, our ex-clerk 
who sadly passed away a year ago of cancer.  The pond 
was looking lovely, very full, but all neat and tidy and no 
green algae at this time of year.  We are very lucky to have 
this quiet place, and such an active bunch of volunteers 
who look after it. 
 They have recently decided they need a small shed in 
which to store their equipment, and asked if the Parish 
Council would make a contribution towards it.  They 
wanted £450 of your council tax money, and we gladly 
resolved to provide it. 
 I still hear people say they don’t know where the pond 
is, or have stumbled upon it in wonderment that they’d 
missed it all these years.  If you haven’t been, go and find 
it!  The walk will do you good, and the peace you find 
there even more so. 
Pavilion 
 We are hoping that the improving Covid pandemic 
situation will lead to a return of classes and other activities 
at the Pavilion.  We considered a number of improvements 
that the manager, Deb Slade, would like to make, and were 
supportive of them all.  This should see the introduction of 
wifi and Internet access, improved security and better 
radiators in the main hall (quotes for this are being sought). 
Annual Parish Meeting (APM) 
 Our next meeting is at 7pm (note not 7.30pm) on 
Tuesday 20th April.  This will see the return of the Annual 
Parish Meeting, customarily a larger gathering at which 
leaders of our many community groups have a chance to 
say a few words about their activities.  It wasn’t held last 
year due to the onset of the pandemic.  However, this year, 
given almost everyone has learned how to get on with 
Zoom since, it’s back. 
 I have invited a good variety of folk to give short 
updates on their organisations and activities, including the 
Biddenham Society, the Friends of Biddenham Pond, the 
Pavilion, and representatives of the SSSI, the local primary 
schools and even the pub.  I will also give my own annual 
report as Parish Council chairman. 
 Do please join us so we have a reasonable audience for 
all these good people (and me). 
 You can consult the biddenham.org.uk website for the 
full agenda and details.  There will be a normal Parish 
Council meeting off the end of the APM, with the usual 
public open session at which we very much welcome 
hearing from residents. 
 To participate, please use a computer or tablet by 
accessing the Internet and carefully entering https://
zoom.us/j/6877285966 (NB this is a new meeting 
number). 
 Alternatively, use a phone to ring 0208 080 6592 and 
then use its keypad to enter the code 687 728 5966 
followed by the # key.  Calls are national rate, I’m afraid. 

Peter Chase 
Chairman 

 

https://zoom.us/j/6877285966
https://zoom.us/j/6877285966
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Biddenham Gardeners 
Association 
Peonies and Alstoemerias 
On 16th March Alec White joined us to talk about Peonies 
and Alstroemerias.  Alec is the owner of Primrose Hall 
Peonies an eight acre nursery in Westoning, Bedfordshire.   

 In 2012 Alec started 
exhibiting Peonies at the major 
garden shows and in 2019 the 
nursery won its first gold medal 
at Chelsea.  Exhibiting peonies is 
tricky as they have a short 
flowering window and do not 
respond well to forcing.  The 
stand at Chelsea takes about a 
week to build, the flowers are put 
into the display on Saturday and 
the judges start their rounds at 
7am the following Monday.  All 

the hard work paid off as his gold medal was the first to be 
awarded for peonies in eight years. 
 Primrose Hall Nursery holds the Plant Heritage 
National Collection for unusual Intersectional peonies.   
Intersectional are a cross between herbaceous and tree 
peonies and Alec grows these as well.  On site, between 60 
and 70,000 peonies are grown in the fields and in 
containers.  There are currently 370 varieties in 
commercial production.  There is a breeding programme 
and new varieties are being developed each year; the 
process from seed to established plant takes 8-10 years.  
The mature plants are sold to the public in 5.5 litre pots. 

 Alec gave us a wealth of information on the 
requirements of peonies.  They are hardy down to minus 
25 degrees C.  They are low maintenance and are relatively 
pest free.  They like a free draining soil, a sunny position 
and the herbaceous and intersectional varieties should not 
be planted too deeply.  Cut them down to ground level in 
the late Autumn and ensure they are well watered in the 
spring when the buds are forming. Tree peonies can be 
planted more deeply.  They can grow up to 9 feet tall and 
respond well to pruning.  All peonies are long lived and, 
once established, will continue to flower for many 
decades.  They make an excellent cut flower.  Different 
varieties flower from April through to July so it is possible 
to have a succession of flowers in the garden. 
 The nursery also grows over 30,000 alstroemeria plants 
and these are marketed through the website Alstroemeria 
Select.  This plant originated in Peru so it is used to the 
cold.  However, it does like a free draining soil and lots of 

sun.  It is a good idea to mulch the plants in winter and 
give a high potash feed in the summer.  The plants are sold 
in 9cm pots, they flower continually from June to 
November, make great border fillers and are excellent as a 
long lasting cut flower.  The dwarf varieties make good 
container plants.   
 There were lots of questions for Alec who was able to 
answer all the queries on depth of planting, pruning, 
feeding and moving and yes he is going to be at Chelsea 
this year when it takes place in September.  It was a joy to 
have discussion with someone as knowledgeable and 
passionate about his subject as Alec and members were 
clearly keen to know more about these stunning plants. 
 Please join us next month on Zoom on 20th April when 
Kathy Brown will be advising us on how to grow 
distinctive containers.  Details can be found on our 
website.  As usual this meeting will be open to all 
members and visitors. 

Linda Truscott 
 
New members and visitors are always welcome.  For more 
information contact: Linda Truscott on 01234 270747 
www.biddenhamgardenersassociation.org.uk 

Alec at Chelsea Flower Show 2020. 

http://www.biddenhamgardenersassociation.org.uk
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Welcome Packs for  
New Biddenham Residents 

Contact Richard Church  Tel: 214805 

 

The Loop 
Editor    Jean Gambold   Tel  349849 

Proof Reader Jacqui Piper    Tel  356993 

Advertising  Clare Sugars    Tel  355262 
Subscriptions Richard Harris   Tel  210434 
Distribution  Rosemary Harris  Tel  210434 

All April articles, preferably by e-mail in Word 
format, to loopeditor@gmail.com 

or to 22 Day’s Lane and adverts to 3 Queen’s Close  
(cj.sugars@talktalk.net) by  

Wednesday 21st April please. 
 

The views expressed in ‘The Loop’ by 
various community groups do not 
necessarily represent the views of St 
James's Church or the Parochial 
Church Council. 

 

Hall Booking Details 
 
Biddenham Village Hall 
From the Village Hall website you can check availability 
on the diary, look at the facilities and fill in a booking 
form. Contact details for regular events are also there. 
www.biddenhamvillagehall.org.uk  
 
Church Barn 
Contact the Booking Officer, Jan Burns on 344019 or 
janburns@gmx.com if you would like to hire the barn.  
Smaller than the Village Hall, it is ideal for a small party 
or meeting. 
 
Pavilion 
The hall is available for children's parties, anniversary 
lunches, christening receptions, meetings etc. We can also 
hire the small upstairs meeting room which has tea and 
coffee making facilities. 
Booking enquiries to biddenhampavilion@hotmail.co.uk 
or Debs Slade on 07808 579330. 
 
Great Denham Community Hall 
www.greatdenhamcommunityhall.co.uk 

The Friends of St James 
- the charity which helps conserve 
the church, churchyard and barn 
for future generations  
 

Membership  Peter Leverkus   Tel: 353662 
Treasurer   Paul Fricker    Tel: 342843 

 

What’s On? 
April 
Thu 1 Apr  Maundy Thursday, 
     7.00pm Zoom Service, see p3 
Fri 2 Apr   Good Friday 
     12.00 noon, Stations of the Cross, Zoom 
     service, see p3 
     10.00am-3.00pm church open for private 
     prayer, see p3 
Sun 4 Apr  Easter Day 
     8.45am Christ Light carried into church, 
     see p3 
     11.00am Easter Day celebration, Zoom 
     service, see p3 
     9am-12noon church open for private  
     prayer, see p3 
Fri-Mon 2-5 Apr Easter Egg Hunt, see p11 
Wed 7 Apr  6.00pm, Holy Communion, Zoom, see p1 
Sun 11 Apr  11.00am, Holy Communion, Zoom, 

see p1  
Wed 14 Apr  6.00pm, Holy Communion, Zoom, see p1 
Sat 17 Apr  Quiz, Friends of St James, 7.30pm, see p4 
Sun 18 Apr  9.30am, Service at St James’s 

11.00am, Holy Communion, Zoom, 
see p1 

Wed 21 Apr  6.00pm, Holy Communion, Zoom, see p1 
Tue 20 Apr  Café B, 10.30am-12noon, booking 
     essential, see p9 
Tue 20 Apr  Biddenham Parish Council, 7.00pm, 
     Zoom, see p14 
Tue 20 Apr  Biddenham Gardeners association via 
      Zoom, 7.30pm, see p15 
Sun 25 Apr  9.30am, Service at All Saints 

11.00am, Holy Communion, Zoom, see 
p1  

Wed 28 Apr  6.00pm, Holy Communion, Zoom, see p1 

May 
Sun 2 May  9.30am, Service at St James’s 
     11.00am, Holy Communion, Zoom, see 
     p1 
Wed 19 May St James’s Church Annual Meetings 
     7.30pm, see p3  

mailto:biddenhampavilion@hotmail.co.uk

