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óThe Loopô is published by the Parish Church of St James as a service 
to the communities of Biddenham and Great Denham  

The editor welcomes contributions from residents and friends via email to 
loopeditor@gmail.com 

Biddenham Gardeners Association 
Tuesday 21st April 2020  
Biddenham Village Hall, 7.30pm 

The BGAôs 30th Anniversary celebration will be a 
talk and special appearance by Nick Bailey of 

BBC TVôs Gardenersô World 
ñ365 Days of Colour in Your Gardenò 
Non-members are welcome to attend @ Ã8. 

Members ï free. 

For further info visit: 
www.biddenhamgardenersassociation.org.uk 

Tree to commemorate 
John Emery 
A native Rowan tree has been planted in the new graveyard 
in memory of John Emery aged 71. 
 He was familiar to many as he walked around Bedford 
and Biddenham. He was a very good teacher until he 
became unwell. Despite constant offers of help he chose to 
live outdoors until his sudden death on 13th November 
2019. 
 Thank you everyone for your kind support. 

Jean Chadwick  

Biddenham 
Cricket Club AGM 

Sunday 29th March, 7.30pm at the 
Three Tuns  

Jean Chadwick and Chris Haydn Jones 
planting the tree. 

Bromham Road Railway 
Bridge 
It is anticipated that the bridge over the railway will be 
partially opened on 13th April, probably to one-way traffic. 
 Before that, work to improve the cycle and pedestrian 
routes at the Bromham Road/Shakespeare Road and 
Ashburnham Road double mini-roundabout will 
commence.  
 The work will include new zebra crossings, with 
parallel cycle crossings built on each arm of the junction. 
New shared-use footways will also be constructed, linking 
all of the crossings together and Ashburnham Road will be 
resurfaced between Bromham Road and Midland Road.  

Jon Gambold 

http://www.biddenhamgardenersassociation.org.uk
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course, the word óvirgin.ô A friend illustrated this by 
saying, in a sermon, that the Bible gives us Mary as a 
virgin to show us that Christ came into the world without 
human intervention. If I were to preach that same sermon, I 
would preach it very quietly in a church full of women. 
Women know what human intervention in birth is. They 
know the weight and the indignity of carrying a child. They 
know the discomfort, the lack of mobility and, ultimately, 
they know the agony of giving birth. No pain relief for 
Mary, just screams of pain, and mess and blood. That was 
the level of human intervention in the birth of Christ, not to 
mention the tears of a womanôs grief at the foot of the 
cross. For nine months, when hope did not walk with us in 
Jesus Christ, an exhausted young woman, uncomfortable 
with the weight of a child, was there as a powerful symbol 
of Godôs love for us. She knew the incarnation, long before 
the rest of the world did. 
 Virginity is also often associated with patriarchal 
concepts of purity. Still, in many cultures, a man is 
expected to take a pure, virgin bride. This is about 
patriarchal possessiveness rather than relationship. Maybe, 
deeply ingrained in Jewish ideas of Messiah as the son of 
God, is the idea that God himself would only take a pure 
bride, so Mary had to be pure and virtuous. Otherwise, how 
could she be the one to bear the Word of grace. It is my 
hope that in the twenty-first century, we have somehow 
moved on from this. Everything that God does for us, He 
does because of His gracious love for us, and so Mary, like 
the Roman Catholic prayer states, was full of grace. 
 I would be quite happy to purge the Christian faith of 
words like virgin and purity. These words, when applied to 
Mary, lead us down such an empty cul-de-sac. Mary was 
chosen, not because of her purity, but because of her 
lowliness. Since when does a womanôs sexual history, for 
that matter, anyoneôs sexual history, provide the rationale 
for Godôs love. God chose this woman to be a vessel for 
Godôs grace, not because of anything she had done, but 
because he so loved her, He so loved the world, and He so 
loves you. 
 Whoever you are, and whatever you have done, there is 
a God who is always prepared to come and meet you, 
because He loves you, and, in your lowliness, He is 
prepared to give reason and purpose to your life.  
 God bless. 

Eric 

Letter from 
the Vicar 
Dear Friends 
 25th March is the date that 
most Anglicans forget to 
celebrate the annunciation. 
This is the date that an angel 
whispered in the ears of a 
young woman, that she shall 
bear a son, and that he should 
be called Emmanuel, which 
means óGod is with us.ô A 
powerful story of a young 
woman who was chosen to be 
a vessel of Godôs grace. 
 In the Gospel of Luke, Mary responds to the messenger 
by singing a song of praise; óMy soul proclaims the 
greatness of the Lord, and my spirit exalts in God my 
Saviour. For he has looked with favour on my lowliness, 
and my name shall be forever exalted.ô 
 Exactly nine months later, somebody, like myself will 
stand up in Church, and read the prologue of Johnôs 
Gospel; óIn the beginning was the Word (Logos), and the 
Word was with God, and the Word was God... The Word 
became Flesh, and lived amongst us, full of grace and truth. 
That, of course, is Christmas, that great festival when Mary 
gives birth to a son, and we indulge in several weeks of 
extreme excess. Usually, as the vicar, I have to make trips 
to the bottle bank, quite late at night, so that nobody can 
see exactly how much we have been drinking. 
 In the Church of England, we tend to forget Mary in the 
nine months between the annunciation and Christmas. 
During this time, however, our Roman Catholic brethren 
take Mary much more seriously. A prayer to Mary is even 
enshrined in the Roman Catholic Liturgy; óHail Mary, full 
of grace, the Lord is with thee. Blessed art thou amongst 
women, and blessed is the fruit of thy womb Jesus. Holy 
Mary, Mother of God. Pray for us sinners now, and in the 
hour of our death.ô 
 While I donôt particularly like the idea of praying to 
Mary, I love that part of the prayer which describes her as 
ófull of graceô. Grace is a word that is used to explain to us 
the nature of Godôs love. It simply means favour that is 
undeserved. We do not deserve Godôs love, but He loves us 
anyway. 
 The other word that is associated with Mary is, of 

 

óThe Annunciationô  Philippe de Champaigne  
c.1644 



3 

Lifeboat collections in 
Bedfordshire? 
RNLI Biggleswade and District is a small inland branch 
supporting the work done by many volunteers, óSaving 
lives at seaô with the RNLI.  In 2019 we celebrated our 
40th birthday in our current form but there are RNLI 
records that suggest we were in existence in 1920.   
 Lots of people ask us why we are collecting in 
Bedfordshire, my answer is usually two-fold.   
 1.  Do you holiday by the seaside in the UK? and  
 2. The busiest Lifeboat Station is Tower on the river 
Thames, and it is our closest Lifeboat Station.  It is manned 
24 hours a day 365 days a year. 

 Our branch usually raises about 
Ã10,000 a year.  We raise money 
several ways; we hold lots of bucket 
collections across Bedfordshire in 
Supermarkets and Garden Centres, 
where our volunteers do a maximum 
of 2 hours collecting.  We also have 
collection boxes in various 
businesses.   
 Our latest 
initiative is 
called óBetty's 
5p potsô. The 
little jars are 
with The Surfin 
Caf®, 
Biggleswade 
and in Toby 
Carvery and 
Robinson Pool 

in Bedford.  People take them away, 
fill them with 5p pieces and return 
them to where they got them.  In 2019 
we raised an amazing Ã400, thatôs 
8000 coins!!! 
 We are always looking for volunteers 
and supporters.  If you can help in any way 
(even one collection a year) then please contact  me. 

Stephanie Field 
Branch Chair 
07763 896464 

Eryl Tucker at 
Morrisons 

Les in Harpur Square 

Faith & Pauline at Frosts 

Peter Chase at 
Roxton 


