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‘The Loop’ is published by the Parish Church of St James as a service 
to the communities of Biddenham and Great Denham  

The editor welcomes contributions from residents and friends via email to 
loopeditor@gmail.com 

David Dunford is our new 
churchwarden.  Find out 
more about him on page 4. 

Biddenham Cricket Club hosted three simultaneous junior games 
against Olney on Sunday, 19th May.  Details on page 6. 

World War 2 stories 
Do you have stories about relatives who fought, died or 
simply lived through World War 2? We would love to 
build a collection of stories from current Biddenham 
residents to mark the 80th anniversary of the start of WW2 
this year. 
 This follows on from our appeal last year for stories of 
those who fought or lived through WW1. Once again, we 
will be printing those stories in The Loop to mark 
Remembrance Sunday. And then the aim is to produce a 
small booklet pulling together the stories Biddenham 
families have to tell from both conflicts. 
 So if you do have stories and pictures of relatives who 
fought in WW2 or if you lived through WW2, perhaps 
being evacuated or contributing to the war effort from 
home, please do email them to Kate Smith on 
katesmith278@btinternet.com.  
 And if you have stories about relatives from WW1 that 
you didn’t send in last year, there is still time to include 
those stories in the final booklet, so email those too to 
Kate. 

Kate Smith 

What next for Gold Lane? 
You may have already heard that the Borough Planning 
Committee approved the latest application from Lioncourt 
to build 160 houses on land west of Gold Lane.  You can 
read the reactions of the Parish Council and the Biddenham 
Society inside. 
 You may also have heard that Lioncourt are appealing 
the decision to refuse permission for a larger development 
of 249 houses on the same site and that this is likely to be 
heard in September.  You can read the Biddenham 
Society’s response to this on page 16. 
 You will probably remember that in addition to 
opposing the planning applications from Lioncourt, several 
hundred people also opposed Policies 19 and 23 in the 
Local Plan that takes us to 2030.  These objections 
concerned the proposed development of land to the west of 
Gold Lane (P19, the subject of the Lioncourt application) 
and behind Bromham Road near the bridge (P23).  
However, the Mayor and his executive ignored local 
protests based on traffic and other infrastructure concerns 
and included the two sites in the Plan.  The whole Local 
Plan taking us to 2030 is to be tested at a Planning 
Inspectors’ hearing starting on 29th May.  Parish Council 
Chairman, Peter Chase, and I, as your Borough Councillor, 
will be speaking at that hearing and attempting to convince 
the Inspectors that the Policies 19 and 23 are unsustainable 
and should be taken out of the Plan. 
 However, the Inspectors will not report until the end of 
the year and in the meantime Lioncourt have their outline 
planning permission for 160 houses. 
 It is likely then that the only way to stop the 
development will be to get a Court to rule that the process 
by which the application for 160 houses was approved was 
unlawful.  This means a judicial review which is a 
fearsomely expensive exercise and one on which the Parish 
Council will need to take professional advice and consider 
very carefully. 
 So, if you want to be involved in doing what is possible 
to contest the development, I encourage you to come to 
Parish Council meetings and take part in the debate which 
will take place in the coming months. 

Jon Gambold 

Biddenham website  
attacked 
If you have tried to access the Biddenham Parish Council 
website recently you will have found it unavailable. 
 This is due to a cyber-attack that is currently being dealt 
with and it is hoped that the site will soon be available. 

mailto:katesmith278@btinternet.com
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Letter from 
the Vicar 
Dear Friends 
A month after I had bought 
one of my cameras, I 
discovered the price had 
gone down by £100. A sales 
manager at the shop offered 
a compromise that if I 
brought the camera back, 
unused and boxed he would 
refund me the original price 
and sell it to me at the 
cheaper price. He knew that 
I had used it but was 
offering a compromise in 
exchange for a satisfied customer. 
 It was a much younger saleswoman who, on my return, 
insisted that I had used it so a refund was impossible. The 
manager was perplexed. All she had to do was turn a blind 
eye to the already opened box. ‘We can’t do that!’ the girl 
said, as ‘everybody would bring stuff back and get it 
cheaper.’  
 As I was leaving the shop, without my extra £100, the 
manager said to me; ‘I am so sorry. This is what you get 
when you work with people who insist on knowing the 
rules.’ 
 ‘No worries!’ I said to him. I understood how 
experience had allowed this manager to move from rigidity 
to compromise. He was prepared to meet me halfway, and 
therefore gain a satisfied customer. The young woman, on 
the other hand, did not even understand the meaning of the 
word compromise. 
 I love the passage in John’s Gospel (John 8), which tells 
us of a woman caught in adultery. According to first 
century Jewish law, the sentence for such a woman was 
that she should be stoned to death. Jewish law, on Mount 
Sinai, had been written on tablets of unalterable and 
uncompromising stone.  
 Because of this, a group of men surrounded her, with 
stones in their hands, that may as well have been broken 
from those ancient stone tablets. These rigid, religious 
people believed they had an uncompromising job to do, and 
this poor woman had to die. 
 Jesus was there, and they asked him; ‘What should we 
do, when the law commands us to stone such a woman?’ 
 Jesus knelt down and wrote in the sand with his finger.  
 A few years ago, with my family, I remember us writing 
our secrets in the sand, on the shores of Holy Island. The 
first tide washed them all away, so the secrets no longer 
remained. What a great place to write rules and regulations. 
One minute they are thought, the next they are gone, and 
we are free then to build bridges and restore relationships. 
 Jesus stood up from the sand and said to them; ‘The 
person who is without sin, cast the first stone.’ 
 Each of these religious people walked away, beginning 
with the eldest. See how age and experience allowed the 
easy learning of compromise.  
 ‘Has no-one condemned you?’ Jesus asked the woman. 
 ‘No-one!’ she answered. 
 ‘Then go and sin no more!’ Jesus said. 
 It is ironic, that so often we think of God, the Ancient of 
Days, as the rigid one, who cannot bend. Yet it is He, who 
in Jesus, always compromises, always meets us halfway, 
always forgives, and gives a full refund for all we have 
lost.  
 God bless. 

Eric 

The Parish Church of  
St James, serving Biddenham & 

Great Denham 
Vicar   Rev Eric Lomax     Tel: 852241 
    ericjohnlomax64@aol.com 
Readers  Christopher Dawe    Tel  363890 
    Paul Fricker      Tel  342843 
Churchwardens 
    Laurie Hurn      Tel  364251 
    David Dunford     Tel  07554 151415 
Verger   Hilary Hurn      Tel  364251 
Secretary  Jacqui Piper      Tel  356993 
Treasurer  Michael Hurford     Tel  271746 
Organist/Choirmaster Graham Weeks  Tel  07552 052840 
Pioneer Ministers 
   Suzette Maguire  manorsuzette@btinternet.com 
   David Maguire  hedgesplathog29@hotmail.com  

www.stjamesbiddenham.com 

 

mailto:manorsuzette@btinternet.com
mailto:hedgesplathog29@hotmail.com
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A Prayer for Our Country 
 
Heavenly Father, we pray for our country at this time of 
such division, confusion and despair. Some of us are for 
Brexit, some of us are against it, but we all look to you to 
guide us, reconcile and restore us. 
Lord have mercy on us. 
Our political leaders cannot agree, but you have been the 
hope and the heart of these islands for centuries, and today 
we return to you again, the King of this divided kingdom. 
Lord have mercy on us. 
Young people feel hopeless and unrepresented, but you are 
our future, the Lord of nations in every generation, the 
same yesterday, today and forever. 
Lord have mercy on us. 
Communities are divided, social media is cynical, public 
discourse is polarised but you are the way, the truth and the 
life, the Rock of Ages, a very present help in times of 
trouble. 
Lord have mercy on us. 
We humble ourselves and repent of our pride, our division, 
our selfishness. We confess that we have looked to 
ourselves and not to you. We are sorry. Hear our prayer 
and heal our land. 
Lord have mercy on us. 
God of all wisdom and truth, we ask you to inspire and 
guide our political leaders at this difficult time. Raise up 
brilliant women and men of peace, integrity and startling 
courage to lead us in this dark hour. 
Lord we ask you to intervene. 
God of justice, at this time of economic and social 
uncertainty we pray for the most vulnerable in our midst - 
for the marginalised, the lonely elderly, the solo parents 
struggling to cope, the long-term unemployed, the 
homeless and the refugee. Lord, would you please 
intervene to do whatever is best, not for the rich and 
powerful but for the poor and vulnerable. 
Lord we ask you to intervene. 
God of mercy, we are deeply divided. Would you rise with 
healing in your wings, bring balm to our brokenness and 
wholeness to our hurts? Forgive us where we have not 
loved our European neighbours. Have mercy on this great 
continent of nations, founded on your laws and shaped by 
your gospel. We have lost our way. We are prodigal 
people. Help us to find our way home. 
Lord we ask you to intervene. 
Lord of the church, we pray for our spiritual leaders that 
they would speak truth to power without compromise. As 
our nations shake, awaken your church to proclaim the 
good news of your gospel with renewed conviction. Revive 
us, we pray, and reconcile our relationships that the world 
may perceive that you are alive, believe in your name, and 
receive your love for every person, every family, every city 
in this land. 
Lord we ask you to intervene. 
And now we pray together Psalm 85, an ancient prayer for 
national restoration, in unison with others throughout the 
country and previous generations stretching back 2,500 
years… 
Restore us again, God our Saviour, and put away your 
displeasure towards us. 
Finally, we pray The Lord’s Prayer, not just for ourselves 
but for the UK, asking that God’s name would be hallowed 
at this time, that his kingdom would come, even through so 
much turmoil, that he would forgive our sins and deliver us 
as a family of nations from evil. And so we pray… 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
Your Kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven, 
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our sin, 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For the Kingdom, the power and the glory are yours, now 
and forever, Amen. 

Edwin Martin has sent the prayer on the right.  It is by Pete 
Greig, Director of Prayer at Holy Trinity Church 
Brompton and founder of the 24/7 prayer movement which 
is present in more than half of all the countries of the 
world. 

Hashing is coming to 
town! 
There is a little-known sport called ‘hashing’, followed by 
groups known as the Hash House Harriers, loosely based 

on the theme of hare and 
hounds.  It’s a relatively 
small group of people that 
gather at a different pub 
every week at 7.00pm, and 
run an original circuit set 
by the ‘hare’ of about 4 to 
5 miles, and then finish the 
evening off with a couple 
of drinks in the pub.  The 
trail is marked by means of 
dots (or other hieroglyphs 
which tell the runners what 
to do) of sawdust or 
flour on the pavement or 
footpath.  You may have 
seen parts of a trail that 
was marked around 
Biddenham a few weeks 
ago from the Three Tuns.  

 The sport started in Malaysia just before the war, and 
there are groups all over the world, and particularly in 
Britain.  Try googling ‘hash house harriers’ and see the list!  
The local ones to Bedford are the Milton Keynes H3 and 
the Hare & Hounds H3.   
 There will be a number of ‘Hashers’ (as they are 
known) from Somerset staying in the area over the 
weekend of 6th July, and several trails will be marked for 
them to follow over the weekend.  As a consequence, there 
will be quite a lot of marks around in Biddenham, 
Bromham and Great Denham and the surrounding area, and 
I would like to reassure residents that they are part of an 
innocent sport and not to get alarmed by them.   
 If you want to contact me for any reason, please call me 
on my mobile 07889027396.   

Geoff Lill 
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R J GASCOYNE 
THE PLUMBING, HEATING 

AND GAS COMPANY 
Boiler changes, system upgrades, 

bathrooms, fault finding, servicing, 
maintenance, gas safety & landlord 

certificates, repairs, all heating, plumbing, 
drainage and gas work undertaken. 

 
All from a friendly, reliable, trustworthy 

and professional engineer. 
 

Contact Ryan on 
TEL: 07980 209587  

or EMAIL 
ryangascoynephg@gmail.com 

Our new 
church 
warden 
David Dunford, our 
new churchwarden 
kindly agreed to be 
interviewed by 
Edwin Martin on 
25th April 2019. 
So David, who are 
you and where do 
you come from? 
 I was born in 
Leicester, went to 
the local school for 
my primary education and after that I was a boarder at 
Oakham School. I then went on to Durham University and 
studied Politics and Economics. 
What did you do during your career? 
 I trained as a teacher in the early 70s and taught for a 
year before entering the civil service. I had a number of 
jobs advising Ministers on policy over the years but my 
final post was in the Home Office managing the staff who 
made decisions about people claiming asylum.  
What brought you to the Bedford area and specifically 
to St James’s Church? 
 I came to the Bedford area in 1995 as family housing 
was much cheaper here than in London. Over 20 years I 
have been to several churches but settled in St James’s 
Church because of the welcome I received and the teaching 
based on the scriptures. 
When did you become a Christian and how would you 
describe your faith journey? 
 I became a Christian in my teens at a Crusader Camp. I 
have had many challenges over the years which at various 
times raised doubts in my mind about my faith.  However, 
the thing that never left me was that Jesus died for me and 
the knowledge that God’s love for me is unconditional.   
We hear that you are soon to get married. 
 Yes, I am delighted to say that I am soon to get married 
in St James’s Church which will be an extra special 
occasion as I am now the churchwarden there. 
Why did you agree to become churchwarden? 
 I have a long history in the Anglican church, having 
been baptised and confirmed in that church.  I have 
attended other churches, however I have been pleased to 
return recently to my roots in such a beautiful church.  My 
fiancée and I both like and respect Eric and enjoy his 
teaching.  As I am now fully retired, I felt I had an 
opportunity to serve the church in which I worship and am 
soon to be married. 
In what particular ways would you like to serve the 
church as churchwarden? 
 I would like to be a reliable pair of hands in organisational 
matters.  I would aim to be a sociable, friendly and 
welcoming person drawing people into the church 
community.  I would like to encourage people to attend 
midweek groups where they learn more of their faith and 
have an opportunity to read the Bible.  I would like all 
members of St James’s to feel able to confidently reach out 
to and serve the local community.  
What are your priorities as a Christian? 
 To be an effective witness to Jesus Christ as a member 
of His church. 
What is your vision for St James’s Church? 
 I would like to be a member of a vibrant church 
community where people enjoy worshipping together and 
find freedom and peace through Jesus Christ.  I would like 
to see the church engage with young people and reflect the 
diverse community of which we are a part. 
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So what's the common factor in all this? 

A party in a flat 

300 teenagers dancing to new music 

5,000 people in a big tent….Why?? 

Good bible teaching 

Gender issues 

Clean water for all…How?? 

A hospital ship doing operations for people in the world’s poorest countries 

Worship led by internationally known musicians 

Prayer 

Children learning about Jesus 

Social action in our communities 

??????? 

Well of course it’s Spring Harvest, the Christian conference and festival at Skegness and the St James’s group that goes 
there each year 

A week of fun, enjoyment, music, challenge and learning 

The children and teenagers have a great time in nursery and all sorts of groups for older children, where being a Christian is 
cool.  They form insoluble friendships which persist over years.  

Interested? 

Next year Spring Harvest will be 13th to 17th April 2020 

There will be a subsidy of £300 per family with children 

Booking starts 26th June 2019 and the best flats go very rapidly so…………. 

Contact Edwin Martin edandpete@hotmail.com or message on 07910 530345 

Use it or lose it! 
If you play or follow rugby, this 
exhortation will be familiar to you.  It 
applies no less to the mobile library 
service that appears in the village every 
fortnight.  The locations and timetable 
for visits are published in The Loop, but I’d like to give it a 
little extra promotion. 
 The mobile library circulates around the villages of the 
county and is managed and staffed by a mix of Council 
employees and volunteers.  Given all the recent publicity 
about council cuts to library services, we are probably lucky 
still to have it.  Several hundred volumes are stocked, 
covering a wide range of biographies, fiction, thrillers, 
history and audio books.  There’s something for most 
tastes: right now, I’m working my way through Alexander 
McCall Smith’s very entertaining 44 Scotland St series.  
 The number of borrowers in the village seems on the 
low side, an impression confirmed by my conversations 
with the very helpful staff.  In the past the Council has cut 
back on this service where users are scarce or non-
existent.  Don’t let it happen in Biddenham!  There is no 
charge to borrow items and the time allowed for returns is 
generous.  
 They say that you only truly value something when it’s 
gone, and that would be a great shame in this case.  Browse 
and borrow!  

David Molian 

Bedford Borough Council 
election results 
At the election held on 2nd May Dave Hodgson was re-
elected as Mayor.  Jon Gambold and Roger Rigby were re-
elected as councillors for Bromham and Biddenham Ward 
and Jim Weir was elected as the new councillor for Great 
Denham, part of the Kempston Rural Ward. 
 You can contact the councillors as follows: 

Jon Gambold (left)  jonathan.gambold@btinternet.com  
       07765 242637  
Roger Rigby  (right) roger.rigby110@googlemail.com  
       (01234) 210902  

 
 
 
 
 
Jim Weir  
jim.weir@bedford.gov.uk 
07528 803981  

mailto:roger.rigby110@googlemail.com
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Biddenham 
Cricket Club 
The season is now well under 
way and by the time this article 
is published all teams will have 
played at least one match. 
 The photograph on page 1 
records a “first” for Biddenham 
on Sunday 19th May when it 
was possible to stage three 
junior matches at the same time.  
Our visitors were Olney who 
brought a large number of supporters to watch the two 
under 9 matches and one under 11 match.  The under 11 
match was particularly exciting with the winners (Olney) 
not decided until the final ball. 
 The cricket field is looking in the best possible 
condition in spite of the relatively wet start to the season 
thanks to David Watson and his assistants.  Saturday 18th 
May saw a particularly heavy downpour in Biddenham that 
does not seem to have occurred elsewhere and our match 
against Thurleigh was the only one in the league to have 
been called off due to the weather. 
 The junior section of the club continues to thrive 
through the enthusiasm and energy of the coaches and 
helpers in all areas.  A number of new coaches and helpers 
have been present to ensure that we can provide safe and 
enjoyable sessions for all age groups.  The importance of 
individuals generously giving their time to help the club 
deliver a positive experience for youngsters is evident from 
6.00pm at the ground every Monday evening up to mid 
July at the Pavilion.   
 As far as senior results so far are concerned, the Sunday 
league team have made a very strong start to the season 
with convincing wins against Eggington Foresters and 
Harrold.  The Saturday team won their first match, but fell 
short against Olney and Elstow.  The next match is away 
against another strong local opposition, North Crawley. 
 The midweek side captained this year by Sam Kumar 
also won its first match convincingly, with Sam himself 
scoring a century which is a significant achievement in a 16 
overs a side game.  Sam has managed this before, but it is 
very unusual for a player to be able to do this in such a 
short game. 
 The club would again like to formally record its thanks 
for the support it continues to receive from its vice 
presidents, sponsors and advertisers in the club fixtures 
brochure that has been distributed throughout the village 
thanks to our loyal group of distributors.   
 We hope for settled weather in the next few weeks and a 
list of home fixtures for June has been included on the next 
page. 

 
Richard Fone 

 
 Up to date club news, fixtures and results appear on the 
website at: 
http://biddenham.play-cricket.com 
 
 The 100 club provides the club with useful income and 
also raises its profile within the village amongst the 
residents for an annual fee of £12.  If you would like to join 
the cricket club as a member, you will also gain automatic 
entry into the 100 club draw, which is held each month.   
 
Contact numbers: 
Chairman     Glenn Taylor  07778 479479 
Cricket Secretary   Richard Fone   07818 678697 
Junior Chairman   Chris Spurgeon  07707 771606  
Club Welfare Officer  Maija Bissett  589473 
100 Club      Judith O’Quinn  363489 

Bridge in Biddenham 
 

There is a regular Bridge session at the  
Church Barn 1.45pm – 4.45pm on Fridays. 

This is at Improver level in a relaxed 
environment. A partner, although beneficial, is 

not essential as a host is available if necessary. 
  

Want to learn? 
Are you interested in learning the most popular 

card game in the world? 
If we can generate enough interest we have a 

number of good Bridge players who are prepared 
to host tuition classes, venue and dates yet to be 

agreed. 
 

If you are interested then please contact  
Bernard Henry 

Tel 07866 456769 
bahenry0309@gmail.com 

mailto:bahenry0309@gmail.com
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DATE DAY START OPPONENTS TEAM 

01-Jun Sat 13:30 Milton Keynes Sat League 

02-Jun Sun 10:00 Ampthill Town U9's 

02-Jun Sun 10:00 Olney Town (B) U11 Development 

04-Jun Tue 18:00 Harrold U13's 

05-Jun Wed 18:30 Kempston Methodists Midweek Cup 

09-Jun Sun 09:30 Olney Town (A) U11 Development 

09-Jun Sun 13:00 Lutonian Sun League 

15-Jun Sat 13:30 Luton Caribbean Sat League 

16-Jun Sun 09:30 Pilgrims Oakley U11 County 

16-Jun Sun 13:00 Ampthill Town Sun League 

20-Jun Thur 18:00 Elstow U15's 

23-Jun Sun 09:30 Ampthill Town U11 Development 

23-Jun Sun 13:00 Bedford Sun League 

25-Jun Tue 18:00 Bedford U13's 

28-Jun Fri 18:00 Bedford Ousels Midweek 

29-Jun Sat 13:30 Eaton Bray Sat League 

30-Jun Sun 10:00 Bedford Panthers U9's 

30-Jun Sun 10:00 Ampthill Town (A) U11 Development 
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The next Parish Council meetings will be on 3rd June and 
1st July at 7.30pm in the Mercia Suite, Great Denham 
Community Hall, Saxon Way. 
 There are 15 minutes for public questions at the 
beginning of the meeting.   
 To keep up to date with developments at Great Denham 
log on to http://www.greatdenham.bedsparishes.gov.uk/ 

Great Denham 
Parish Council 

After the April work morning, our volunteer mowers are 
now doing a great job keeping the grass tidy and we thank 
them all. The area around the pond is looking lovely and it 
is a relaxing place to spend some time in quiet 
contemplation.  
 As is becoming the norm, the water level in the pond is 
lower than we would hope, and the pond would benefit 
from some more rain. However, we already have a system 
in place that collects water from a section of the Manor 
Hospital roof, and we will be inspecting this and if 
considered necessary clearing the pipes to see if we can 
increase the water flow.   
 We are very pleased to announce that Cathy Eckett-
Brown has agreed to join the Pond committee, but we 
would still welcome one further member, to help with the 
administration of our activities. If you are interested please 
contact one of us – our details are below.  
 Our next date for your diary is the Pond Summer Event 
which is taking place in the Church Barn on Sunday 9th 
June at 3.30pm. Although this incorporates our AGM and 
a review of our activities over the past year, it is open to 
everyone. We will be providing tea and cakes, for which 
we make no charge, but any donations are always very 
welcome. Please do come along, meet the team to find out 
about the village pond and have a chat.  
 On Saturday 29th June at 2.00pm (water level 
permitting) we will be holding a pond dip (nets will be 
provided). Children of all ages are very welcome, but they 
must be accompanied by an adult who at all times will be 
responsible for their safety. Please do not bring dogs with 
you as they do disturb the wildlife. 

The Pond Team 
Contact Details 
Chris Jones     chrishj49@gmail.com 
Paul Godden   pgodden@btinternet.com 
Jane Knight    jane@80kltd.co.uk 
Cathy Eckett-Brown ceckett@gmail.com 
 
Forthcoming dates: 
AGM and tea Church Barn, Sunday 9th June, 3.30pm  
Pond dip   Saturday 29th June, 2.00pm 
 
www.biddenhamvillagepond.wordpress.com 
www.facebook.com/biddenhamvillagepond 

Please join 
us for tea 
and cakes 

Changing backdrop to 
Biddenham conservation 
area 

 
The chainsaws were out over the 
Bank Holiday weekend at the plot 
beside Lavender Lodge and the 
immediate result is a large gap in the 
canopy and more damage to the 
fence behind the war memorial. 
 One of the large trees at the front 
of the plot has been removed, 
apparently because of disease.    
  

mailto:chrishj49@gmail.com
mailto:pgodden@btinternet.com
mailto:jane@80kltd.co.uk
http://www.biddenhamvillagepond.wordpress.com
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Farm Shop 
Manor Farm, High Street, Stagsden, Beds 

(01234) 822330  
www.brownsofstagsden.co.uk 

 

HOME REARED  & LOCALLY PRODUCED  
MEAT, POULTRY, GAME, SEASONAL VEGETABLES, EGGS & MILK.  

 

HOMEMADE PREMIUM QUALITY BURGERS & SAUSAGES 
 

Biddenham History 
Society 
When we heard Jean Fullerton’s talk about Victorian 
Medicine on 29th April, we were all pleased that we were 
living in 2019 in the countryside and with the NHS, and not 
in a town in the 1850s. Jean was a district nurse and a 
Lecturer in Nursing before she developed a new career as a 
novelist (her novels feature nurses and medical issues) and, 
more recently, as a sought after lecturer on P&O cruises. 
 Jean’s talk was fluently delivered, very well researched 
and supported by some excellent illustrations.  Some of 
these were original drawings and early photographs. Jean 
pointed out that medical care in the early nineteenth 
century was primitive. There was no state regulation. 
Apothecaries were regarded as the lowest in the medical 
hierarchy and their potions were uncontrolled.  A large 
number of drugs contained opioids or cannabis.  Surgeons 
were the next in the hierarchy – below physicians as they 
used their hands.  Jean had illustrations of surgical ‘tools’: 
the saw looked fearsome.  She also had pictures of the early 
operating conditions: the surgeons wore their own clothes 
and it was the sign of the trade for these to be heavily 
bloodstained.  It was only later in the century that hygiene 
entered the operating theatre and the surgeons wore 
suitable clothes.  
 Jean mentioned some of the leading surgeons and 
physicians of the early nineteenth century such as William 
Hunter and Joseph Lister and the difficulties of doing 
research.  Bodies for research and dissection had to be 
obtained from the gallows or stolen from graveyards.  
Physicians were at the top of the medical hierarchy and 
again Jean had excellent illustrations of some of their 
equipment such as early catheters.  She discussed the 
development of chloroform, which Queen Victoria used in 
her later childbirths.  
 Many of the problems that the physicians had to 
contend with arose from the insanitary conditions in the 
towns, air and water pollution in particular. It was only 
when local authorities eventually started to tackle these 
issues that the health of the population began to improve, 
but there was still a need to regulate drugs, clinical trials 
and the training of physicians, surgeons and nurses.  
Florence Nightingale, apparently, was not in favour of the 
regulation of nursing training as she saw nursing as a 
vocation not a profession.  
 By the beginning of the twentieth century, regulation 
was coming in.  Hospital wards from early photographs 
looked more like what we would expect in terms of clean, 
uniformed staff and beds.  Better diagnosis was achieved 
with the use of X rays.  Jean did point out that radiation 
was very dangerous to its early developers like Marie 
Curie.  She showed us an early X ray of a lady’s ribs 
crushed by a tightly laced corset. 
 We had had a fascinating talk. We could appreciate how 
much medicine has advanced in the last hundred years. 
 The next meeting of the Society will be on Monday 1st 
July at 8.00pm in the Church Barn.  The topic will be very 
different as Richard Crane, a friend of Chris Jones and 
fellow railway enthusiast, will give his presentation on 150 
years of the Midland Railway.  I hope you will be able to 
come. 

Kathy Fricker 
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barn@2 
Butterfly Poetry 
Richard Harrington arrived early for his session with our 
group, in May, so went for a walk down the lane by the 
church and discovered the Cowslip Meadow, which he 
thought was so wonderful. He saw Holly Blues, Brimstones 
and his favourite Orange Tip butterfly; the cover 
photograph of his book, ‘The Butterfly Collection; A poem 
for every British butterfly’. 
 His love of butterflies began early in his life when he 
collected Brooke Bond Tea Cards. He was thrilled to 
eventually get the one to complete his set; the Large White 
butterfly. Richard grew up in Dorset and on a day out to 
Sandsfoot Castle he caught a butterfly (with his shrimping 
net). He informed the family that it was a Large White. 
They were so impressed and the praise he received from his 
mother set him on the path to becoming an entomologist. 
 After gaining a PhD from Imperial College, London, he 
began work at Rothamstead, an agricultural research station 
in Harpenden, Hertfordshire. Using light-traps and tall 
suction traps he provided valuable data on many insects, 
especially aphids and moths, enabling farmers to cut down 
on the use of insecticides. 
 When he retired, four years ago, he set about writing a 
poem for every British butterfly, including the ones that are 
occasional visitors. The photography in his book is 
stunning as is his use of words in various poetic forms. It 
took eight months to produce and includes some photos 
taken by retired colleagues and friends, Wilf Powell (who 
visited us last year) and Adrian Riley. 
 People were asked to name their favourite butterflies 
and for each one named we were shown a picture and then 
Richard read the accompanying poem. The following 
butterflies were chosen: Red Admiral, Swallowtail, 
Peacock, Holly Blue, Small Blue, Large Blue, Purple 
Emperor, Orange Tip and Fritillary.   
 Permission to publish the following acrostic poem came 
from the author, Richard Harrington and the publishers, 
Brambleby Books Ltd. ‘The Butterfly Collection’ is 
available from Amazon, Brambleby Books and 
Waterstones. 

The quintessential butterfly 
Bringer of joy, welcome herald of spring, 
Reminder of all that is perfect and new, 
I scarce can believe the fresh bloom of your wing, 
Miraculous after the woes you’ve been through. 
Surmounting the winter, yet giving such cheer, 
That buttery shine I saw last summer first. 
Older, yet younger those wings now appear; 
Noble yet nimble, your ageing reversed. 
Exemplar to all, thus deservedly why 
Such creatures as you take the name “butter-fly”. 

 Our next meeting is on 11th June, when Marilyn Too 
will be telling us about Lacemaking and giving us a 
demonstration. 

Val Fitzhugh 

So much for butterflies! 
The most amazing wild flower areas, at the roundabout 
into Deep Spinney, have just been devastated by 
contractors cutting the verges and deprived many species 
of wildlife of a suitable habitat.  
 Perhaps we could maintain a section on either side as 
conservation areas.  

Val Fitzhugh 
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Don’t forget the 
Foodbank  
Please continue to bring in-date 
non-perishable food. The container 
is at the back of the church.   
 You can find the latest list of items needed by Bedford 
food bank at https:// bedford.foodbank.org.uk/give-help/
donate-food/  

St Joseph’s and 
St Gregory’s 
SATS 
 Congratulations to all of our Year 
6 children on completing their SATS 
recently and thank you to all parents 
for getting your child in to school on time to enjoy an 
altogether healthy breakfast. 
Attendance 
 Congratulations and well done to all of the students who 
have achieved an attendance percentage above 98% so far 
this year. 227 children were awarded with an attendance 
band to celebrate this fantastic achievement! Thank you to 
all of our parents and carers for your continued support 
making sure children attend school regularly and on time. 

Swimming 
 The sun is shining and the children are excited to be 
enjoying the start of our swimming season in our fantastic, 

heated, outdoor pool. 
They are learning 
new skills in the 
water and for some it 
is a new experience 
but many have 
already developed 
the confidence to 
swim with the aid of 
floats. Children will 
swim weekly until 
term finishes, 
weather permitting. 

Events in Great Denham 
There are a couple of events at the Community Hall in 
June: 
7th June  Children’s Community cinema, doors open  
    3.00pm, film starts 3.30pm 
7th June   Pop up Pub, 8.30pm 
30th June Summer Festival 12 noon to 6.00pm. 
 For more information contact 
 bookings@greatdenhamcommunityhall.co.uk 

mailto:bookings@greatdenhamcommunityhall.co.uk
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Biddenham 
Parish Council 
The most recent Parish Council 
Meeting was held on Wednesday 
8th May 2019 in the upstairs room 
of the Pavilion.  Present were Parish 
Councillors Graham Bates, Stewart 
Briggs, Peter Chase (Chairman), 
Chris Gee, Harry Fowler and Alan 
Jacobs.  Borough Councillors Jon Gambold and Roger 
Rigby, Clerk Lyn Lyman and about six members of the 
public were also present.  Councillor Francia Slade sent her 
apologies. 
A new term of office 
 At the recent local elections, no parish councillors 
appeared on the ballot paper because only seven put 
themselves forward for nine available places.  We said 
goodbye to Jon Gambold and Terry Platt, and are very 
grateful for the service they provided as parish councillors 
over the years (although Jon will continue to be at most 
meetings in his capacity as a Borough Councillor).  Two 
new recruits are Harry Fowler, a recently retired lawyer 
from Queen’s Close, and Stewart Briggs of the service road 
off Bromham Road, who is also recently retired, in his case 
from a senior position at the Borough Council.  We 
welcome them both. 
 As is customary on the first meeting of a new term of 
office, a chairman had to be elected.  I was asked to 
continue acting as such, and had pleasure in accepting the 
position. 
 Prior to the meeting, both former councillors Joe 
Warren and Krys Osuch had agreed to be “co-opted” back 
on to the Council if invited.  Those present decided this 
would be a good idea, so we are back to our full 
complement of nine councillors. 

Traffic in Gold Lane 
 Mr Bryan Glasper, who has ably represented the 
concerns of those living off Gold Lane about safety and 
traffic issues, updated us in the public open session about 
the demonstration he and two Parish councillors had 
attended of speed sensitive camera equipment.  This can 
flash up different signs depending on what’s desired, to 
traffic approaching the camera, both above or below a 
given speed.  The camera is mounted on a normal 
lamppost. 
 There followed debate about whether to buy such a 
camera, or more than one, and who would set it up and 
look after it.  We resolved to buy just one, for now; it can 
be mounted in Gold Lane and move to face in either 
direction.  Learning how best to use it, and make sense of 
the data it produces, will help us decide if we want any 
more for other parts of the village.  This one camera will 
cost about £2,500. 
Land west of Gold Lane 
 As we have so many times in the last year, we discussed 
the application to build 160 houses on land west of Gold 
Lane.  So disgusted were we at the lip-service being paid to 
our arguments, and the brazen dismissal of any objections 
(such as where children would be schooled or how access 
off Gold Lane could ever be safely achieved) that we 
resolved to write to the Borough Council’s chief executive, 
asking for a review of their officers’ process. 
 Since the meeting, disappointingly, our attempts to raise 
these questions were brushed aside without any logical 
justification. 
 But far worse, as you may already know, is that Bedford 
Borough planning committee saw fit to approve the 
application on the evening of 20th May.  
 Despite our completely sound arguments, such as 
testing whether the land should be built on with the 
Government’s Planning Inspectorate, via the Local Plan 
inquiry on 4th June, access off Gold Lane, other traffic 
issues and education worries, the politicians saw fit to take 
their officers’ flimsy recommendation and hand our green 
space to the builders. 
 If we cannot fight something like this with reasoned 
argument, then there is clearly a dysfunctional authority in 
charge.  
 We will now need to consider our position in the 
coming days and weeks.  But we are happy to take your 
input, and by all means tell everyone how you feel about 
this travesty.  This is a grievous loss of amenity to our 
village, and I can understand the distress anyone may feel 
about it.  That’s certainly how I feel - aggrieved and, 
indeed, in grief.  
Website 
 Someone nefarious tried to mess up our website – and 
succeeded – by spamming it with thousands of requests to 
be registered for our news subscription service.  I can only 
apologise that it was taken down as a result.  We are 
working to restore it in such a way as this sort of attack can 
be shrugged off in future. 
Next meeting 
 We meet every second Wednesday of most months at 
the Pavilion in Deep Spinney, and very much welcome 
hearing from residents.  There is a public “open session” 
near the start for anyone wanting to say something.  Please 
come along and let us know anything concerning you about 
our village, or just come and listen.  The next meeting is on 
Wednesday 12th June. 

Peter Chase 
Chairman 
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Nick Sleap 
Proprietor 

 
N.A.Sleap Plumbing & Heating 

7 Ison Close  
Biddenham,  

Beds MK40 4BH 
 

Tel: 01234 959472 
Mob: 07990 598154 

Email: nicksleap@live.co.uk 

Peter’s Picturehouse 
Review and Preview 
To make an omelette… 
…. you have to break a few eggs.  And ‘Phantom Thread’ 
put a new spin on omelette making! Set in the glamour of 
1950’s post-war London, renowned dressmaker Reynolds 
Woodcock (Daniel Day-Lewis) and his sister Cyril (Lesley 
Manville) are at the centre of British fashion, dressing 
royalty, movie stars, heiresses and socialites in the distinct 
style of The House of Woodcock. Women come and go 
through Woodcock’s life, providing the confirmed 
bachelor with inspiration and companionship, until he 
comes across a young, strong-willed woman, Alma (Vicky 
Krieps), who soon becomes a fixture in his life as his muse 
and lover. Once controlled and planned, he finds his 
carefully tailored life disrupted by love.  
 Having hooked her man, partly by serving one of the 
thinnest actors in the world one of the largest breakfasts 
ever seen, we find Reynolds reverting to old habits and 
beginning to drift away from his newly acquired muse. 
 In order to keep him firmly at her side, Alma 
occasionally poisons him by fixing an omelette with 
poisoned mushrooms and then nursing him back to health.  
(This makes a bit more sense when you watch the film!)   
 Many of us were perplexed by this complicated film, 
but it definitely stays in the mind and, without doubt, will 
cause a slight hesitation in all those who saw it the next 
time they are offered a mushroom omelette! 
 On 4th June Peter’s Picturehouse will be showing 
‘Woman in Gold’.  Helen Mirren plays Maria Altmann, an 
octogenarian Jewish refugee who takes on the Austrian 
government to recover artwork she believes rightfully 
belongs to her family. 
 Doors open: 7.00 pm for a 7.30 start. 

Marihelen Esam  

Are you 
struggling? 
Help is at hand.  

Just ask 
Have you heard about our Village Agent, who is here to 
help older people to access the services and support they 
might need? Her services are free of charge, and she will 
phone or visit you at home.  
Do you want to get out more but don’t have transport? 
 Safford coaches offer a full programme of days out and 
will pick you up from Bedford Bus Station.  Seaside trips, 
train and boat rides, garden shows and even Buckingham 
Palace are on their list of outings.  Call Saffords on 01767 
677395 or ask your Village Agent for a brochure. 
Do You Need Help with Filling in Forms?   
 If you are struggling with paperwork, such as Blue 
Badge, Council Tax Reduction, Housing Benefit and 
Attendance Allowance applications, our Village Agent can 
help you. 
Do You Feel Safe in Your Own Home?   
 Would you like a home safety check by The Bobby 
Man, who will also fit door chains and smoke alarms if 
they are needed? This is a free service provided by the 
Bedfordshire Police Partnership Trust which can be 
arranged through your Village Agent. 
Help for Pensioners on Low Incomes   
 Are you receiving the basic state pension and struggling 
to manage?  Your Village Agent can tell you if there is any 
help available.  In addition to Pension Credit, you might get 
help with NHS costs, or a rebate on your energy bill, a 
grant for home adaptations, or a small quarterly gratuity 
from the St Johns Hospital Trust. Get in touch for a 
confidential review. 
 

Contact your Village Agent on Freephone  
0800 039 1234 

(This is an answerphone service, so please leave your 
name, address & telephone number, & we will aim to call 

you back within 48 hours.) 

mailto:nicksleap@live.co.uk
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The Three Tuns, Biddenham 
 

Under New Management 

 

Kati and Peter 

 

Book now for Fathers’ Day Sunday 16th June 

 

Children’s playground now open 

 

Bookings: 01234 354847 

 

Ethel and Eli Steel 
This last Easter weekend, where the normal arrangements are 
for family to come up to us and have a good Sunday meal, 
was different.  
 Two of our four daughters wanted to have a quiet time 
away with their own family and not with the rest of us, and 
that was completely understood and welcomed by the rest of 
us.  However, we had ordered a whole leg of pork on the 
bone which we had planned to have here.  It was large 
enough for 20 or 30 people.   
 So it was that we invited ourselves down to Maidstone to 
stay at our youngest daughter’s house where the remaining 
family members also came.  We brought our leg of pork 
down too, of course.  I usually order our leg of pork on the 
bone.  I am not afraid to carve it, and I think it roasts better, 
with a better flavour than boned for easy carving.  As it 
turned out, it was one of the largest legs we had ever had.  No 
matter, we could give bits to the family to take away 
afterwards.  
 “Dad”, my youngest daughter e-mailed, “you had better 
bring down your carving dish: ours will not be big enough”. 
 Well, I was prepared for that.  Not only the carving dish, 
but the carving knife, sharpening steel and fork as well.  The 
carving dish is large, and it’s worth a word.  
 Before Mary and I were married, Mary was a teacher at a 
north London school, and was, as a Catholic, just a little set 
apart from her colleagues.  One of her colleagues was Ethel, 
a Jewess, and they became friends.  We invited Ethel and Eli, 
her husband, to our modest wedding.  Eli and Ethel lived in 
Golders Green, where we visited them.  They made it plain 
that they were happy to receive Christmas cards, so we sent 
them.   
 One of our wedding presents was a large carving dish, 12 
inches wide by 16 inches long.  We still have it, and it is 
regularly used if we have a roast. They said, on giving it to 
us, that as Catholics have good sized families, just like Jews, 
it might be useful.  So it has proved.  Every time I carve, if 
only for a medium sized chicken, I think of them.  
 Thank you, Ethel and Eli. See you soon. God bless! 

Christopher Dawe 

Children’s playground re
- opens at the Three Tuns 
Kati and Peter are beginning to make their mark on the 
Three Tuns and have recently completed fitting out a new 
children’s playground, just in time for Fathers’ Day on the 
16th June. 

 They are working on a new website which should be up 
and running during June. 
 At the moment the pub is operating flexible hours.  So, 
if you want to eat there, call ahead.   
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The Biddenham 
Society 
What price 
democracy? 
Surprise, surprise!  The application 
18/03100/MAO to build up to 160 
dwellings on land west of Gold Lane 
was approved by 6 votes to 3 at the 
Borough’s Planning Committee meeting on 20th May, even 
though HM Inspector has still to approve the relevant 
section of the Local Plan. 
 This outcome was predictable once the officers had 
recommended approval of the scheme, and the newly 
elected committee did what they assumed was expected of 
them and supported the recommendation. However, before 
supposedly making up their minds, committee members 
had the opportunity to ask questions of the officers.  These 
turned out to be about as illuminating as a candle in a Force 
9, and inspired little confidence that many had made an 
effort to read, let alone to understand, the extensive 
documentation about, and objections to, the scheme, and its 
likely impact on the village of Biddenham.   
 How I longed for the presence of some youngsters from 
our thriving Bedfordshire Junior Debate Academy to show 
them how to frame questions which both challenge and 
inform. However, moribund though most of the members 
were, the responsibility for this disgraceful situation rests 
not with them, but with the planning officers . 
 The officers’ report on the application runs to 50 pages 
in length, and makes interesting reading, especially with 
regard to the responses from the Biddenham community.   
In total a huge 1,050 representations from local groups, 
residents and others were received with 1,049 objecting to 
the proposal and just the one individual in favour. In a 
rather irritable throw-away sentence, it was noted that 
‘some of these objections appear to be duplications of the 
same set of comments and some were received from 
multiple persons residing at the same property’.  Whatever 
planet the scribe inhabits, he/she seems oblivious to our gift 
of parliamentary democracy to the world, a process which 
is underpinned by lobbying, canvassing and generally 
trying to persuade others towards your point of view. To 
achieve such a huge response from residents is a great 
tribute to the local campaign spearheaded by the parish 
council, and is to be lauded not denigrated. 
 Having consigned the views of more than a thousand 
people to the bin, (and the writers to a thousand naughty 
steps), the scribe then continues somewhat smugly to quote 
a generous extract from the submission sent in by the sole 
person in favour of the development, no doubt as a lesson 
to us all of what constitutes a ‘proper’ and ‘acceptable’ 
response to the consultation. 
 You might hypothesise that scepticism amongst the 
planners could be the result of the objections being brief, 
and clearly the work of a demented rabble.  For example, 
the presence of phrases like the simple ‘I object’, or ‘No 
way sunshine, on yer bike’ would certainly have aroused 
heckles.  But Biddenham residents are several cuts above 
this! Over a thousand raised detailed concerns about the 
proposed access to the site; 880 suggested the development 
would harm the character of the area; 871 that it would 
cause damage to biodiversity; 850 felt that there would be 
undesirable coalescence with Bromham; and 842 suggested 
the existing infrastructure would be inadequate, and so on 
and so on, through a long list of serious implications. 
 For years the government has encouraged communities 
to take a greater interest and involvement in shaping their 
infrastructure and development, and it is frankly outrageous 
that the Bedford Borough Council Planning Department 
should choose to subvert the legitimate planning process by 
disregarding the overwhelming views of the people of 
Biddenham in such a cavalier fashion. May shame be 

heaped upon their shoulders.  
 So, what price local democracy?  160 new houses 
apparently! 

Tony Wood, Chairman 
tony.wood@redrobin.me.uk 

  

So what next and Lioncourt’s 
appeal for 249 houses? 
Following on from Tony’s well described exasperations 
about the approval of the 160 houses, I wanted to address 
two things. The first is a response to what many will feel is 
a travesty of our democratic process and the second is the 
potential for more bad news in Lioncourt’s appeal against 
the decision not to approve 249 houses. 
 For the first of these, I know many of you will be asking 
‘What can we do about this?’. There are a  range of 
possibilities and these will be considered by the Parish 
Council and others who have been involved at the sharp 
end of this debate: 
1) Legal action - Our only right of appeal is a Judicial 

Review. We have been advised this could cost tens 
of thousands, and if we lose the argument with the 
judge we would end up paying the Borough’s costs 
on top.  

2) Involvement of our MP and this blatant lack of 
consideration of democracy (1,049 objections) and 
while they may still not have carried the day, to 
disregard them outright is surely against the basics of 
our society. 

3) Journalism – ie an article about this in the local or 
even national press. 

 Watch this space, we will keep you updated but don’t 
hold your breath. 
 For the second item, for those of you who objected to 
the first application for 249 houses, you will have been 
informed by the Council that a Public Inquiry will be held 
in Bedford at 10.00am on 10th Sept and subsequent dates. 
If you wish to comment beyond your initial objection 
which the Planning Inspector will see anyway, please do so 
at www.gov.uk/appeal-planning-inspectorate. Type this url, 
click Start and enter 3227767 in the Search box on the 
right. You then want to make a ‘Representation’. 
 I believe the key facets of the argument are: 
1) The increased access danger of yet further traffic 

onto Gold Lane and the inaccuracies of the Traffics 
Assessment report as highlighted in the Parish 
Council’s independent assessment of this. 

2) The rejection of Policy 19 which allows for this 
development despite the intent to keep a gap 
between Biddenham and Bromham. 

3) Biddenham’s existing and extensive contribution to 
new housing with both the Great Denham expansion 
and the housing to the north of Bromham Road. 

4) The disregarding of 1,049 valid objections which 
will also apply to the extension to 249 houses (this is 
a massive amount to be received for a planning 
application). 

 Please know that any additional representation MUST 
be provided by 18th June so please don’t let it pass. If you 
wish to write to the Planning Inspectorate instead, please 
ask me for details. 
 Looking ahead, please also keep 10th September free. 
The village needs a significant presence for the Planning 
Inspector who will holds the Inquiry. He or she must be 
made aware of the strength of feeling of the village about 
the additional houses even though 160 have already been 
approved. 

Will Jenkin, Vice-Chairman 
wrcjenkin@gmail.com - 07768 724 379 

Founded in 1965 by a group of concerned residents, The 
Biddenham Society remains committed to the continued 
preservation of the beauty, history, character and heritage 
of the village.  

mailto:tony.wood@redrobin.me.uk
http://www.gov.uk/appeal-planning-inspectorate
mailto:wrcjenkin@gmail.com
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This month in the garden 
At last my front and back lawns are looking like continuous 
areas of mown grass rather than a random mixture of grass 
and patches of bare earth.  In April I loosened the soil in all 
the bare patches, sowed lawn seed (much to the delight of 
the wood pigeons) and lightly covered it with sieved 
topsoil.  Since then it has been well watered, either by 
sprinkler or by the blessed appearance of proper rain and 
the new seed together with some natural regeneration of the 
old turf has done the trick.  A closer look shows there are 
still small bare patches, some of which may need a bit more 
seed, but the overall effect is pretty good. A downpour in 
May means that the soil is nicely wet at the moment but a 
return of dry weather may pose the problem of whether or 
not to water the lawn. Official advice is to leave it 
unwatered and it will regrow but last year showed that this 
may not apply to prolonged very hot drought and newly 
sown or turfed areas will certainly need continued 
watering. 
 Something that isn’t looking so good is the pond. A 
fortnight’s holiday together with a lot of time spent on the 
lawn has meant neglect elsewhere and now the pond needs 
a lot of attention. The first thing is to scoop out the blanket 
weed. The official method is to twist it out round a stick 
but I have found that a carefully wielded garden rake is 
much more efficient. This helps to thin out oxygenating 
plants at the same time and if you pull out more than you 
wanted to you can always drop some of it back and it will 
regrow. Duckweed is becoming a problem and I use a 
child’s fishing net for this. Whatever vegetation you take 
out of the pond examine it carefully for wildlife, newts, 
tadpoles, water snails and dragonfly larvae and, having 
rescued what you can see, leave the weed on the side of the 
pond so that the things you have missed can get themselves 
back in the water.  Plants that you want in the pond may 
need thinning or weeding. If you have water lilies 
remember that the flowers resent being disturbed either by 
running water or by physical action. 
 A lot of work in the garden will now be maintenance 
rather than propagation but successional sowing of lettuce, 
other salad leaf crops, radish and carrots can be continued. 
This is also the time for sowing biennial flowers that will 
flower next year, like foxgloves or wallflowers, and also 
perennial flowers. They are much cheaper to grow from 
seed rather than bought from a nursery or garden centre. 
 Uppermost on the maintenance list will be weeding. 
This not only makes things look good but allows plants the 
room to grow properly. As I have often said, a little and 
often is the best policy. Use a hoe in the vegetable garden 
and where there is room in flower beds. Otherwise lift 
weeds with a hand fork and turn over the soil at the same 
time.  Keep earthing up potatoes to stop the crop near the 
surface going green.  
 Dead-heading flowers will also keep you busy and this 
applies particularly to roses and annual flowers. Plants in 
containers will need regular liquid feeding as well as 
watering.  Roses are thirsty plants and need a good soaking 
every now and again. Green fly on roses can be a problem 
now and are best treated with a soapy spray (diluted 
washing-up liquid).  Perennial plants may well need 
staking or providing other support. Soft fruits will be near 
ripening and may need some net protection if they are not 
in a fruit cage. Cherries are particularly vulnerable but 
gooseberries left to ripen fully to eat raw will also be 
tempting for birds. Watch out for slug and snail activity 
and current thinking from the RHS is that beer traps are the 
most effective way of reducing their impact. Once you 
have got the beer in you can always drown your sorrows if 
the traps don’t work.    

Jeremy Arthern 
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Biddenham Gardeners 
Association 
Capel Manor 
Our speaker at a well-attended meeting on 21st May was 
Anne Luder. Anne is a retired horticulturalist, garden 
designer and part-time lecturer at Capel Manor College in 
Enfield. The college is primarily a horticultural college and 
offers a wide range of courses to students from the age of 
16 to 60 and beyond. 
 The site of Capel Manor was formerly known as 
Honeylands owing to its association with the nearby 
Waltham Abbey where the monks were famous for their 
production of honey and a honey-based drink similar to 
mead.  The estate has many royal connections. It is thought 
to be the burial place of King Harold. It was a hunting 
ground for Henry VII and Henry VIII and at one time was 
owned by Elizabeth I. She gave it away as a royal favour to 
one of her courtiers as she didn’t need it for herself 
because she owned the nearby, and much grander, Hatfield 
House. The royal connection has continued until the 
present day. The Old Manor garden at the college which 
displays plants associated with the period was opened by 
Queen Elizabeth II and a room named for Deborah, 
Duchess of Devonshire was opened by Prince Charles.  
 Anne showed pictures of the current Capel Manor 
house which is a modest–sized house dating from the 
1750s and she talked about the many private owners of the 
estate before it  was established as a college, initially under 
the ownership of Enfield council and then as an 
independent trust. The Duchess of Devonshire was a 
driving force in the establishment of the college, using her 
dominant personality to extract funds from her many 
connections. Another forceful woman who did much to 
secure the success of the college was Frances Perry VMH a 
well-known horticulturalist in her day. By the time the 
college was set up the gardens on the estate had largely 
been lost although there are still a number of fine trees 
whose ancestors were sent over from their Indian tea 
plantations by members of the Warren family who were 
the owners of the company that is now PG Tips. 

 

Café B…  

Tuesday 18th June 
 

Biddenham Village Hall 
10.30 am – 12.00 noon 

 

Selection of teas, coffees, 
hot chocolate and juice 

Home baked cakes  
Book Swap 

 
Next café 16th July 

 There are 34 acres of land at the college and there are at 
least forty separate gardens designed as teaching aids and 
for public viewing as a source of inspiration for the wide 
range of possibilities offered by typical garden plots, many 
of them long and narrow. From its early days the college 
has been open to the public as a means of raising funds and 
it is open for 363 days a year. 
 The college was set up initially to provide training for 
nurserymen and parks gardeners but the range of courses 
has grown enormously and is now carried on at a variety of 
sites in addition to Capel Manor.  The bias is still heavily in 
favour of horticultural subjects providing qualifications 
nearly up to degree level including RHS qualifications and 
the royal connection is continued with plans for the 
establishment of the Princess Royal College of Animal 
Management and Saddlery. 
 Anne’s personal connection with the college has been as 
a part-time lecturer on using horticulture as therapy for the 
severely physically disabled. Capel Manor has for a long 
time exhibited at the Chelsea Flower show and Anne was 
for many years a member of the team going to Chelsea. She 
told us of the wonderful experience of being there at 5.00 in 
the morning with few people about and she also spoke 
about the way she has seen design ideas and even structural 
objects being recycled from earlier shows.  
 Anne concluded with an account of one more Capel 
royal connection which was personal to her. A new garden 
was being developed in honour of Queen Elizabeth the 
Queen Mother and, at the age of 100 the Queen Mother 
agreed to come to Capel Manor to open it. To everyone’s 
surprise she did a lot more than the official, limited, 
programme and she went on a tour of some of the gardens. 
For many years Anne has run courses for disabled children 
who were brought to the college by ambulance. One of 
these courses coincided with the Queen Mother’s visit but 
no-one had realised this to say it should be cancelled. As 
ambulances arrived the Queen mother’s equerry authorised 
the go-ahead and the children finished up having tea with 
the royal visitor. This was the Queen Mother’s last public 
engagement. 
 The next BGA meeting will be on 18th June and will be 
a presentation by Geoff Hodge on ‘Weeds and the weed- 
free garden’.  
 Our plant sale on 18th May raised £165 and we are very 
grateful to all those who brought plants to sell and those 
who came in the rain to buy them. 

Jeremy Arthern 
 

 New members and visitors are always welcome.  For 
more information contact Linda Truscott on 01234 
270747. 
www.biddenhamgardenersassociation.org.uk 

An unusual course at Capel Manor is botanical 
illustration.  For more information about the 
Manor and the college visit www.capel.ac.uk 

http://www.biddenhamgardenersassociation.org.uk/
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100 CLUB 
April draw 
1. Maggie Wilson    26 
2. Philippa Reynolds  122 
3. Sadie Thornton     97 

Drawn by Peter Leverkus 
 

Mobile Library 
Great Denham Community Centre 
Saturdays 1st, 15th, 29th June 
2.20pm-2.40pm 
Biddenham  
Thursdays 6th & 20th June 
Church End 10.00am-10.20am 
Nodders Way 10.25am-10.50am 

Remember your library card! 

Welcome Packs for  
New Biddenham Residents 

Contact Richard Church  Tel: 214805 

First Friday 

Lunch 
Soup, sandwich or baked potato, 

pudding and a drink,  
on the first Friday of every month 

in Biddenham Village Hall 
from 12.30pm 

£7.00 
 

Draw for 2 free lunch tickets every month 
Book swap  

Friday, 7th June, 5th July 
 

To book: email firstfridaylunch@outlook.com 
Or text/leave a message on 07412 559584  

Regular Events in Biddenham 
Monday 
10.00am  Cha Char Chimps Village Hall 
10.00am  Yoga   Pavilion 
2.30pm    Cardiac Rehab exercise Pavilion 
6.30pm    Pilates   Pavilion 
6.30pm    Mat Pilates   Church Barn 
7.15pm    Guides (term-time) Village Hall 
7.45pm    Martial Arts   Pavilion 
Tuesday 
10.00am   Art   Church Barn 
10.00am   Personal Fitness Pavilion 
4.00pm     Ballet (term-time) Village Hall 
7.00pm     Personal Fitness/Circuits Pavilion 
8.00pm     Country Dancing (2nd & 4th in month) Village Hall 
Wednesday  
9.45am      Hopping Bunnies (music for toddlers) Pavilion 
10.00am    Tai Chi   Church Barn 
10.00,11.00 &12.00 Baby College (term-time) Village Hall 
2.00pm      Table Tennis  Pavilion 
2.30pm      Art   Church Barn 
6.30pm      Aerobics   Pavilion 
6.30pm      Handbell Ringing Practice Church Barn 
7.30pm      Ballroom Dancing (term-time) Village Hall 
Thursday  
9.45am       Hopping Bunnies (music for toddlers) Pavilion 
9.30-11.30am    Under 5's (term-time) Village Hall 
2.00pm       U3A Handbells Church Barn 
2.00pm       Love to Dance Pavilion 
7.00pm       Fit-Steps   Pavilion 
7.30pm       Whist (2nd & 4th in month) Village Hall 
Friday  
8.30 & 9.30am  Pilates  Village Hall 
9.30am        Jo Jingles (Children’s musical group) Pavilion 
11.00am      Mother & Baby Yoga (except 1st Friday) Village Hall 
3.30-7.30pm     Ballet classes (term-time) Village Hall 
1.45-4.45pm     Duplicate Bridge Church Barn 
7.00pm        Martial Arts Pavilion 
7.00pm        Choir Practice Church Barn 
8.00pm        Tango   Village Hall 
Saturday 
9.30am         Pregnancy Yoga Village Hall 
9.30am         Zumba   Pavilion 
10.45am       Zumbini   Pavilion 
Sunday  
9.00 -10.00am  Explorers Church Barn 
7.30pm          Karma Yoga Village Hall 

 

Hall Booking Details 
 
Biddenham Village Hall 
From the Village Hall website you can check availability 
on the diary, look at the facilities and download a booking 
form. Contact details for regular events are also there. 
www.biddenhamvillagehall.org.uk  
 
Church Barn 
Contact the Booking Officer, Jan Burns on 344019 or 
janburns@gmx.com if you would like to hire the barn.  
Smaller than the Village Hall, it is ideal for a small party 
or meeting. 
 
Pavilion 
The hall is available for children's parties, anniversary 
lunches, christening receptions, meetings etc. We can also 
hire the small upstairs meeting room which has tea and 
coffee making facilities. 
Booking enquiries to biddenhampavilion@hotmail.co.uk 
or Debs Slade on 07808 579330. 
 
Great Denham Community Hall 
www.greatdenhamcommunityhall.co.uk 

The Friends of St James 
- the charity which helps conserve 
the church, churchyard and barn 
for future generations  
 

Membership  Peter Leverkus   Tel: 353662 
Treasurer   Paul Fricker    Tel: 342843 

 

 
For regular events at Great Denham 
Community Hall, go to 
www.greatdenhamcommunityhall.co.uk/ 

mailto:biddenhampavilion@hotmail.co.uk
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June 
Sat 1 Jun   Mobile Library, Great Denham Community Centre, 2.20-2.40pm, see p19 
Sun 2 Jun  All Age Service, St James’s, 9.00am, 
    Holy Communion, St James’s, 6.00pm 
Sun 2 Jun   Plant Fair & Open Gardens, Moggerhanger Park, 10.00am-4.00pm, see p4 
Mon 3 Jun  Great Denham Parish Council meeting, GD Community Hall, see p8 
Tue 4 Jun   Peter’s Picturehouse, Biddenham Village Hall, 7.00pm, see p13 
Thu 6 Jun   Mobile Library, Biddenham, see p19 
Fri 7 Jun   First Friday Lunch, Biddenham Village Hall, 12.30pm, see p19 
Fri 7 Jun   Children’s Community Cinema, Great Denham Community Hall, 3.00pm, see p11 
Fri 7 Jun   Pop up Pub, Great Denham Community Hall, 8.30pm, see p11 
Sun 9 Jun  Parish Communion, St James’s, 9.00am 
    Evening Prayer, All Saints, 6.00pm 
Sun 9 Jun   Open Garden, Tofte Manor, Sharnbrook, 1.30-5.00pm, see p17 
Sun 9 Jun   Biddenham Pond Summer Event & AGM, Church Barn, 3.30pm, see p8 
Tue 11 Jun  barn@2, Church Barn, 2.00pm, see p10 
Wed 12 Jun  Biddenham Parish Council, Biddenham Pavilion, 7.30pm, see p12 
Fri 14 Jun  Coffee and Cake, Church Barn, 10.30am-12.00noon, see p8 
Sat 15 Jun  Mobile Library, Great Denham Community Centre, 2.20-2.40pm, see p19 
Sun 16 Jun  Parish Communion, St James’s, 9.00am, 
    All Age Worship, Church Barn, 4.00pm      
    Shalom Service, St James’s, 6.00pm (Refreshments from 4.45pm in the Church Barn) 
Sun 16 Jun  Manor House, Milton Ernest, 1.30-5.00pm, see p17 
Tue 18 Jun  Café B, Biddenham Village Hall, 10.30am-12.00noon, see p18 
Tue 18 Jun  Messy Church, Church Barn, 4.30-6.00pm, see p2 
Tue 18 Jun  Biddenham Gardeners Association, Biddenham Village Hall, 7.30pm, see p18 
Thu 20 Jun  Mobile Library, Biddenham, see p19 
Sat 22 Jun  ‘London: City of Surprises’, Church Barn, 7.30pm, see p10 
Sun 23Jun  Parish Communion, St James’s, 9.00am, 
    No evening service 
Sun 23 Jun  Open Garden, Addersey End House, Stoke Goldington , 1.30-5.00pm, see p17 
Sat 29 Jun  Biddenham Pond Dip, 2.00pm, see p8 
Sat 29 Jun  Mobile Library, Great Denham Community Centre, 2.20-2.40pm, see p19 
Sun 30Jun  Parish Communion, St James’s, 9.00am, 
    No evening service 
Sun 30 Jun  Great Denham Summer Festival, Great Denham Community Hall, 12.00noon-6.00pm, see p11 
Sun 30 Jun  Open Garden, Southill Park, 2.00-5.00pm, see p17 

July 

Mon 1 Jul  Great Denham Parish Council meeting, GD Community Hall, see p8 
Mon 1 Jul  Biddenham History Society, Church Barn, 8.00pm, see p9 
Tue 2 Jul   Peter’s Picturehouse, Biddenham Village Hall, 7.00pm, see p13 
Fri 5 Jul   First Friday Lunch, Biddenham Village Hall, 12.30pm, see p19 
Sat 6 Jul   ‘Unisong’, St Owen’s church, Bromham, 7.30pm, see p14 
Sun 7 Jul   All Age Service, St James’s, 9.00am, 
    Evensong, St James’s, 6.00pm 
Sun 7 Jul   Church End Open Gardens, 2.00-5.00pm,  
    see p11 
Sun 14 Jul  Parish Communion, St James’s, 9.00am 
    Evening Prayer, All Saints, 6.00pm 
Sun 14 Jul  Open Garden, Howbury Hall, Renhold,  
    1.30-5.00pm, see p17 
Tue 16 Jul  Café B, Biddenham Village Hall,  
    10.30am-12.00noon, see p18 
Tue 16 Jul  Messy Church, Church Barn, 4.30-6.00pm,  
    see p2 

 

The Loop 
Editor    Jean Gambold   Tel  349849 

Proof Reader Jacqui Piper    Tel  356993 

Church correspondent   Peta Martin Tel  348718 

Advertising  Clare Sugars    Tel  355262 
Subscriptions Richard Harris   Tel  210434 
Distribution  Richard Church   Tel  214805 
All July/August articles, preferably by e-mail in Word 

format, to loopeditor@gmail.com 
or to 22 Day’s Lane and adverts to 3 Queen’s Close  

(cj.sugars@talktalk.net) by  
Thursday, 20th June please. 

 
The views expressed in ‘The Loop’ by 
various community groups do not 
necessarily represent the views of St 
James's Church or the Parochial 
Church Council. 
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For regular events listings see page 19 

For cricket fixtures see page 7 

Contributors please note that next month’s 
Loop will cover both July and August. 


