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‘The Loop’ is published by the Parish Church of St James as a service 
to the communities of Biddenham and Great Denham  

The editor welcomes contributions from residents and friends via email to 
loopeditor@gmail.com 

Biddenham Show: 
another glorious day out 
We were blessed with a beautiful day on Sunday 8th 
September and well over 500 residents and friends of 
Biddenham came out over the course of the afternoon to 
celebrate another Show. 
 We are grateful once again to Maria and the governors 
at St James’ Primary School who allowed us to use the 
school field.  It looked a fine sight with all the stalls and the 
dog show and circus skills in full flow. 
 We are also grateful to our sponsors, Taylor Brightwell 
and, new this year, the Manor Hospital who came along on 
the day giving free blood pressure tests to those brave 
enough to risk knowing the outcome.  Our raffle sponsors 
also came up trumps with some superb prizes. 
 Unfortunately, Andrew Johnson was unable to open the 
Show but Councillor Jon Gambold stepped into the breach.  
His task was made easier by the low number of entries for 
the Fancy Dress Competition (one!).  However Tilly the 
rabbit was a worthy winner.  Perhaps next year we will get 
back to actually having enough entries for a parade. 
 We had some new caterers this year.  Mamma Concetta 
of Harpur Street in Bedford brought along wood-fired 
pizzas and a BBQ, to an excellent reception. 
 Thanks to everyone who helped: setting up, on the gate, 
on the stalls, judging, serving teas and clearing it all up 
again.  We couldn’t do it without you, especially Will and 
his trailer. 
 We are sorry that Colin is stepping down from the 
committee; the dog show has been his baby.  If anyone 
would be prepared to take on the organisation of that or 
indeed help with any aspect of the show please contact one 
of us directly or through the website. 
 Last, but not least, the excellent day means we should 
have some surplus funds to distribute to Biddenham Good 
Causes.  If you would like to apply for funds please contact 
any member of the committee directly or through the 
website, www.biddenhamshow.org. 

Biddenham show committee 
Stelios Mores 
Sue Brierley 

Pia Carey 
Val Fitzhugh 

Jean Gambold 
Chris Garner 
Liz Hurford 
Jane Knight 

Colin Rickard 

Rosemary Harris swept 
all before her in the 
gardening classes, 
winning the Peacock 
Spade.  Not to be outdone, 
her husband Richard 
triumphed in the kitchen 
classes. 
 A full list of trophy 
winners is on page 9. 

Would your group enjoy 
some carol singing? 
St James’ school choir would love the opportunity to come 
and sing for you.  Please do let us know by emailing 
office@stjamesvaschool.co.uk. 
 News from St James’ is on page 15. 

The Three Tuns 
We are sorry to see the departure of Kati and Peter from 
The Three Tuns on 30th September and wish them well. 
 Information from the Greene King Area Manager is that 
a temporary tenant will be in place from 1st October so the 
pub will be open as usual.  Active recruitment is going on 
to find a long term tenant. 
 I am told that Greene King have a referral scheme that 
rewards anyone who successfully recommends potential 
tenants.  So, if you know anyone suitable why not contact 
them? 

Jean Gambold 

mailto:office@stjamesvaschool.co.uk
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The Parish Church of  
St James, serving Biddenham & 

Great Denham 
Vicar   Rev Eric Lomax     Tel: 852241 
    ericjohnlomax64@aol.com 
Readers  Christopher Dawe    Tel  363890 
    Paul Fricker      Tel  342843 
Churchwardens 
    Laurie Hurn      Tel  364251 
    David Dunford     Tel  07554 151415 
Verger   Hilary Hurn      Tel  364251 
Secretary  Jacqui Piper      Tel  356993 
Treasurer  Michael Hurford     Tel  271746 
Organist/Choirmaster Graham Weeks  Tel  07552 052840 
Pioneer Ministers 
   Suzette Maguire  manorsuzette@btinternet.com 
   David Maguire  hedgesplathog29@hotmail.com  

www.stjamesbiddenham.com 

Letter from 
the Vicar 
Dear Friends 
 There is a programme, that 
my wife watches on TV, 
called The Repair Shop. I have 
caught it, in passing, a few 
times, and it seems to have a 
depth that other TV 
programmes don’t have. It 
focusses on a repair shop, in 
which talented craftspeople 
work together to rejuvenate 
any kind of precious object that people bring in to be 
mended. Beautiful old clocks, stilled by rust and time, 
mahogany cameras that had lost the ability to capture the 
moment, and old musical instruments, that had lapsed into 
silence, are all lovingly restored, so that these, now lifeless 
objects, are given new life and meaning.  
 There is something beautiful about watching these 
treasures being renovated, and something even more 
beautiful about seeing the relationship between these 
objects and their owners, restored. There is, after all, 
physicality in relationships, be it the power and creativity 
of sex, the blacksmith striking the anvil, or the crunch of 
our feet on the earth. 
 In the eighties, I had the pleasure of spending three 
years training at Wilson Carlisle College of Evangelism, in 
Blackheath, London. A short walk would take me to 
Greenwich Park, where I could stand next to the statue of 
General Wolf; the  Royal Greenwich Observatory where I 
could stand on the Prime Meridian Line and gaze down at 
the Royal Naval College; and  the Cutty Sark, permanently 
fixed in dry dock, next to the River Thames.    
 In my training there I focussed, in my second year, on 
South London Industrial Mission (SLIM), which was not, 
as it sounds, an exercise in religious marketing and 
proselytization.  The focus, instead, was very much on 
something called the Missio-Dei, the Mission of God. This 
is the idea that we, the Church, are called into the world on 
behalf of a loving, healing creator. It is not a selfish 
mission that focusses on religious recruitment for people to 
join our club, but rather an emphasis on a creative, healing, 
and restorative God, whose plan is to heal and restore the 
physical world.  
 I remember, in my time with SLIM, the frequent use of 
the Hebrew word, ‘Shalom’. We take it to mean peace, but 
its meaning is far deeper than that. You can ultimately tie 
the word Shalom down to mean the restoration and healing 

of relationships.  
 South London Industrial Mission focussed on  
1. the healing of relationships with one another,  
2. the healing of the relationships we have with the 

physical world, and  
3. the healing of our broken relationship with God.  
 These principles were all absolutely key to the effective, 
creative functioning of industry, with a focus on the ethics 
of employment and environmental practice, but equally, 
they could not ignore their, and my, understanding that 
there is an objective, creative, reality, who calls us to work 
within his/her remit to focus on justice, equality, freedom, 
and love. Jesus Christ came to establish his Kingdom, the 
broken world made whole. 
 I find this holistic view of God’s mission so much more 
authentic than many of the traditional ideas of religion. The 
cross of Christ was about God entering our world, 
ultimately to restore our relationship with God, but in the 
process, he asks us to work for the healing of our 
relationships, on all human and physical levels. In Christ’s 
Kingdom, relationships between one another are mended, 
and also the relationship with God’s created order. ‘Your 
Kingdom come,’ the great prayer says, ‘Your will be done, 
on earth, as it is in heaven.’ 
 It is complicated, but if you want to talk more, then 
please email me on ericjohnlomax64@aol.com, or look me 
up on facebook: ‘Revd Eric Lomax’.  
 God bless. 

Eric 

mailto:manorsuzette@btinternet.com
mailto:hedgesplathog29@hotmail.com
mailto:ericjohnlomax64@aol.com
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Bridge in Mental Health 
They say that as you get older you can’t learn new tricks - 
but Bedfordshire’s No Fear Bridge group aims to prove the 
old saying wrong.  
 It believes everybody, not least those at risk of 
developing dementia, can benefit from playing the classic 
card game. Research shows the interaction with others not 
only builds new friendships, it helps to combat loneliness 
and maintains good mental health. 
 Currently 850,000 people in the UK are living with 
dementia and, with numbers set to rise to over 1 million by 
2025, it is as important as ever to help those with dementia 
stimulate their mental activity.  
 The University of Stirling, working alongside the 
charity English Bridge Education and Development, 
discovered that playing bridge has a statistically significant 
positive effect on wellbeing.  
 Dementia UK recommends that people should ‘stay 
physically active and mentally stimulated with different 
activities so that you use different parts of the brain’ thus 
reducing the risks of getting dementia. 
 The No Fear Bridge community, which began in 
Bedford 10 years ago, consists of 5 Bridge clubs of 
approximately 200 active members, with several in their 
90s. Their main focus is to help people transition from 
learning the game to playing duplicate Bridge. Together 
with the Bedford Bridge Club, they can offer duplicate 
Bridge on most days of the week at various locations 
within Bedford. An initiative by both clubs to source a 
permanent Centre for both clubs to share has seen a 
charity, The Bedford Bridge Centre (Charity Number 
1178914), being formed and they have approached  
Bedford Borough Council to help seek a dedicated centre 
for all Bridge clubs to share. 
 President of No Fear Bridge, Sue Ford, believes that 
‘social isolation and loneliness is a real and growing 
problem amongst older people and playing bridge is a 
wonderful way to make new friendships and enrich your 
retirement years’. Sue Ford has started a class for 
beginners at Wixams Retirement Village, encouraging all 
people to play whilst enjoying the many benefits that 
Bridge brings.   
 No Fear has also begun entering schools in the Bedford 
area to introduce Mini-Bridge to children, in order to 
enhance their maths and communication skills and to 
safeguard the future of this multi-faceted game. 
 Anyone interested in joining in with No Fear Bridge 
can contact Dale Squire, Chair of No Fear Bridge via email 
dale_squire@hotmail.com.  

Daisy Smith 

mailto:dale_squire@hotmail.com
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Nick Sleap 
Proprietor 

 
N.A.Sleap Plumbing & Heating 

7 Ison Close  
Biddenham,  

Beds MK40 4BH 
 

Tel: 01234 959472 
Mob: 07990 598154 

Email: nicksleap@live.co.uk 

Bedford National Trust 
Association 

Meeting on Tuesday 15th October 
at 2.30pm in the Addison Centre, Kempston,  

Alex Turner 
‘Monologues and Meanderings’ 

Everyone welcome - small charge. 
For more details ring Betty Thomas on  

01480 860421  

Tennis in Biddenham 
Your views sought 
Firstly, thanks to all of you who came along to our stand at 
the Biddenham Show.  It was great to hear your views 
about tennis in Biddenham and what you’d like to see more 
of; adult beginners’ sessions and family/fun tournaments 
were popular ideas. 
 The Biddenham Tennis Club welcomed 10 new 
members to the committee this summer. One of the newly 
expanded team’s first decisions was to ask what you would 
like your local club to look like in the future. We are 
seeking views from all the residents of the village, whether 
you use the tennis courts currently or not, and from our 
existing Biddenham Tennis Club membership.   
 Perhaps it’s more coaching, leagues, activities for kids, 
socials, improved facilities or enhanced communications 
and IT? We’d love to hear your thoughts.  
 Through your letter box shortly, or in your inbox if you 
are already a member, you’ll find a short questionnaire. 
We’d love as many people in the village as possible to 
share your views. It’s not important if you’ve never used 
the courts before, they are a facility managed by volunteers 
for the benefit of the village, so your view really is 
important to us!  
 We’d especially like to hear ideas from the children in 
the village. Just go to www.biddenhamtc.uk 'Have Your 
Say' or drop us an email with your comments to: 
feedback@biddenhamtc.uk, any time before 15th October. 
Once we’ve compiled all the feedback in the autumn, we’ll 
be sharing with you the future ideas for your Tennis Club. 
Big Tennis Weekend 
 We are looking forward to sharing all the news and 
photos with you next month from our fun day on Sunday 
22nd September, and a huge thank you especially to our 
coach Dave Revell for putting it all together! 
Join in! 
 If you are new to the village, or just fancy a go and 

you’d like to join the club it costs just £18 for adults, £40 
family, and all U18s £8 a year. Contact Karyn at 
claridge@talktalk.net for a membership form and don’t 
forget to take the extra couple of minutes to register on the 
Lawn Tennis Association website too so you can join the 
Wimbledon ballot next year!  
 A reminder of our current club sessions is at the bottom 
of this article.  Please do come along and join in: 
 Our coaches are all LTA registered, level 4 senior club 
coaches and bring a wealth of experience and expertise to 
our club. You can contact Dave on 07494 534595 and 
Jonny on 07880 712864 about any of the sessions above or 
1:1 coaching.  
Welcome also…. 
 To our new committee members and continued thanks 
to the longstanding BTC team:  
Margaret Hakim, Chair 
Dave Revell, Coach 
Steve Claridge, Treasurer  
Karyn Claridge, Honorary Secretary 
Emily Cottenham 
Simon Cottenham 
Marjorie Congdon 
Paul Shinkwin 
Andrew Brading 
Sue Brierley  
Jan Jones 
Tasha Fox 
Claire Raddan 
Lena Keothavong 
Cam Purvis 
Seb Wereszczynski 
Sue Lambert 
John Devlin 

Margaret Hakim, Chair 

Mondays - all year Ladies Coach – Dave Revell 9.30-11.00am 

Tuesdays – all year Ladies Club social tennis 2.00-4.00pm 

Tuesdays – term time Juniors - Key Stage 1 Coach – Dave Revell 5.00-5.45pm 

Tuesdays – term time Juniors - Key Stage 2 Coach – Dave Revell 5.45-6.30pm 

Saturdays – all year Adult Intermediates Coach – Dave Revell 8.30-9.30am 

Saturdays – all year Adults Club social tennis 10.00-12noon 

Sundays – term time Juniors – Age 10+ Coach – Jonny Woolf 8.15-9.15am 

Sundays – term time Juniors – Ages 8-9 Coach – Jonny Woolf 9.15-10.15am 

mailto:nicksleap@live.co.uk
http://www.biddenhamtc.uk
mailto:feedback@biddenhamtc.uk
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Biddenham History 
Society 
 I hope that you have all had a good summer. The next 
meeting of the Biddenham History Society is on 
Wednesday 20th November at 8.00pm in the Church Barn. 
   The meeting is on a Wednesday evening as this is 
when the Biddenham Handbell Ringers usually meet.  They 
will be telling us about the history of handbell ringing in 
the village and demonstrating techniques of ringing that 
they use.  I hope you will be able to come to hear them. 
 

Kathy Fricker 

I am once again collecting the Children’s Society donation 
boxes.  I would be grateful if box holders could deliver 
their boxes to me at No 2 Day’s Lane.  If you are unable to 
do this please give me a call on 356497 and I will collect 
from you.   
 Last year the boxes raised £568, and it would be lovely 
to improve on that this time.  Thank you all very much for 
your continuing support. 

Eloise Carter 

Box 
collection 
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Biddenham 
Cricket Club 
The cricket supper and awards night 
for the senior section of the club was 
held on Saturday 14th September at 
the Village Hall.  TJ Gill presented 
the awards as vice-chairman and 
thanked all those who have 
contributed to the club in 2019. 
 Those recognised with awards were – 
Saturday Batting and Bowling     Amarpal Singh 
Sunday Batting         Tom Mills 
Sunday Bowling        Amarpal Singh 
Midweek Player        Sam Kumar 
Most Improved Youngster     Huw Turner 
Duck Award          David Morrish 
Wagstaff Wand (Best Innings)    Jahangir Ahmed 
Clubman of the Year  
& Top Marks Award       James Gardner 
 All the senior sides had achieved promotion from their 
respective divisions at the end of 2018 so 2019 has been a 
year of consolidation with the teams finishing in mid table 
in the Four Counties Cricket League Division one, and the 
Bedfordshire Sunday League Division One. 
 The final league matches on a Saturday and Sunday 
were both won convincingly but the final cricket on the 
Biddenham ground this season was the social fixture 
involving just Biddenham residents on a very hot August 
Bank Holiday Monday.  An opportunity for a number of 
people who do not usually play to be able to use the ground 
and facilities.  
 As a whole, the club has once again seen a great deal of 
activity over the five months from April to August.   A 
significant number of people come together to make all of 
this possible and thanks go to all of them for working hard 
to ensure the club continues to provide cricket for young 
and not so young on a regular basis.   The club recognises 
the support both from within the village from the Parish 
Council, Vice Presidents and Sponsors and also from 
further afield, for example, the valuable assistance received 
from Bedfordshire Cricket.    
 A reminder also this week that cricket keeps going for 
more than just the summer has come with the publication 
of the Bedfordshire Indoor League fixtures.  Biddenham 
start their games in October and matches continue 
throughout the winter up to February.     For the first time 
we have entered a second team into the competition with 
the specific aim of involving the younger players who have 
performed so well in 2019. 

Richard Fone 
 
 Up to date club news, fixtures and results appear on the 
website at: http://biddenham.play-cricket.com 
 
 The 100 club provides the club with useful income and 
also raises its profile within the village amongst the 
residents for an annual fee of £12.  If you would like to join 
the cricket club as a member, you will also gain automatic 
entry into the 100 club draw, which is held each month.   
 
Contact numbers: 
Chairman     Glenn Taylor  07778 479479 
Cricket Secretary   Richard Fone   07818 678697 
Junior Chairman   Chris Spurgeon  07707 771606  
Club Welfare Officer  Maija Bissett  589473 
100 Club      Judith O’Quinn  363489 
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Great Denham Events 
 
Parish Council Meetings  
Mondays 7th October and 4th November. 
 All meetings start at 7.30pm and are held at Great 
Denham Community Hall; there is 15 minutes for public 
questions at the start of each meeting. 
 
Events at Great Denham Community Hall 
For further details and information please email: 
events@greatdenhamcommunityhall.co.uk 
 
Half Term Halloween Spooktakular events 
Tuesday 22nd October   Creepy Crafts 
Friday 25th October    Monster Mash Kids Disco 
Friday 1st November    Freaky Film 
  
Friday 1st November    Quiz Night 
Saturday 30th November  Comedy Night 
  
Saturday 7th December  Winter Wonderland 
 
 To keep up to date with developments at Great Denham 
log on to http://www.greatdenham.bedsparishes.gov.uk/ 

Special thanks to the 
bakers of Biddenham 
Thanks to everyone who baked cakes for Biddenham 
Show, both for the cake stall and the teas. 
 There was a splendid selection of goodies in the Village 
Hall for teas and business was brisk right up to 4.00pm 
enabling us to make over £450 for the show fund. 
 Your contributions were very much appreciated. 

Don’t forget 
Remembrance  

Day in 
Biddenham 

 
The service at Biddenham 
War Memorial will start at 
10.50am on Sunday 10th 

November. 
 

Main Road will be closed 
between 10.45am and 

11.15am. 

mailto:events@greatdenhamcommunityhall.co.uk
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While I am sure that we have all been enjoying the lovely 
weather, the pond is by no means looking its best, having 
completely dried out again. For any measurable 
improvement we require a sustained period of rain! In the 
meantime, having made an initial investigation into the 
drainage from the hospital roof, it is obviously blocked, but 
we are not sure where. We are therefore looking for some 
help to try and unblock this, in the hope that when the rains 
do come, more of it feeds into the pond. 
 It is not only lack of water that is detrimental to the 
look of the pond environment. Although bins are provided, 
there is an increasing amount of dog poo lying around, 
which we all know is messy and dangerous to health. As a 
committee we are looking to explore innovative ways of 
reminding people to clear up after their dogs. We also 
seem to have gained some mindless and unwanted graffiti 
on the western jetty, which we will try to remove. 
 We were at the Biddenham Show in September and our 
table in the entrance to the village hall attracted a lot of 
interest this year, with much discussion about the impact of 
the Gold Lane housing development on the pond and its 
surroundings. With a strengthened committee, we intend to 
respond to any development changes that will affect the 
future of the pond, but also to adapt our approach to 
improve community engagement with our projects.  
 Our autumn work morning is taking place on Saturday 
9th November between 10.00am and noon.  Please wear 
stout footwear, bring gardening gloves and useful tools, 
and the Committee will provide hot drinks and biscuits 
mid-morning. Everyone is welcome, although child 
volunteers must be aged 14 and over, and supervised by a 
responsible adult who is a family member. All help will be 
very much appreciated, but if you cannot help in a practical 
way then why not come along to meet us anyway. 
 We look forward to seeing you, 

The Pond Team 
Contact Details 
Chris Jones       chrishj49@gmail.com 
Paul Godden     pgodden@btinternet.com 
Jane Knight      jane@80kltd.co.uk 
Cathy Eckett-Brown   ceckett@gmail.com 
Kit Ram       kitram01@gmail.com 
Sophie Applewhite-Rees  dansop1@googlemail.com 
 
www.biddenhamvillagepond.wordpress.com 
www.facebook.com/biddenhamvillagepond 

I’m 
desperate 
for rain! 

barn@2 
So you think you know 
your Bunyans? 
For our September meeting, ‘So You Think You Know 
Your Bunyans’, we heard a different view of 
Bedfordshire’s most famous son, with Jon Smith, 
Biddenham resident and retired journalist turned scholar, 
arguing that John Bunyan’s origins and education were not 
as humble as we have been led to believe. 
 We were taken back to the Bunyan family’s origins as 
retainers of the Norman knight Nigel de Albini, who came 
over with the Conquest and settled around Elstow and 
surrounding parishes. 
 The Bunyan family had been substantial landowners, by 
the time of John’s birth most had been sold off, although 
his father had a substantial cottage with a forge attached 
where he worked as a brasier. 
 Jon argued, using an analysis of the text of The 
Pilgrim’s Progress and other references, that John Bunyan 
must, in fact, have gone to Bedford Grammar School. He 
also showed how Bunyan was part of a group of powerful 
men in Bedford who had been mayors and aldermen of the 
Corporation and who set up the free church he eventually 
became pastor of. 
 We also heard Jon’s view that Bunyan’s prison terms 
were different from those usually accepted, using 17th 
century court and gaol records from the Bedfordshire 
Archives to argue his point. And that those spells in prison 
were so liberal, allowing him to roam and preach freely, 
that he was probably incarcerated for his own safety and to 
avoid deportation. 
 All in all a fascinating new look at a figure most of us 
had grown up with, and of course we thought we ‘knew our 
Bunyans’ - but we might have to think again! 
 The next meeting will be on Tuesday 8th October when 
John Simpson will speak on ‘Samaritans’. 

A bronze statue of John Bunyan stands on St Peter's Green, 
Bedford. The statue was sculpted by Sir Joseph Edgar 
Boehm, it was erected in 1874, and unveiled on 10th June 
of that year. The statue was commissioned by the Ninth 
Duke of Bedford and presented by him to Bedford town.  

mailto:chrishj49@gmail.com
mailto:pgodden@btinternet.com
mailto:jane@80kltd.co.uk
mailto:kitram01@gmail.com
mailto:dansop1@googlemail.com
http://www.biddenhamvillagepond.wordpress.com
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Peacock Spade 
Resident gaining most points in 

flowers, fruit and vegetables 
Rosemary Harris 

BGA Challenge Shield 
BGA member gaining most points 

in flowers, fruit and vegetables 
Rosemary Harris 

Mrs Lilly Bowl Best Dahlia entry by a resident Rosemary Harris 

Ted Brooks Cup 
Resident displaying the best  

exhibit of vegetables 
Rosemary Harris 

Miss Bertha Simmons Bowl Best small flower arrangement Fiona Mitchell 

Maurice Appleton Rose Bowl Best large flower arrangement Marysia Kratimenos 

1913 Cup Most colourful flower arrangement Marysia Kratimenos 

Captain Carter Plate 
Resident displaying the best exhibit 

of fruit or herbs 
Paul Newton-Smith 

Tyros Vase 
Most points by a new resident in 

flowers fruit and vegetables 
Carol Baylis 

Three Tuns Cup 
Exhibitor gaining the most points in 

the Kitchen classes 
Richard Harris 

Honourable Romola Russell Cup Best pickle or chutney Naomi Sparks 

Misses Howard Cup Best lemon or lime curd Jan Jones 

BWX Cup Best cake Richard Harris 

Hunnikin-Lepper Trophy  Most outstanding print Mark Phillips 

Bradbury Cup 
Exhibitor gaining the most points in 

photography  
Michael Cunningham 

Cooper Cup 
Best handicraft exhibit by a lady 

resident 
Alicia Nicholls 

Demery Tankard 
Best handicraft exhibit by a  

gentleman resident 
Not awarded 

Eric Green Cup  Best watercolour painting Marysia Kratimenos 

Miss Steel Cup Most outstanding artwork Alicia Nicholls 

Ormerod Cup 
Young Biddenham – most points in 

garden classes 
Alexander Priestley 

Biddenham Upper School Association Shield Young Biddenham – best picture Isla Purvis 

Biddenham Show Young Photographer Cup 
Young Biddenham - best  

photograph 
Alexander Priestley 

Biddenham Show Young Writer’s Cup 
Young Biddenham – best  

handwriting 
Henry Warren 

Mr and Mrs Ted Pile Cup 
Young Biddenham – best flower 

arrangement 
Elodie Purvis 

Biddenham Show Young Biddenham Cook Cup 
Young Biddenham – best cookery 

exhibit 
Rosie Brierley 

Young Crafter Cup 
Young Biddenham – best craft  

entry 
Elodie Purvis 

Bristow Cup Most points by a lady resident Rosemary Harris 

Sir Douglas Gordon Cup 
Most points by a gentleman  

resident 
Mark Phillips 

Graham and Betty Bates Cup Most points by a resident family The Purvis Family 

Wendy King Cup  Best Dog in Show James Ivory with Finn 

Biddenham Show Committee Cup  Best Fancy Dress Matilda Burbidge 

Biddenham Show Trophy Winners 
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The Smith Family manning the Human Fruit Machine 

Snapshots of the Show 
Our photographers were Ron Bessey and Jean Gambold. 

Dog show: Best in show 
(above) Finn with James 
Ivory and Kate Gobey. 
(Right) Handsomest Dog 
and Prettiest Bitch with 
their owners 

Glyn (of Lightfingers)
brought his ever-popular 
circus skills, delighting 
children of all ages 

Fancy dress winner, 
Matilda Burbidge 

Mamma Concetta, wood-fired pizzas and barbeque 

Calm before the storm.  The Bottle Stall just before noon 

New 
sponsors 
BMI The 
Manor 
Hospital 
offered 
blood 
pressure 
tests and 
health 
advice. 
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Richard 
Harris, 
overall 
winner of the 
Kitchen 
classes  

Jan Jones, 
‘Best lime 
or lemon 
curd’ 

Marysia Kratimenos, 
winner of ‘Best large 
flower arrangement’ and 
‘Most colourful flower 
arrangement’ 

Fiona 
Mitchell, 
winner of 
‘Best small 
flower 
arrangement’ 

Paul 
Newton-
Smith, 
winner 
of ‘Best 
display 
of fruits 
or herbs’ 

Alexander Priestly, 
winner of ‘Best 
Photograph’ & ‘Young 
Biddenham - most points 
in gardening’ 

Rosie 
Brierley, 
winner of 
Young 
Biddenham 
Cook Cup 

Mark Phillips, winner 
of the Hunniken-
Lepper Trophy and Sir 
Douglas Gordon cup 

Carol Baylis, most points 
by a new resident 

Alicia Nicholls, best 
handicraft and most 
outstanding artwork 

The judges. (l-r) Beth 
Smith Fennella Bull and 
Caroline Moore  

Children’s vegetables and 
fruit dressed as animals 

Flower 
and plant 
classes 

Fruit and 
vegetable 
classes 

Rosemary Harris with the 
BGA Challenge Shield.  
Show chairman, Stelios 
Mores is in the 
background. 
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Whither the 
Bedford 
Bard? 
In the September Loop I wrote 
about the reappearance of the 
bardic chair won by the 
Reverend Private Alfred 
Jenkins, a member of the 2/1st 
Welsh Casualty Clearing Station 
(WCCS), Royal Army Medical 
Corps (RAMC), attached to the 
68th (2nd Welsh) Division, for 
his poem on “A Soldier’s Life” at the Eisteddfod held on 
Easter Monday 1916 for the Welsh troops then stationed in 
Bedford. 
 I wondered after what the future had held for Private 
Alfred Jenkins when he moved on from Bedford. Sadly it 
was not good news, Alfred had been killed in action in 
France in September 1918. 
 He is remembered on the Bridgend War Memorial, and 
the details associated with him read “Jenkins, Alfred, 
Private 370129. Died 13/09/1918 aged 38. Royal Army 
Medical Corps. Buried Villers-Faucon Communal 
Cemetery. Son of David and Mary Jenkins. B.A. (Hons). 
Minister of Presbyterian Church of Wales.” Alfred is also 
commemorated on the War Memorial in Pencoed, the 
family home. 

 There is more of the 
circumstances of his death in 
subsequent newspaper reports in 
October 1918 back home. A 
Scottish newspaper reported it 
briefly under the heading ”An 
Ideal Death”, which gives one 
pause for thought, and continued 
“Private the Rev. Alfred Jenkins 
B.A. Methodist, of Pencoed, 
South Wales, has been killed 
whilst rescuing a comrade.”  
 A hero’s death then. The 
information about his death, the 
Glamorgan Gazette recorded, 
reached his father in a letter 
written from the front by a friend, 
also a member of the RAMC, and 
a witness of the last sad scene. 
Alfred had volunteered to 
accompany some stretcher 
bearers to bring in two wounded 
men. As they went forward they 

came under heavy shell fire. The letter writer made a dive 
for shelter and escaped. Alfred went on with utter disregard 
for the danger.  
 When his comrade looked back it was to see his friend 
lying dead with his hand grasping the stretcher. 
 Alfred was born in 1880 in Bridgend and received his 
early education there. He then joined his father’s business: 
David was widely known in the district as a monumental 
mason. Indeed in the 1901 Census Alfred is recorded as a 
stone mason and his father, now a widower, his wife 
having died in October 1899, as a sculptor. Alfred’s two 
older brothers were also recorded as stone masons in the 
previous Census.  
 In the 1911 Census Alfred is a visitor, and a Calvinistic 
Methodist Student for Ministry, in the household of 
Edward Chapman, aged 59 and a coal miner, and his wife 
Elizabeth Ann, in Garndiffiath. Alfred had become a 
candidate for the ministry of the Calvinistic Methodists and 
trained at Trefecca College, near Talgarth, on the edge of 
the Brecon Beacons. 
 Alfred interrupted his training to give himself to work in 
the slums of London, resident at the Mansfield College 

Settlement where, before leaving, he had been promoted to 
the office of sub-warden. During his residence in Canning 
Town he applied to the Council for permission to reside in 
a lodging house run by the Settlement and frequented by 
dockers. This step, the newspaper reported, was 
characteristic of the trend of a life ever lived to the service 
of God and man.  
 Alfred graduated with honours in philosophy from 
University College, Cardiff, but then his short theological 
course at Aberystwyth was interrupted by the war. He left 
to take up service with the YMCA, but longed to go to 
France and in Cardiff on 7th June 1915, aged 35 years, he 
enlisted in the 2/1st WCCS, RAMC.  
 To his dismay his unit was kept for a long period of 
duty in this country. But at last the hour he had longed for 
arrived, and he found himself in the country where “the 
great drama of war has had its principal scenes”. Alfred 
was at Bourlon Wood in 1917, according to The Aberdare 
Leader; and returned home for leave only some five or six 
months before returning to France “to find a soldier’s 
grave”. 
 The Gazette concluded its report: “He was the soul of 
high loyalties, and his life was a life of fine chivalries. All 
that was mean and low was abhorrent to him. He was a 
knight-errant in quest of high adventure, not for its own 
sake nor his own sake, but for the sake of others.” 
 Father David, born in Bridgend, and mother Mary Ann, 
born in Middlesex, were living in Islington in 1871, David 
aged 28 and a stone mason, and Mary Ann aged 26. Their 
eldest child, a daughter Edith, was also born in Middlesex 
c1871. Their next child, son John Lewis, was born c1872 in 
Chicago, USA, but their next six children including 
William, some two years younger than John Lewis, and 
Alfred were all born in Bridgend. Some interesting family 
travels! 
 Alfred’s brother John Lewis Jenkins was also a 
Minister. His first office was as the Pastor at the Bethel 
Presbyterian Chapel, Cadoxton, serving for five years until 
July 1903 when he left to become the Pastor at Trinity 
Church, Aberdare. He started what proved to be “a 
powerful and uplifting ministry” at Trinity Church, and 
remained there until 1916 when he left for Liverpool. 
 Alfred had often officiated at his brother’s church in 
Aberdare and it was not long before he was killed that he 
had preached in khaki from the pulpit there.  
 A life well lived, but like so many cut short in a moment 
of self-sacrifice. 
 At the time of his death, Alfred was a member of the 
230th Field Ambulance, part of the 74th (Yeomanry) 
Division, to which he had been transferred in July 1918. 
His service record doesn’t identify the location where he 
was ‘killed in action’, and inevitably it doesn’t record a 
date of discharge from the Army but rather that he ‘Became 
non-effective by death’.  
 On www.whenthewelshcametobedford.wordpress.com 
there are more photos and more about Alfred’s time in the 
Army; about the battles in which he played a part, and 
sadly died, alongside amongst others the 62nd (2nd Welsh) 
Division, one of the two divisions that followed the Welsh 
divisions into Bedford; and about the Villers-Faucon 
Cemetery in which Alfred rests, including a plan of the 
cemetery showing the location of his grave close to the 
Great Cross. 
 Alfred was awarded posthumously the Victory Medal 
and the British War Medal. His father, initially his next of 
kin as Alfred was single, had died in October 1919, and the 
medals issued in May 1922 were entrusted to his older 
brother, Reverend John Lewis Jenkins, still then in 
Liverpool. 
 What was the journey of his bardic chair from its award 
in Bedford in April 1916 to its reappearance many decades 
later in an antique shop in Kent remains a mystery. 

Peter Applewhite 
 

http://www.whenthewelshcametobedford.wordpress.com
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Farm Shop 
Manor Farm, High Street, Stagsden, Beds 

(01234) 822330  
www.brownsofstagsden.co.uk 

 

HOME REARED  & LOCALLY PRODUCED  
MEAT, POULTRY, GAME, SEASONAL VEGETABLES, EGGS & MILK.  

 

HOMEMADE PREMIUM QUALITY BURGERS & SAUSAGES 
 

REGIONAL CHEESES, HAM, PIES, JAMS, SAUCES, OILS & MORE 
 

Tuesday - Thursday 9am – 5pm, Fri 9am – 6pm and Sat 9am -4pm 

This month in the garden 
October is normally the first month when we have to think 
about falling leaves. This time, though, in a second year of 
drought conditions, trees and shrubs have been showing 
considerable signs of stress and there has been a lot of leaf 
fall in September. You will have noticed, though, that the 
leaves have been crisp and brown rather than showing the 
normal tints of Autumn. The drought has also meant that 
apples and pears have been falling early before they have 
ripened and my fruit have also suffered a lot from rot. If 
you store apples and pears check them frequently for signs 
of rotting. Wrapping fruit individually in newspaper helps 
to prolong their useful life and reduces the spread of rot by 
contact. 
 Whenever the leaves fall the usual advice applies; rake 
up the leaves and store them in black plastic bags where 
they will turn into lovely crumbly leaf mould which can be 
used for mulch or compost. Pierce the bags generously with 
a fork to allow air to enter and, if the leaves are dry, add 
some water to help them break down. Put the bags out of 
the way somewhere where you can forget about them for 
two or three years.  Instant gardening doesn’t come into it. 
 Fallen leaves are a problem for ponds where they will 
rot and add to the fertility of the water which encourages 
the growth of blanket weed. Net the pond as soon as 
possible and, before you do so remove as much dead and 
dying vegetation as you can. It is also a good idea to 
remove some of the sludge that always forms at the bottom 
of a pond; built up from fallen leaves as well as other 
vegetation. 
 The advent of October also brings with it the likelihood 
of frost. Frost-tender plants in containers should be brought 
inside to the shelter of a conservatory, window sill or frost 
proof shed. Tender plants, like pelargonium (the non-hardy 
variety of geranium) which have been growing in the open 
should be potted up and also brought under cover.  Plants 
which are too big to move can be covered with horticultural 
fleece or other insulation. During September we have 
already had one or two cold nights which haven’t been 
much above freezing.  
 There is still some planting and sowing which you can 
do this month. It is not too late to plant spring bulbs and 
don’t forget the delights of allium of which there are a huge 
variety of flower types with different flowering time during 
the year. You can sow winter lettuce and October is a good 
time to sow sweet peas if you want early flowering. Grow 
them under glass until early spring in containers with quite 
a bit of depth to allow for the long roots which will 
develop. You can buy special re-usable ‘root trainers’ 
which come in sets fitting in a rectangular container, and 
the inner tube of a toilet roll also provides the necessary 
depth. These, also, will probably need to be fixed or tied 
together to stop them falling over.  When sweet pea 

seedlings have four or five sets of leaves the tip should be 
pinched out to promote sturdy growth. 
 Summer bedding will have done its job by now and 
winter and spring bedding plants will be available in 
garden centres and nurseries.  Pansies are a popular choice 
with many different colours. They will probably have some 
flowers throughout winter but will flower best in spring. 
Busy Lizzies (impatiens) and small flowered begonias 
provide masses of colour and have the great advantage of 
flowering in shady places. The safest bet with Busy Lizzies 
is to buy the New Zealand variety as the traditional form 
has a history of suffering from disease. You may be lucky 
with these but my plants were wiped out this year. This 
may be because I had grown them when the disease first 
made a major onslaught and my soil is still contaminated. 
If you are advised by a garden centre or nursery that they 
are safe, the best precaution is to grow them in soil where 
they haven’t previously been grown. 

Jeremy Arthern 
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They also serve who only 
stand and wait (Milton) 
We sat listening to a 97 year old man and to his 95 year old 
wife. 
His devoted son and daughter in law were on holiday.  
He was weak, totally unable to help himself and his voice 
was feeble. His wife was just tired out. 
It was 41 degrees outside the window. 
But my goodness they had a tale to tell. 
He had fought with the resistance just up the hill in the 
forest during the war. 
After walking back home from Germany where he had 
been taken as forced labour. 
They have been married for 73 years. 
Most of his courting was done by sneaking down to the 
hamlet from the forest. 
A friend comes by. 
As a young woman she travelled with the Tuareg nomads 
in the North African deserts for 1½ years bringing 
education to their children. 
She then became director of education in a tropical island 
country. 
She came and sat on our veranda and talked about old 
times. 
Then about how cold and how dead it is here during the 
winter. 
And about her companion who has been ill and now is the 
shadow of the person that they were. 
And we sat and listened.  
Then there was the busy little lady of 93 whom we have 
known for 27 years. 
She was always surrounded by what she had grown and 
preserved and her chickens, cats and ducks. 

She came to dinner with her devoted bachelor son. 
He had a full time job and was also a part time farmer. 
There was a special seat on the mudguard of his tractor 
where his mother sat wherever he went, with her small and 
noisy dog in her lap. 
She talked at length about her parents having two small 
farms about 6 kilometres apart on either side of the river. 
If the river was in spate they had to walk 15 kilometres to 
the other farm via the bridge. 
And then do a day’s work and then walk 15 kilometres 
back. 
She remembered it perfectly. 
She did not remember 10 minutes ago. 
She asked the same question 10 times. 
We sat and listened to her and the son as well. 
Then there was the young parents who had been interested 
in faith since they were young. 
They came and sat on our veranda and told us about how 
Jesus had become real to them at a meeting of the Alpha 
course at the Catholic Cathedral. 
They told us how people had prayed for them and how they 
had experienced the joy of being filled with the Holy Spirit. 
We sat and listened. 
Then there were the problems. 
Problems with children, with parents, with employers, with 
spouses. 
All the same problems that people have told us about in the 
Arab world, in Turkey, in the UK, in Yemen, in Africa and 
in Fiji for decades. 

And we sat and listed to them on our veranda. 
We sit and listen a lot when we are in France. 
This of course is because we are odd. 
We arrive, stay 4 months, then, come the winter, disappear 
like the swallows. 
We are included in everything, the vendange, the fetes, in 
the church, the funerals, family meals. 
But our family is not here. 
We are not part of the hierarchy. 
We come from that country with the mad prime minister. 
Peta is even told when our young neighbours are pregnant 
before their parents are. 
They come and sit on our veranda and sometimes have a 
drink and talk. 
And we sit and listen. 

Edwin and Peta 
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R J GASCOYNE 
THE PLUMBING, HEATING 

AND GAS COMPANY 
Boiler changes, system upgrades, 

bathrooms, fault finding, servicing, 
maintenance, gas safety & landlord 

certificates, repairs, all heating, 
plumbing, drainage and gas work 

undertaken. 
 

All from a friendly, reliable, trustworthy 
and professional engineer. 

 
Contact Ryan on 

TEL: 07980 209587  
or EMAIL 

ryangascoynephg@gmail.com 

St James’ CE 
VA Primary 
School 
‘A Rainbow will 
always appear in 
the clouds’ 
With the summer holidays a distant memory now, we are 
fully into the swing of a new school year. We’ve been 
joined by lots of new children and families, both starting 
school in the reception year and in other year groups across 
the school. Our new children have settled in incredibly 
well, and are quickly making new friends. 
 Results of Statutory Assessments will be published in 
the coming months; we continue to exceed both local and 
national averages, which is a great testament to the quality 
of the teaching staff we have here. We are never 
complacent, however, and will continue to work with 
different partners to ensure we are ever improving. 
Particularly exciting is our work with Schools of 
Tomorrow, which allows us to work closely with forward 
thinking colleagues from across the country, developing 
innovative approaches to ensuring our children are ready 
for the challenges of life.  
 We start the year having reviewed our Vision for our 
school, centred around the rainbow as a symbol of all the 
values we cherish, using the Bible verse ‘A rainbow will 
always appear in the clouds’ to exemplify this. Our vision 
celebrates our school family which will work together to: 

Build an inclusive, loving and nurturing school, 
which welcomes and values all, 

Enjoy caring and authentic relationships, and live 
well together, 

Grow in wisdom through a broad, innovative and 
interesting curriculum, which develops a love of 
learning, 

Aspire to be the best we can be in all that we do. 
 Along with this, we are undertaking a full review of the 
curriculum we provide. If you are interested in our progress 
in this area, do have a look at our website, where we will 
continue to post updates throughout the year. 
 Lots of activities and events have been planned for the 
year ahead. Already, we have seen the election of our Pupil 
Governors, who will lead different projects across the 
whole school, and our Year 5 children have been out and 
about exploring the village as part of their topic on the 
local area. Children in Year 2 are already rehearsing for 
their ‘Winter Wonderland’ concert at the Corn Exchange at 
Christmas, and Years 3 and 5 are learning to play the steel 
pans and ukulele – on Tuesday mornings you may hear a 
lot of music streaming out of the school! 
 Following the success of our choir singing at the 
Christian Aid lunch in the Village Hall last year, we’d like 
to offer the opportunity of our choir singing at other events, 
particularly as we head towards Christmas. So, if there are 
any village groups who might enjoy some carol singing, 
please do let us know by emailing 
office@stjamesvaschool.co.uk. 

Maria Soulsby 
Headteacher 

‘It takes a village to raise a child’                               

mailto:office@stjamesvaschool.co.uk
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Biddenham 
Parish Council 
The most recent meeting was held 
on Wednesday 11th September 
2019 in the upstairs room of the 
Pavilion.  Present were Parish 
Councillors Peter Chase 
(Chairman), Harry Fowler, Chris 
Gee, Alan Jacobs, Krys Osuch, 
Francia Slade and Joe Warren.  Borough Councillors Jon 
Gambold and Roger Rigby, Clerk Lyn Lyman and 8 
members of the public were also present.  Councillors 
Graham Bates and Stewart Briggs sent their apologies. 
Have your say 
 We were asked about the dreadful state of the old 
pumping station at the east end of Bromham Bridge.  In 
case you thought that it’s in Bromham, it’s not – the 
boundary between the two villages is a line two-thirds the 
way across the river, meaning every house (and ramshackle 
pumping station) east of the bridge is in Biddenham.  Now, 
mysteriously, someone has had a go at demolishing it 
following refusal for planning permission to build a house 
there.  Borough are already looking to sort this mess out, 
but we are putting the pressure on as it is clearly not just 
unsightly – it’s a dangerous hazard. 
 The venerable Mr Peter Culverwell joined us and, as 
always, had two very pertinent concerns.  This time they 
were concerns about the state of the gate at the end of 
Day’s Lane leading to the Pavilion field, and also the need 
to replenish the pea shingle around the base of the 
Millennium Sundial.  Both matters will be addressed. 
Planning 
 As I write, the Planning Inspectorate are deciding 
whether to overturn Borough’s refusal for the application 
to build 249 houses west of Gold Lane.  Having agreed to 

allow 160, Borough are not in a strong position.  In a 
surprising but very welcome move, Alastair Burt – our MP 
– has asked the Secretary of State to have the Borough’s 
approval of the 160 houses reviewed by the Planning 
Inspectorate.  This can really only wash if there is a 
national issue at stake, and in this case we believe that to be 
that Borough has got central government’s demand for 
housing supply wrong.  I personally welcome this 
intervention, having beaten my head against the brick wall 
that is Borough’s planning department for several weeks 
earlier this year, only to find that any and all reasoned 
argument was illogically dismissed or stonewalled.  Now 
that the whole debacle is to be independently reviewed, you 
just never know what might happen. 
 Our meeting noted, as you may have heard, that the 
application to build a house next to Lavender Lodge in the 
centre of the village has been approved on appeal.  
Borough had refused it over concerns about light levels and 
the future safety of the six important trees on the site – 
these being issues we were very concerned about, never 
mind the wider effect on the village centre.  The Planning 
Inspector clearly felt these concerns were overdone, and a 
scientific report from the applicant saying light levels were 
adequate gave the inspector little option but to overturn the 
refusal. 
The Pavilion 
 We are very grateful to Debs Slade for taking on 
management of the Pavilion since Alison Southern had to 
stand down from that role (and as clerk) for health reasons. 
 New hand dryers have recently been installed in the 
changing/toilet areas, and new security cameras are up, too.  
A number of proposals were put forward by Debs before 
the meeting which go further, to ensure all external 
cameras are not blocked by vegetation – and also that 
weeds in the car park are removed.  A deep clean inside is 
also to be carried out, and we will review whether to re-
paint the interior in due course. 
 Bookings are at a very healthy level, and there have also 
been lots of summer parties.  It’s great to see the building 
being used so effectively by the community (and on a non-
profit basis to boot).  
Flying the flag 
 A resident had asked the Parish Council to review what 
flags we fly by the war memorial, and how often.  They 
were concerned the St George’s flag is a bit tainted by right 
wing extremism, and would prefer the Union flag.  We do 
already fly the latter, on and around Remembrance Day in 
November.  But the rest of the year, it’s St George’s all the 
way, 24/7. 
 We took soundings at the meeting from other members 
of the public present and from Borough Councillor Jon 
Gambold.  Jon had a lot to do with getting the flagpole put 
up in the first place and what to fly.  In the end, we decided 
not to change anything.  Flying the flag occasionally rather 
than all the time will be complicated to manage, and 
experience has shown that an empty flagpole can be a 
target for vandalism.  The Union flag is not disliked, but 
most people felt that St George’s flag better represents us, 
our heritage and our country. 
 The current flag is getting a bit tatty, so we also agreed 
to buy a new one! 
Our next meeting 
 We meet every second Wednesday of most months at 
the Pavilion in Deep Spinney, and very much welcome 
hearing from residents.  There is a public “open session” 
near the start for anyone wanting to say something.  Please 
come along and let us know anything concerning you about 
our village, or just come and listen.  The next meeting is on 
Wednesday 9th October. 

Peter Chase 
Chairman 
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The Three Tuns  

Biddenham 
 

Bookings: 01234 354847 
 

 

Café B…  

 
Tuesday 15th October 

 
Biddenham Village Hall 

10.30 am – 12.00 noon 
 

Selection of teas, coffees, 
hot chocolate and juice 

Home baked cakes  
Book Swap 

 
Next café 19th November 

Peter’s Picturehouse 
‘What we did on our 
holiday’ 
A wonderful evening was had by our audience watching 
our back to school film ‘What we did on our holiday’ in 
September.  
 In October, our film invites us to sunny California and 
then gives us the story of creative Brian Wilson’s fabulous 
rise to fame in the 60s with the Beach Boys and his 
contrasting dark moments in the 80s when he is being 
treated by a psychiatrist as he battles with his mental 
health. The film, ‘Love and Mercy’, was released in 2014 
and is very much based on the life of Brian Wilson, who is 
played by two actors, Paul Dano and John Cusack. 
Elizabeth Banks and Paul Giamatti join the cast in this 
musical. 
 Love and Mercy is being shown from 7:30pm on 
Tuesday 1st October in Biddenham village hall. As usual, 
doors open at 7:00pm, tickets are £5 and drinks and ice 
creams will be available before the film and in the interval. 
Please do come and support Peter’s Picturehouse as the 
nights draw in! 

Rose Houghton 

Biddenham International 
School & Sports College 
The annual exhibition of Arts, Photography, Graphics and 
Textiles will be held on Tuesday 1st October from 5.00pm 
to 7.00pm. 
 This is always an impressive and fascinating show of 
the pupils’ work. 
 If you would like to attend please email 
jackie.munro@biddenham.beds.sch.uk 
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Welcome Packs for  
New Biddenham Residents 

Contact Richard Church  Tel: 214805 

Biddenham Gardeners 
Association 
What do I do with this space? 
At our September meeting there was a very good turn out 
to welcome Darren Lerigo from Essex who set about 
answering this question.  But before he did so he passed 
round a box of what looked like sweets, but not to eat, as 
they were little balls of clay containing wild flower seeds 
which he asked us to throw onto a patch of earth - in our 
garden or elsewhere.  So, back to the question - and it 
seems that what most people want to do with the space 
around their property, according to a survey conducted by 
The Horticultural Trades Association, is to reduce 
maintenance.  In order to do this Darren said that we 
should mulch the soil and then the easier our gardening 
will become.  Mulching bare soil excludes the light and 
therefore restricts weed growth.  Darren’s next tip was to 
grow perennials, not annuals, and he especially 
recommended the Hemerocallis (Daylily) and the 
Helenium which is especially good for bees as it frequently 
replenishes its nectar supply.  The third suggestion was to 
reduce the lawn and grown tough perennials in its place.  
Number four was to use bigger pots.  Number five was to 
use wool compost.  It is expensive but it holds the water 
for longer, is peat free and provides nitrogen.  The last tip 
was to see weeds as flowers.  As Darren said “The bees 
don’t care”. 
 Darren spends a good deal of his working life on 
helping his clients to create topiary within their gardens.  
He showed us a number of photos of Organic Topiary or 
Cloud Pruning.  Darren maintains that, in the art of topiary, 
the plant tells us what it wants to be.  It is important to look 
at the characteristics of the plant, where the light reflects 
off the leaves and changes throughout the day.  Topiary 
can add life and drama to a garden - but his talk on this is 
for another day. 
 Darren is clearly an enthusiastic gardener committed to 
preserving and celebrating nature and the whole audience 
warmed to his philosophy of gardening with a sense of 
love, calm and joy.  He suggested that the use of pesticides 
is a mortal sin, that we should disturb the soil as little as 
possible, be frugal with water and make sure that there is a 
plant outside our front door to welcome us home.  Darren 
said that we humans, as top level predators, have a duty to 
enhance life.  He suggested that, in our gardens, we cut 
back on pesticides, create a pond and plant flowers for the 
bees.  How refreshing to listen to someone who talked such 
sense! 
 Our next meeting will be on Tuesday 15th October 
when Rob Pollerton will be talking to us about Alpines and 
bulbs.  Please do join us - just come along to the Village 
Hall for a 7.30 pm start - you will be made very welcome.   

Linda Truscott 
 

 New members and visitors are always welcome.  For 
more information contact Linda Truscott on 01234 
270747. 
www.biddenhamgardenersassociation.org.uk 

 

Don’t forget the 
Foodbank  
Please continue to bring in-date 
non-perishable food. The container 
is at the back of the church.   
 You can find the latest list of items needed by Bedford 
food bank at https:// bedford.foodbank.org.uk/give-help/
donate-food/  

http://www.biddenhamgardenersassociation.org.uk/
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100 CLUB 
 
August draw 
1. Simon Willis      87 
2. Richard Fone   161 
3. Rebecca Jackson  110 

Drawn by Gill Larmont 

Mobile Library 
 
Great Denham Community 
Centre 
Saturdays, 5th, 19th October 
2.20pm-2.40pm 
 
Biddenham  NOTE NEW TIMES 
Thursdays, 10th, 24th October 
Three Tuns 10.45am-11.00am 
Church End 11.05am-11.25am 

 
Remember your library card! 

First Friday 

Lunch 
Soup, sandwich or baked potato, 

pudding and a drink,  
on the first Friday of every month 

in Biddenham Village Hall 
from 12.30pm 

£7.00 
 

Draw for 2 free lunch tickets every month 
Book swap  

Friday, 4th October, 1st November 
 

To book: email firstfridaylunch@outlook.com 
Or text/leave a message on 07412 559584  

Regular Events in Biddenham 
Monday 
10.00am  Cha Char Chimps Village Hall 
10.00am  Yoga   Pavilion 
2.30pm    Cardiac Rehab exercise Pavilion 
6.30pm    Pilates   Pavilion 
6.30pm    Mat Pilates   Church Barn 
7.15pm    Guides (term-time) Village Hall 
7.45pm    Martial Arts   Pavilion 
Tuesday 
10.00am   Art   Church Barn 
10.00am   Personal Fitness Pavilion 
7.00pm     Personal Fitness/Circuits Pavilion 
8.00pm     Country Dancing (2nd & 4th in month) Village Hall 
Wednesday  
9.45am      Hopping Bunnies (music for toddlers) Pavilion 
10.00am    Tai Chi   Church Barn 
10.00,11.00 &12.00 Baby College (term-time) Village Hall 
2.00pm      Table Tennis  Pavilion 
2.30pm      Art   Church Barn 
6.30pm      Aerobics   Pavilion 
6.30pm      Handbell Ringing Practice Church Barn 
7.30pm      Ballroom Dancing (term-time) Village Hall 
Thursday  
9.45am       Hopping Bunnies (music for toddlers) Pavilion 
9.30-11.30am    Under 5's (term-time) Village Hall 
2.00pm       U3A Handbells Church Barn 
2.00pm       Love to Dance Pavilion 
7.00pm       Fit-Steps   Pavilion 
7.30pm       Whist (2nd & 4th in month) Village Hall 
Friday  
8.30 & 9.30am  Pilates  Village Hall 
9.30am        Jo Jingles (Children’s musical group) Pavilion 
11.00am      Mother & Baby Yoga (except 1st Friday) Village Hall 
3.30-7.30pm     Ballet classes (term-time) Village Hall 
1.45-4.45pm     Duplicate Bridge Church Barn 
7.00pm        Martial Arts Pavilion 
7.00pm        Choir Practice Church Barn 
8.00pm        Tango   Village Hall 
Saturday 
9.30am         Pregnancy Yoga Village Hall 
9.30am         Zumba   Pavilion 
10.45am       Zumbini   Pavilion 
Sunday  
9.00 -10.00am  Explorers Church Barn 
7.30pm          Karma Yoga Village Hall 

 

Hall Booking Details 
 
Biddenham Village Hall 
From the Village Hall website you can check availability 
on the diary, look at the facilities and download a booking 
form. Contact details for regular events are also there. 
www.biddenhamvillagehall.org.uk  
 
Church Barn 
Contact the Booking Officer, Jan Burns on 344019 or 
janburns@gmx.com if you would like to hire the barn.  
Smaller than the Village Hall, it is ideal for a small party 
or meeting. 
 
Pavilion 
The hall is available for children's parties, anniversary 
lunches, christening receptions, meetings etc. We can also 
hire the small upstairs meeting room which has tea and 
coffee making facilities. 
Booking enquiries to biddenhampavilion@hotmail.co.uk 
or Debs Slade on 07808 579330. 
 
Great Denham Community Hall 
www.greatdenhamcommunityhall.co.uk 

The Friends of St James 
- the charity which helps conserve 
the church, churchyard and barn 
for future generations  
 

Membership  Peter Leverkus   Tel: 353662 
Treasurer   Paul Fricker    Tel: 342843 

 

 
For regular events at Great Denham 
Community Hall, go to 
www.greatdenhamcommunityhall.co.uk/ 

mailto:biddenhampavilion@hotmail.co.uk
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October 

Tue 1 Oct   Arts Exhibition, Biddenham Upper School, see p17 
Tue 1 Oct   Peter’s Picture House, Biddenham Village Hall, 7.00pm, see p17 
Fri 4 Oct   First Friday Lunch, Biddenham Village Hall, 12.30pm, see p19 
Sat 5 Oct   Mobile Library, Great Denham Community Centre, 2.20-2.40pm, see p19 
Sun 6 Oct  Harvest Festival, All Age Service, St James’s, 9.00am, see p5 
    Holy Communion St James’s, 6.00pm  
Mon 7 Oct  Great Denham Parish Council meeting, GD Community Hall, 7.30pm, see p7 
Tue 8 Oct   barn@2, Church Barn, 2.00pm, see p18 
Wed 9 Oct  Biddenham Parish Council, Biddenham Pavilion, 7.30pm, see p16 
Thu 10 Oct  Mobile Library, Biddenham, SEE P19 FOR NEW TIMES 
Sat 12 Oct  Heart & Music, St James’s Church, 7.30pm, see p5 
Sun 13 Oct  Parish Communion with baptism, St James’s, 9.00am 
    Evening Prayer, All Saints, 6.00pm 
Tue 15 Oct  Café B, Biddenham Village Hall, 10.30am-12.00noon, see p17 
Tue 15 Oct  Bedford National Trust Association, Addison Centre, Kempston, 2.30pm, see p4 
Tue 15 Oct  Messy Church, St James’s Church Barn, 4.30-6.00pm, see p15 
Tue 15 Oct  Biddenham gardeners Association, Biddenham Village Hall, 7.30pm, see p18 
Sat 19 Oct  Mobile Library, Great Denham Community Centre, 2.20-2.40pm, see p19 
Sat 19 Oct  Autumn supper, St James Church Barn, 7.30pm, see p7 
Sun 20 Oct  Parish Communion, St James’s, 9.00am 
    Harvest All Age Worship, Church Barn, 4.00pm 
    Evening Prayer, St James’s, 6.00pm 
Tue 22 Oct  Creepy crafts, Great Denham Community Hall, see p7 
Thu 24 Oct  Mobile Library, Biddenham, SEE P19 FOR NEW TIMES 
Fri 25 Oct  Monster Mash Kids Disco, Great Denham Community Hall, see p7 
Sun 27 Oct  Parish Communion, St James’s, 9.00am 
    No evening service 

November 

Fri 1 Nov   First Friday Lunch, Biddenham Village Hall, 12.30pm, see p19 
Fri 1 Nov   Freaky film, Great Denham Community Hall, see p7 
Fri 1 Nov   Quiz night, Great Denham Community Hall, see p7 
Sun 3 Nov  All Age Service, St James’s, 9.00am 
    All Souls Service, St James’s, 3.00pm, see p18 
    No evening service 
Sun 3 Nov  Biddenham Society AGM, Biddenham Village Hall, 12.30pm, see p5 
Sun 3 Nov  Moggerhanger Park Fireworks Festival, 4.00-7.00pm, see p3 
Mon 4 Nov  Great Denham Parish Council meeting, GD Community Hall, 7.30pm, see p7 
Thu 7 Nov  Biddenham Village Hall AGM, 8.00pm, see p3 
Sat 9 Nov   Pond Work Morning, 10.00am, see p8 
Sat 9 Nov   Bells & Whistles, Putnoe Heights Church, 7.30pm, see p3 
Sun 10 Nov  Parish Communion, St James’s, 9.00am 
    Remembrance Service, Biddenham War Memorial, 10.50am, see p7 
    Evening Prayer, All Saints, 6.00pm 
Tue 19 Nov  Café B, Biddenham Village Hall,  
    10.30am-12.00noon, see p17 
Tue 19 Nov  Messy Church, St James’s Church Barn,  
    4.30-6.00pm, see p15 
Wed 20 Nov  Biddenham History Society, Church Barn,  
    8.00pm,see p5 
Sat 30 Nov  Comedy Night, Great Denham Community 
    Hall, see p7 

December 

Fri 6 Dec   First Friday Lunch, Biddenham Village Hall, 
    12.30pm, see p19 
Sat 7 Dec   Winter Wonderland, Great Denham 
     Community Hall, see p7 
Tue 10 Dec  Messy Church, St James’s Church Barn,  
    4.30-6.00pm, see p15 

 

The Loop 
Editor    Jean Gambold   Tel  349849 

Proof Reader Jacqui Piper    Tel  356993 

Church correspondent   Peta Martin Tel  348718 

Advertising  Clare Sugars    Tel  355262 
Subscriptions Richard Harris   Tel  210434 
Distribution  Richard Church   Tel  214805 
All November articles, preferably by e-mail in Word 

format, to loopeditor@gmail.com 
or to 22 Day’s Lane and adverts to 3 Queen’s Close  

(cj.sugars@talktalk.net) by  
Thursday 17th October please. 

 
The views expressed in ‘The Loop’ by 
various community groups do not 
necessarily represent the views of St 
James's Church or the Parochial 
Church Council. 
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For regular events listings see page 19 


