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        The Loop  
             

                 

‘The Loop’ is published by the Parish Church of St James as a service 
to the communities of Biddenham and Great Denham  

The editor welcomes contributions from residents and friends via email to 
loopeditor@gmail.com 

World Book Day at St James’ 

Save the date! 
 

The 2019 Biddenham Show 
will be held on Sunday 8th 
September.  Don’t miss it! 

Bulky Waste 
Collections 
There will be bulky waste 
collections in Biddenham and 
Great Denham over the 
weekend of 18th/19th May.  
More details next month. 

Don’t forget the Annual 
Meetings 
April brings the annual meetings of St James’s church and 
Biddenham Parish.  Both will be highly informative with 
presentations and reports from the organisations that 
contribute so much to our lives here.  More details are on 
pages 5 and 11. 
 Great Denham’s Annual Meetings will be on 13th May. 

Happy Easter to all our 
readers 
These hatching chicks brightened the spring term at St 
James’ primary school.  For more news from the school 
including their activities for World Book Day, shown 
below, see page 3. 
 There are lots of events at St James’s church to 
celebrate the Easter season, from Mothering Sunday 
through Holy Week to the Easter Day Celebration Service.  
Children can look forward to special activities including an 
Easter Egg Hunt, crafts and songs on Good Friday.  See 
inside for details. 
 Information about events in Great Denham is on page 5. 

Summer’s 
coming! 
The new outdoor cricket season is upon us 
with junior outdoor training starting on 
23rd April and the first home matches on 
the weekend of 27th/28th April.  The 
newly promoted Sunday team have their 
first home fixture in the 1st Division of the 

Bedfordshire County League against Eggington Foresters 
on Sunday 5th May.  
 For lots more information including how to open your 
account/renew your subscription to the 100 Club, see pages 
6 and 7. 
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Letter from 
the Vicar 
Dear Friends 
I have an old clock which, five 
or six years ago, I bought from 
an antique shop.  Inside there is 
an intricate machine made of 
brass cogs and springs that 
together have simply lost their 
way.  It can no longer mark 
time coherently.  If I wind it, it 
may go fast or slow, it may 
chime, but as much as it 
chooses.  I have thought of 
getting it repaired, but just never got round to it. 
 This is very unlike the clock on the wall of a house I 
sometimes visit.  I take communion to the lady who owns 
it, and it remains a perfect time keeper, beating a constant, 
loud, steady rhythm to mark the passing of time. 
 The woman lives alone and as far as I am aware, she 
rarely watches TV or listens to the radio.  I wonder how, in 
the silence of her isolation, that rhythm has become a part 
of her.  
 The last time I visited her, I realised that she is actually 
subject to the tyranny of that clock.  I had needed to wait 
for a person who was coming to the Diocesan offices in St 
Albans and, for various reasons, he was around 45 minutes 
late.  This meant that I was also late to take communion to 
this lady.  
 When I arrived at her house, I realised how anxious she 
had become.  The vicar was late, and this poor, 
housebound person had no control of it.  She had nothing 
else to do, but she was at the mercy of this ticking clock.  
 A little later she explained to me that the day before, 
because of the shortage of staff in a hospital, she had had 
to wait five hours to see a consultant.  While she had been 
at the hospital the clock was still ticking around four miles 
away, in her home. She could not hear it but no doubt, in 
her waiting, she could feel it.  She, like so many vulnerable 
people, was always waiting.  She was always at the mercy 
of others, and of time.  
 It seems that the weaker people become, and the poorer 
they become, the more dependent on others they become. 
The limits of time are also imposed on them by others, 
because they are no longer in control of life’s momentum. 
 As we approach Easter, consider the passion of Jesus. 
We think of this passion as his death on the cross.  The 
word passion actually has its origin in an ancient Greek 
word which means to be acted on, or to have no control of 
one’s destiny.  It is from this word that we also get the 
word ‘passive’.  Jesus was passed from pillar to post by 
violent people who eventually nailed him to the cross.  It 
was God Himself who raised Jesus from the dead, and 
ultimately turned that passion into something powerful and 
liberating. 
 I guess that the experience of Jesus gives him so much 
empathy with this lady, and all others who experience any 
kind of disempowerment.  In the background of this 
experience we can perhaps sense something that is similar 
to the ticking of a clock.  It is actually the heartbeat of a 
loving God, who suffers with us when we are weak and 
most powerless.  He is the perfect companion to those who 
are disempowered, who are weak and who are at the mercy 
of others.  
 Beyond this, there is the promise of hope that comes 
with the empowerment of Easter. 
 God bless,  

Eric 

The Parish Church of St 
James, serving 

Biddenham & Great 
Denham 

Vicar   Rev Eric Lomax     Tel: 852241 
    ericjohnlomax64@aol.com 
Readers  Christopher Dawe    Tel  363890 
    Paul Fricker      Tel  342843 
Churchwardens 
    Laurie Hurn      Tel  364251 
    Edwin Martin      Tel  348718  
Verger   Hilary Hurn      Tel  364251 
Secretary  Jacqui Piper      Tel  356993 
Treasurer  Michael Hurford     Tel  271746 

Organist/Choirmaster Graham Weeks  Tel  07552 052840 
Pioneer Ministers 
   Suzette Maguire  manorsuzette@btinternet.com 
   David Maguire  hedgesplathog29@hotmail.com  

www.stjamesbiddenham.com 

 

 

Don’t forget the 
Foodbank  
Please continue to bring in-date 
non-perishable food. The container 
is at the back of the church.   
 You can find the latest list of items needed by Bedford 
food bank at https:// bedford.foodbank.org.uk/give-help/
donate-food/  

mailto:manorsuzette@btinternet.com
mailto:hedgesplathog29@hotmail.com
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St James’ School 
As ever, much busyness in school as 
we hurtle towards Easter. Our older 
children have been enjoying weekly 
swimming and dance lessons, whilst 
younger children re-created the Great 
Fire of London on the school field. We 
also witnessed 10 new chicks hatching, as part of our 
science week on the theme of journeys, and celebrated 
World Book Day by dressing up as our favourite book 
characters. 
 We are always conscious of our place in the village, 
enjoying the relationships we have with our neighbours 
and friends beyond the school family. There is a Twitter 
feed (@StJamesHead) if you’d like to follow the day-to-
day events in school, as well as our website (http://
www.stjamesprimary.org.uk/). There are also some other 
ways you can contribute to the life of our thriving village 
school: 
• We are collecting coins for cash.  If you have any 

old coins which are no longer legal tender or any 
foreign coins left over from holidays past, please 
consider donating them to school, as we can earn 
cashback, there’s a collection tin in our main 
reception area. 

• We are currently collecting bottle tops, to re-use by 
creating pictures for the school and to make special 
bins. The children are very concerned about the 
increasing problem of plastic pollution, and are keen 
to do something positive. If you do have any bottle 
tops (or find any littered around the village), please 
bring those into the main office also. 

• Shortly, we will also start to collect batteries for re-
cycling.  We’re just awaiting the collection bins, 
which will probably arrive after the Easter holidays. 

The Great Fire 

• Consider using Easyfundraising when carrying out 
online shopping. Basically, if you do, the school 
receives a percentage donation from a massive range 
of retailers including Amazon, John Lewis, 
Debenhams, Sainsbury’s, insurance/phone/holiday 
firms.  The list seems endless, and for very little 
effort, it provides free money for the children. Go to 
www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stjamespsa/ for 
more information.  

• Our PSA are also planning ahead; a summer fayre, 
quiz night and (hopefully) a fun run are all on the 
planning agenda. We’d love your support as and 
when these take place. We’ll keep you posted! 

 We remain a small, family focused school, but don’t let 
our size stop us from staying busy and living life fully. 
 All good wishes for a blessed Easter, 

Maria & all of us at St James’  
Maria Soulsby 

Headteacher 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stjamespsa/
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R J GASCOYNE 
THE PLUMBING, HEATING 

AND GAS COMPANY 
Boiler changes, system upgrades, 

bathrooms, fault finding, servicing, 
maintenance, gas safety & landlord 

certificates, repairs, all heating, plumbing, 
drainage and gas work undertaken. 

 
All from a friendly, reliable, trustworthy 

and professional engineer. 
 

Contact Ryan on 
TEL: 07980 209587  

or EMAIL 
ryangascoynephg@gmail.com 

St Joseph’s 
and St 
Gregory’s 
A Visit From Britain’s Tallest 
Man 
On Tuesday 4th March we had a 
visit from Paul Sturgess.  It was a fantastic day and he 
inspired both the children and the staff.  It was wonderful 
to hear Paul talking about how he had “owned his 
uniqueness” and encouraged everyone in the school to find 
their passion so that they can pursue it.  The children also 
had a chance to learn some new skills with a basketball 
lesson where we learned how to dribble and do tricks with 
a basketball and had races too. Some children even got to 
balance a spinning ball on their finger (or heads!). Overall 
it was a fantastic day which the children really enjoyed. We 
are looking forward to all of our children finding their 
passion. 

Book Fair Success 
Last week saw the Book 
Fair take place and this 
was timed to coincide 
with World Book Day. 
The fair was consistently 
busy and all the 
wonderful and very 
creative biblical outfits 
on World Book Day 
created a ‘buzz’ around 
the school and made for a 
very enjoyable event.  Students thoroughly enjoyed the 
opportunity to browse new books and to make 
recommendations to each other.  We would like to extend a 
big thank you to all the parents and pupils for their support, 
which helped make this Book Fair and World Book Day 
another memorable and worthwhile event. 
Widdershins Puppet Theatre visit 
Andy from Widdershins Puppet Theatre came to visit the 
Puffins and Penguins on Thursday 14th March to perform 

The Three Billy 
Goats Gruff.  It 
was amazing. 
  First, he 
performed the 
story using his 
puppets.  He made 
them all himself! 
 During the 
performance there 
was music and 
Andy pretended to 
be the troll!  It 
was very funny. 
 After the 

performance, the Penguins went back to the classroom and 
the Puffins stayed to learn how to use puppets.  We made 
them wave, yawn, search, touch different parts of their 
heads and put their hands behind their ears because they 
couldn't hear.  Then the Puffins went back to the classroom 
and the Penguins learned how to perform with the puppets. 

Disillusion 
From a student: 
 "I want you to be 
somebody I want to grow up 
to be like. I want you to step 
up and live by the Bible 
Standards. I want you to be 
inexplicably generous, 
unbelievably faithful and 
radically committed. I want 
you to be a noticeably better 
person than my humanist 
teacher, than my atheist doctor, than my Hindu next door 
neighbour. I want you to sell all that you have and give it to 
the poor. I want you to not worry about your health like 
you are afraid of dying. I want you to live like you actually 
believe in the God you preach about. 
 “I don't want you to be like me; I want you to be like 
Jesus. That's when I will start listening." 
 From "You lost Me" by David Kinnaman published by 
Baker books.  
 50% of young Christians lose their faith between 16 and 
30 because of disillusion with the difference between what 
Christians say and how they live. 

Edwin Martin 
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Peter’s Picturehouse 
It was marvellous to see so many people at our showing of 
Finding Your Feet at Peter’s Picturehouse in March. Please 
do join us again on Tuesday 2nd April for probably the 
most famous Hollywood movie of all time, Casablanca. 
Doors open at 7.00pm and the showing starts at 7.30pm, 
tickets available on the door priced £5. 
 On Tuesday 7th May our film is Phantom Thread, a 
historical drama set in New York City, starring Daniel Day
-Lewis. Hot and cold drinks and ice creams will be on sale 
at each film showing. 

Events in Great Denham 
Here are the dates of the next few events taking place in 
Great Denham. 
 All are at Great Denham Community Hall 
Children’s Community Cinema: Friday 5th April, doors 
open 3.00pm, film starts 3.30pm 
Pop-Up Pub: Friday 5th April, 8.30pm 
Easter Events 
16th April: Spring Crafts  11.00am-12.00noon & 1.00-
2.00pm 
20th April: Easter Egg Hunt 1.00pm 
20th April: Easter Children's Party 1.00pm & 3.30pm 
 Contact for the above events is: 
bookings@greatdenhamcommunityhall.co.uk 
 Great British Spring Clean, Great Denham Litter Pick: 
Sunday 14th April, 10.00am to noon. Meet at the Hall, 
equipment and refreshments will be provided. For more 
details contact gdclerk@hotmail.co.uk 

St James’s Annual 
Meetings 
A reminder that St James's Church will be holding its 
annual meetings in the Church at 7.30pm on Monday 1st 
April.  Copies of the Annual Report are currently available 
at the back of the Church.  Do come along and find out 
more about the vibrant community that is St James's 
Church! 

Jacqui Piper 
PCC Secretary  

Volunteers at last 
summer’s litter 
pick 

mailto:bookings@greatdenhamcommunityhall.co.uk
mailto:gdclerk@hotmail.co.uk
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Biddenham 
Cricket Club 
The Club’s Annual General Meeting 
was held on Monday 25th February at 
the Three Tuns. The AGM was well-
attended and included a review of the 
club’s activities in the past year 
including the success of the junior 
section under the effective management of Chris Spurgeon.  
Junior membership was maintained with around 90 
youngsters able to participate during the season across 5 
teams with an age range between 7 and 15.  Thanks are due 
to all those whose hard work made this possible. 
 The senior side of the club enjoyed success with the 
Saturday side, led by David Morrish, achieving promotion 
to Division 1 of the Four Counties League. The Sunday 
league side once again achieved promotion in the 
Bedfordshire County League and now has a place in 
Division 1 which, in theory, means Biddenham is now one 
of the top 18 senior teams in Bedfordshire.  The midweek 
team achieved a win in the plate competition and also 
finished top of its division in the Bedford Midweek 
League. 
 The meeting recorded thanks to the club’s vice-
presidents and sponsors together with all those who have 
donated time or funds to the club in the past 12 months.     
Thanks were recorded to David Watson for his work to 
achieve a consistently high standard both of pitches and the 
ground in general that provides an excellent centre point 
for the village in the summer for all to enjoy. 
 The meeting moved on to elect the club’s committee. 
The full list of club officers for 2019 is as follows: 

Chairman       Glenn Taylor 
Vice Chairman      TJ Gill 
Youth Chairman     Chris Spurgeon 
Secretary        Richard Ebbs  
Club Captain      Gary Linton-Walls 
Saturday Captain     David Morrish  
Midweek Captain     Glenn Taylor 
Sunday League Captain   Will Lowerson  
Club Welfare Officer    Maija Bissett 
Ground Manager     David Watson  
Cricket Secretary and Treasurer Richard Fone 
Parish Council Liaison   Peter Marks 
Membership Secretary   Sam Jones 
Sponsorship and Social Secretary James Gardner 

 The May report will include more details of the senior 
sides. The popular Monday evening junior training 
sessions will commence, weather permitting, on (for one 
week) Tuesday 23rd April with the first junior matches 
scheduled for Sunday 28th April.  Parents of all junior 
members from 2018 will be contacted by-email to invite 
them to re-join for 2019. 
 The club will be running 5 junior teams in 2019, U9’s, 
two U11 teams, U13’s and U15’s.  All teams have fixtures 
in the Bedfordshire Youth League.  Details of all the club’s 
home games up to the end of May are included on the 
opposite page. 
 The junior training and significant number of matches 
to be played before the end of July require detailed 
preparation and planning.  We are very lucky to have a 
committed group of volunteers under the supervision of 
Chris Spurgeon.  With the number of juniors we have, all 
help is much appreciated.  
 If anyone feels that they would like to become involved 
in helping with the junior section of the club, please 
contact me or Chris Spurgeon.  A separate DBS certificate 
from the England and Wales Cricket Board will be 
required to be obtained by anyone wishing to become 
involved.  Thankfully this is now a much improved online 
process administered by Maija Bissett, the club’s Welfare 
Officer. 
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 The club is rightly proud of its ECB Clubmark status 
held since 2003.  2019 will see a full re-accreditation 
review of Clubmark by Bedfordshire Cricket. This process 
is undertaken every 3 or 4 years and includes a review of 
all our policies relating to the care of junior (under 16) 
members including the procedures we have for recruiting 
volunteers. 
 Club news, fixtures and results appear on the website at 
http://biddenham.play-cricket.com/home 
 The 100 club, provides the club with useful income and 
also raises its profile within the village amongst the 

residents for an annual fee of £12.  If you would like to 
join the cricket club as a member, you will also gain 
automatic entry into the 100 club draw, which is held each 
month.   

Richard Fone 
 Contact numbers: 
Chairman     Glenn Taylor  07778 479479 
Cricket Secretary   Richard Fone   07818 678697 
Club Welfare Officer  Maija Bissett  589473 
100 Club      Judith O’Quinn  363489 
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The next Parish Council meeting is on 1st April at 7.30pm 
in the Mercia Suite, Great Denham Community Hall, 
Saxon Way.  There are 15 minutes for public questions at 
the beginning of the meeting.   
 The Annual Parish Meeting and the Annual Meeting of 
the Parish Council will be held on 13th May. 
 To keep up to date with developments at Great Denham 
log on to http://www.greatdenham.bedsparishes.gov.uk/ 

Great Denham 
Parish Council 

Five members of Biddenham Handbell Ringers are 
involved in this regional team including Anthea Slark 
(350644) and Rosemary Harris (210434) who can be 
contacted for tickets.  

Bedford School Brass 
Ensembles Concert 
The reputation of the Bedford School Brass Ensembles 
preceded them. We had heard that they were very good.  
We were not to be disappointed when they came to play at 
St James’s Church, Biddenham on Saturday 2nd March in 
support of the Friends of St James.   
 The Senior Brass, A Quintet, B Quintet and Junior 
Brass treated us to an evening of superb playing and a 
varied programme of pieces that appealed to many different 
tastes in music. 
 Senior Brass and then the B Quintet started by playing a 
selection of Bach pieces arranged for brass: the Little 
Fugue in G Minor, 2 Chorales, the Cantata O Jesu Christ, 
Mein’s Lebens Licht and a Little Prelude.  Junior Brass 
played a series of medleys with tunes that we all 
recognized: a Spy Movie Medley, a Jungle Book Medley 
and Superbatspiderman.  The latter gave rise to the title of 
the evening’s programme ‘From Bach to Batman’. 
 Senior Brass ended with some arrangements of 
television themes, Ground Force and Soldier Soldier, that 
stirred our memories. For fans of Queen and Freddie 
Mercury, they played Don’t Stop Me Now and Bohemian 
Rhapsody.   
 Perhaps the highlight of the evening, though, was the 
section of the programme that was played just before the 
interval. Each of the four pieces showcased a highly 
talented member of the Senior Brass: Tico featured 
trumpeter, Henry Poppleton; High on a Hill featured 
trumpeter, Ben Watson; Bluebells of Scotland featured 
trombonist, Enoch Tze; and Czardas featured the President 
of the Music Club, tuba player, Silas Sanders.  All four 
musicians showed great maturity and musicality in their 
playing.  They were a delight to listen to. 
 We would like to thank Andrew Groom for bringing his 
students to give the concert, and for his very helpful and 
interesting introductions to the pieces.  Also thanks is due 
to Diana Shooter for introducing the concert and moving 
the vote of thanks.  The Barkas family, John and Nancy 
and their daughters, provided delicious refreshments in the 
Church Barn in the interval. Their hard work and effort 
were very much appreciated. We all agreed that we had had 
an excellent evening of wine, tasty refreshments, and 
wonderful music. 

Paul and Kathy Fricker 
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Just a reminder that our spring work morning is taking 
place on Saturday 6th April between 10.00am and noon. 
Please wear stout footwear, bring gardening gloves and 
useful tools, and the Committee will provide hot drinks 
and biscuits mid-morning.  Everyone is welcome, 
although child volunteers must be aged 14 and over and 
supervised at all times by a responsible adult who is a 
family member. All help will be very much appreciated. 
 A second date for your diaries is the annual Frog Foray 
on Friday 12th April starting at 9.00pm when the pond 
should be teeming with life. Please bring a torch so that 
you are able to fully appreciate the life in our pond. 
Children of all ages are very welcome, but they must be 
accompanied by an adult who will be responsible for their 
safety at all times. Please do not bring dogs with you. 
 We look forward to seeing you at one or both of our 
events. 

The Pond Team 
Contact Details 
Chris Jones   chrishj49@gmail.com 
Paul Godden pgodden@btinternet.com 
Jane Knight  jane@80kltd.co.uk 
 
Forthcoming date: 
AGM and tea Sunday 9th June 3.30pm  
 
www.biddenhamvillagepond.wordpress.com 
www.facebook.com/biddenhamvillagepond 

See you 
at the 
Pond? 

BIDDENHAM GARDENERS' ASSOCIATION 
We are holding a plant sale on Saturday 18th 

May at 8, Darlow Drive 
from 2.00pm to 4.00pm.  

All are welcome and if you have plants for 
sale please bring them on the morning of the 

sale. 

mailto:chrishj49@gmail.com
mailto:pgodden@btinternet.com
mailto:jane@80kltd.co.uk
http://www.biddenhamvillagepond.wordpress.com
http://4.00.pm/
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The Three Tuns, Biddenham 
 

Monday: 3pm – 11pm No food available 

Tuesday – Saturday: 11am – midnight 

Tuesday: lunch only 

Sunday: 11am – 11pm 

Food Available 12pm- 4pm 

 

Extensive Bar and Restaurant Menu 

& 

Weekly Specials Board 

 

Monthly Live 

Music Nights 

 

Pub Quiz with 

Cash Prize! Every 

other Monday 

 

Bookings: 01234 354847 

Find us on Facebook: 

ThreeTunsBiddenham 

barn@2 
Jed Pascoe’s 
Visit 
It was a case of ‘now for 
something completely 
different’ for the barn@2 
group in March as we had 
invited Jed Pascoe, a 
caricaturist and illustrator, 
to join us for the afternoon. 
 Jed began by 
reminiscing about all the 
Spiderman comics he had 
collected as a child, right 
from the first edition. That 
was what made him want to 
become an illustrator but, 
sadly, his mother threw them all out – and with it, what 
would now be a small fortune. Nowadays, those first copies 
would be worth about £2 million! 
 The lengthy process involved in illustrating children’s 
books, and payment by royalties, meant that you became a 
‘product or a commodity’. It takes about six months to do 
all the work needed for a publication and then you might 
have to ‘go back to the drawing board’. We learnt of one 
occasion when Jed was competing against an illustrator 
working with just one green marker – no other than 
Quentin Blake, (brother of Peter Blake, who is an English 
pop artist, best known for designing the sleeve of the 
Beatles’ album, Sgt. Pepper’s Lonely Hearts’ Club Band). 

 Jed mentioned other 
cartoonists and illustrators 
whom he knew well, who 
worked for newspapers, 
including two of the artists 
killed in the Charlie Hebdo 
attack and Gerald Scarfe. In 
1989 Jed was awarded 
Advertising Cartoonist of the 
Year. He has also won acclaim 
for Backswording, a martial 
art, which he demonstrates 
when not drawing. 
 Things in the art world, we 
learnt, go in fashions and you 
sometimes have to ‘change 
tack’. Jed did this by 
becoming a caricaturist. He 

can now be hired for weddings, conferences, exhibitions 
etc. 
 He first of all asked us how to spell caricature (Gill got 
it right) and then drew several cartoons as an aide memoire. 
Then he asked us what characteristics or aspects of a 
person we should look for when attempting to draw them 
and then illustrated a few points. Tony (see, we do have 
gentlemen coming to the group now!) was first to be 
caricatured, with Jed explaining the process, step-by-step. 
At double arm’s length, the best distance for a caricature, 
he drew a ten second ‘picture’ of me, which I shall keep as 
a happy reminder, and then went on to respond to questions 
from the group. 
 Our next talk, RADIO DAYS, will 
be a step into the past and a reminder 
of all those programmes we listened 
to avidly before we had television. If 
you would like a trip down Memory 
Lane, do come along and listen to 
Kevin Varty in the Barn at 2.00pm on 
9th April. 

Val Fitzhugh 
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Farm Shop 
Manor Farm, High Street, Stagsden, Beds 

(01234) 822330  
www.brownsofstagsden.co.uk 

 

HOME REARED  & LOCALLY PRODUCED  
MEAT, POULTRY, GAME, SEASONAL VEGETABLES, EGGS & MILK.  

 

HOMEMADE PREMIUM QUALITY BURGERS & SAUSAGES 
 

REGIONAL CHEESES, HAM, PIES, JAMS, SAUCES, OILS & MORE 
 

Tuesday - Thursday 9am – 5pm, Fri 9am – 6pm and Sat 9am -4pm 

  
Nick Sleap 
Proprietor 

 
N.A.Sleap Plumbing & Heating 

7 Ison Close  
Biddenham,  

Beds MK40 4BH 
 

Tel: 01234 959472 
Mob: 07990 598154 

Email: nicksleap@live.co.uk 

Biddenham 
Parish Council 
The most recent Parish Council 
Meeting was held on Wednesday 13th 
March 2019 in the upstairs room of the 
Pavilion.  Present were Parish 
Councillors Graham Bates, Peter Chase 
(Chairman), Jon Gambold, Chris Gee, Alan Jacobs, Krzys 
Osuch, Francia Slade, Terry Platt and Joe Warren.  Clerk 
Lyn Lyman and about ten members of the public were also 
present.  Borough Councillor Roger Rigby sent his 
apologies. 
Culverwell’s Queries 
 We are always grateful to Peter Culverwell for raising 
important matters of detail around the village during our 
public open sessions.  At this meeting he asked about the 
need to clean the war memorial and a bough that had fallen 
from a tree at the corner of Gold Lane.  We have been 
planning to clean the memorial once Easter is over, and the 
wreaths and Tommy are taken away.  This is now being 
progressed, using a local qualified stonemason.  Another 
member of the public at the meeting kindly offered to 
remove the broken-off bough. 
 No other matters were raised by the public this month. 
Land west of Gold Lane 
 The highly objectionable application to build 160 
houses west of Gold Lane is now under consideration by 
the Borough Council.  In parallel, the policy (number 19) 
in the Borough’s Local Plan for 2021 to 2035 says the land 
should be made available for such housing.  If kept in the 
plan, and the overall plan is approved, this will pretty much 
guarantee the application is approved too. 
 Biddenham residents have lodged over 650 objections 
to policy 19 (along with over 900 to the planning 
application).  Two independent planning inspectors are 
now going to scrutinize the Borough’s Local Plan, and 
decide if it has been put together fairly and properly.  We 
believe not.  Policy 19 (and also Policy 23, which relates to 
land for up to 88 houses behind the houses on Bromham 
Road near Bromham Bridge) conflict directly with existing 
policies that protect the land in question as important urban 
space between Biddenham and Bromham.  Given this 
conflict, and the clear wishes of local residents to see the 
land remain undeveloped, we say the existing policies 
should not be overridden. 
 We discussed how best to have our views represented to 
the planning inspectors, and our desire to see Policies 19 
and 23 removed from the plan.  It may be that a barrister 
should be employed to put our case, as they may have 
greater rights than “lesser mortals” at such enquiries.  It’s 
important that we don’t fumble the ball at this important 
stage, and we therefore decided we should spend some of 
our reserves (of which we have a good amount) to employ 
such a person.  At this stage, we will ask them to look at 
our case, decide where our arguments would be strongest, 
and recommend the best way to convey those to the 

planning inspectors.  Barristers are not cheap, of course, 
and we set a budget of £4,000 for this important next step.  
A quick straw poll of the members of the public present 
indicated strong support for spending this money. 
 We are undecided whether a barrister should actually be 
paid to represent our views at the enquiry.  If so, it will cost 
more money, quite possibly the same again.  But it may be 
that the inspectors would take more kindly to an ordinary 
person (probably yours truly) putting forward our case.  We 
shall see what is recommended, and make up our minds 
about that in due course. 
Our next meeting - Annual Parish Meeting 
 Our next meeting is the Annual General Meeting of the 
Parish, and will be held on Wednesday 10th April.  It will 
be downstairs in the Pavilion, in the main hall, from 
7.00pm.  There will be several speakers from around the 
village, updating us on their activities over the last year; it 
should be a great opportunity to come together and hear 
what we’re all up to.  Please come along! 

Peter Chase 
Chairman 

mailto:nicksleap@live.co.uk
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Café B…  

Tuesday 16th April 
 

Biddenham Village Hall 
10.30 am – 12.00 noon 

 

Selection of teas, coffees, 
hot chocolate and juice 

Home baked cakes  
Book Swap 

 
Next café 21st May 

Biddenham History 
Society 
The next meeting of the Biddenham History Society will be 
on Monday 29th April at 8.00pm in the Church Barn.  Our 
speaker will be Jean Fullerton who will tell us about 
Victorian Medicine.  Jean has been a nurse and lecturer in 
nursing.  She is now a published novelist and a regular 
lecturer on cruise ships.  I hope that you will be able to 
come and hear her.   
 Programme cards for 2019/2020 will be available at the 
meeting if you have not got one. 

Kathy Fricker 

Wrest Park Volunteer 
Open Days 
The next open day is Thursday 11th April 2019. 
• Would you like to be a part of an outstanding team? 
• Would you like to spend time in one of England's 

most prestigious and fascinating Gardens with a 
story that spans over 600 years? 

• Would you like to share your enthusiasm and love 
of history? 

• Would you like to meet like-minded people and try 
something new? 

• Then why not come and volunteer for English 
Heritage at Wrest Park. 

 Whether it is welcoming and chatting to visitors or 
telling the stories of our unique house and garden, there are 
plenty of ways to get involved here at Wrest Park.  Come 
along to our open day and find out more about what's 
involved and how you can help our visitors ‘Step into 
England's Story’. 
 If you would like to get involved come along to one of 
our volunteering drop in sessions on Thursday 11th April 
from 1.00-3.00pm and 5.00-7.00pm to find out more. 
 The sessions will be held in the Ante-library of the 
Mansion house. There is no need to book, just come along 
to either session but please note if you are coming along to 
the evening session please park opposite the Mansion and 
enter through the Mansion front door. 
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This month in the garden 
There are firm historical and theological reasons for having 
Easter Day on a variable date but it does mean that 
sometimes the Church’s celebration of new life gets rather 
widely separated from the new life of spring in the garden. 
This is one of those years and, by the time we get to Easter, 
the snowdrops will be a distant memory and the glory of 
the daffodils will have faded. That means that one of the 
jobs for the Easter weekend may well be attending to the 
daffodils so that they are in good shape for next spring. 
Spent flowers should be cut back but leave the foliage to 
die down naturally. Bulbs grown in containers can be 
planted out to naturalise in grass or flower beds or, if you 
don’t need the container, you can put it away out of sight 
and let the bulbs grow there again next year.  In due course 
the bulbs will need to be lifted and divided. Daffodils 
allowed to naturalise should be fertilised with diluted 
tomato food or sprinkled with a general purpose fertiliser 
like Growmore.  Don’t mow the grass in which daffodils 
are growing for at least six weeks. 
 Lots of other things in the garden will also need feeding. 
Well-rotted animal manure is excellent for feeding and as a 
mulch for building up the quality of the soil, but it is not 
easy to come by in generous quantities and it does need to 
be stored for at least a year after getting it from the 
supplier. Regular readers will know that I am a fan of 
pelleted chicken manure. This can be bought in large sacks 
and is easy to use sprinkled over a flower border or 
vegetable plot. It is also a good idea to dig in garden 
compost in bare soil or use it as a mulch round growing 
plants. Roses will benefit from a manure mulch or special 
rose fertiliser and clematis are hungry feeders.  Many 
people have had good results with tomato food on clematis 
and I shall try that this year. Plants grown in containers 
need a lot of feeding and I use ‘Miracle Gro’ which comes 
either in an ‘all-purpose’ form or ‘For azaleas and 
camellias’ for lime hating plants. Seaweed based fertiliser 
is also good and slow release fertiliser is useful for 
containers. Many liquid fertilisers come diluted in spray 
form but these are expensive and it is better to buy the 
concentrated liquid and dilute it yourself. 
 I hope you were able to sow some root vegetables in the 
open ground in March but you can continue doing this 
together with salad crops and brassicas, although I prefer to 
sow these in pots or seed trays in a cold greenhouse for 
later planting out. This speeds things up and helps to 
reduce losses from slugs and snails. Use successional 
sowing in small amounts to spread out the availability of 
your vegetable crops. Large-seeded vegetables like 
courgettes and cucumbers are best sown in late April. 
These benefit from some heat to encourage germination.  If 
you haven’t got an electric propagator, a tip that Rosemary 
Harris gave the Gardeners Association is to lay the seeds 
on damp kitchen roll in a closed Tupperware box and put 
them in the airing cupboard or other warm place. Check 
frequently for signs of germination and, when they have 
leaf, plant the seeds in pots or a seed tray. Grow on in a 
greenhouse or cold frame or on a window-sill. Don’t plant 
them out in the open until the third week of May when the 
danger of frost has passed. First early potatoes can be 
planted at the beginning of April with second earlies a 
fortnight later and main crop two weeks after that. Keep the 
plants earthed up to protect young shoots from frost and 
keep doing this to put depth over the potatoes to improve 
cropping and prevent greening. 
 Sweet pea plants bought or started earlier under glass 
can be planted out now. They will need some support to 
cling to.  I grow them mainly as cut flowers, making  
bamboo ‘wigwams’ in the vegetable garden with one plant 
to each bamboo about nine inches apart. As shoots grow 
they will need some thinning out. Spent flowers should be 
cut off to prevent seeding and encourage more flowers.  

Jeremy Arthern 
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Biddenham Gardeners 
Association 
Plant hunting in Eastern 
Anatolia 
Our speaker, Timothy Walker, is a former Director of the 
Oxford University Botanic Garden, a lecturer at several 
Oxford colleges and is also semi-retired while having a 
busy life as a speaker on horticultural topics.  
 The subject of his talk prompted the question of where 
is Eastern Anatolia? The answer on the internet is that it 
borders the Black Sea and forms the eastern boundary of 
Turkey. It  has “the highest average altitude, the largest 
geographical area and the lowest density of all the regions 
of Turkey”. 
 Timothy’s talk was based on an expedition that he made 
with the Alpine Garden Society. The primary object of the 
expedition was to see alpine plants growing in the wild and 
this provided a strong contrast with most of the talks we 
have which are concerned with garden cultivation.  
 Contrast was in fact a theme for the evening brought 
out by Timothy in all sorts of ways through his 
presentation. His illustrations varied from the minute scale 
of the alpine plants shown in close-up to the grandeur of 
the mountain scenery rising two thousand feet above the 
valleys and from very primitive farming and living 
conditions in the countryside to modern oil-rich towns. The 
contrasts of the area showed horticulturally in the meeting 
of three different plant groups from the Mediterranean, 
Armenia and Georgia and from the South; and in the 
history of the area with invasion and the change from 
Christianity to Islam. The architecture of the region was 
illustrated in pictures of  ancient churches, monasteries and 
mosques. The strongly contrasted growing conditions 
ranged from alpine meadows to arid scree. 
 From a horticultural viewpoint we were interested to 
see many plants growing in the wild that we are familiar 
with in our own gardens.  Some come from plant families 
that we recognise but grow in very different forms that are 
almost impossible to cultivate in our environment while 
others transfer very readily to our conditions. Examples of 
some of these that we saw illustrated are iris reticulata, 
gentiana pyrenacia, veronica gentianoides, cyclamen, 
primulas and, particularly, tulips in dwarf form.  Timothy 
made the point that, in contrast with animals which are the 
same wherever they live, plants have the ability to change 
their growth habit according to the conditions in which 
they grow. Thus some plants which are small in alpine 
conditions grow in substantially larger form elsewhere. 
 Timothy’s presentation was hugely entertaining and 
informative; so much more than a purely gardening 
occasion and very much enjoyed by the audience. It was 
probably the funniest talk we have ever had with many 
asides and general comments. We learned that the jelly-
like consistency of Turkish Delight comes from the roots 
of orchid dactylorhiza and aristolchia pontica acts as a kind 
of “uterine syrup of fig” in bringing on a tardy birth. 
 Our next meeting will be on Tuesday 16th April at 
7.30pm. It will be on the subject “Strictly Day Lilies” by 
Paula Dyason the owner of  a specialist  Day Lily  nursery 
at Histon, north of Cambridge. 
 We are holding a plant sale on Saturday 18th May from 
2.00pm to 4.00pm at 8, Darlow Drive.  More details on 
page 9. 

Jeremy Arthern 
 
 New members and visitors are always welcome.  For 
more information contact Linda Truscott on 01234 
270747. 
www.biddenhamgardenersassociation.org.uk 

http://www.biddenhamgardenersassociation.org.uk/
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100 CLUB 
January draw 
1. Francis Galbraith   18 
2. Peter Marks    409 
3. Peter Culverwell   25 

Drawn by Jan Greengrass 
 
Subs are due for the new season on 1st May.  See the 
advertisement on page 6 for details. 

Mobile Library 
Great Denham Community Centre 
Saturdays 6th & 20th April 
2.20pm-2.40pm 
Biddenham  
Thursdays 11th & 25th April 
Church End 10.00am-10.20am 
Nodders Way 10.25am-10.50am 

Remember your library card! 

Welcome Packs for  
New Biddenham Residents 

Contact Richard Church  Tel: 214805 

First Friday 

Lunch 
Soup, sandwich or baked potato, 

pudding and a drink,  
on the first Friday of every month 

in Biddenham Village Hall 
from 12.30pm 

£7.00 
 

Draw for 2 free lunch tickets every month 
Book swap  

Friday, 5th April, 3rd May 
 

To book: email firstfridaylunch@outlook.com 
Or text/leave a message on 07412 559584  

Regular Events in Biddenham 
Monday 
10.00am  Cha Char Chimps Village Hall 
10.00am  Yoga   Pavilion 
2.30pm    Cardiac Rehab exercise Pavilion 
6.30pm    Pilates   Pavilion 
7.00pm    Mat Pilates   Church Barn 
7.15pm    Guides (term-time) Village Hall 
7.45pm    Martial Arts   Pavilion 
Tuesday 
10.00am   Art   Church Barn 
10.00am   Personal Fitness Pavilion 
4.00pm     Ballet (term-time) Village Hall 
7.00pm     Personal Fitness/Circuits Pavilion 
8.00pm     Country Dancing (2nd & 4th in month) Village Hall 
Wednesday  
9.00am      Baby Sensory  Village Hall 
9.45am      Hopping Bunnies (music for toddlers) Pavilion 
10.00am    Tai Chi   Church Barn 
1.15-5.15pm    Baby College (term-time) Village Hall 
2.00pm      Table Tennis  Pavilion 
2.30pm      Art   Church Barn 
6.30pm      Aerobics   Pavilion 
6.30pm      Handbell Ringing Practice Church Barn 
6.45pm      Ballroom Dancing (term-time) Village Hall 
Thursday  
9.45am       Hopping Bunnies (music for toddlers) Pavilion 
9.30-11.30am    Under 5's (term-time) Village Hall 
2.00pm       U3A Handbells Church Barn 
2.00pm       Love to Dance Pavilion 
7.00pm       Fit-Steps   Pavilion 
7.30pm       Whist    Village Hall 
Friday  
9.30am        Pilates   Village Hall 
9.30am        Jo Jingles (Children’s musical group) Pavilion 
11.00am      Mother & Baby Yoga (except 1st Friday) Village Hall 
3.30-7.45pm     Ballet classes (term-time) Village Hall 
2.00-4.30pm     Duplicate Bridge Church Barn 
7.00pm        Martial Arts Pavilion 
7.00pm        Choir Practice Church Barn 
8.00pm        Tango   Village Hall 
Saturday 
9.30am         Pregnancy Yoga Village Hall 
9.30am         Zumba   Pavilion 
10.45am       Zumbini   Pavilion 
Sunday  
9.00 -10.00am  Explorers Church Barn 

 

Hall Booking Details 
 
Biddenham Village Hall 
From the Village Hall website you can check availability 
on the diary, look at the facilities and download a booking 
form.  
www.biddenhamvillagehall.org.uk  
 
Church Barn 
Contact the Booking Officer, Jan Burns on 344019 or 
janburns@gmx.com if you would like to hire the barn.  
Smaller than the Village Hall, it is ideal for a small party 
or meeting. 
 
Pavilion 
The hall is available for children's parties, anniversary 
lunches, christening receptions, meetings etc. We can also 
hire the small upstairs meeting room which has tea and 
coffee making facilities. 
Booking enquiries to biddenhampavilion@hotmail.co.uk 
or Debs Slade on 07808 579330. 
 
Great Denham Community Hall 
www.greatdenhamcommunityhall.co.uk 

The Friends of St James 
- the charity which helps conserve 
the church, churchyard and barn 
for future generations  
 

Membership  Peter Leverkus   Tel: 353662 
Treasurer   Paul Fricker    Tel: 342843 

 

 For regular events at Great Denham 
Community Hall, go to 
www.greatdenhamcommunityhall.co.uk/ 

mailto:biddenhampavilion@hotmail.co.uk
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April 
Mon 1 Apr  Great Denham Parish Council, Community Hall, 7.30pm, see p8 
Mon 1 Apr  St James’s Church Annual Meetings, St James’s, 7.30pm, see p5 
Tue 2 Apr  Peter’s Picturehouse, Biddenham Village Hall, 7.00pm for 7.30pm, see p5 
Fri 5 April  First Friday Lunch, Biddenham Village Hall, 12.30pm, see p15 
Fri 5 Apr   Children’s Community Cinema, Great Denham Community Hall, 3.30pm, see p5 
Fri 5 Apr   Pop-up Pub, Great Denham Community Hall, 8.30pm, see p5 
Sat 6 Apr   Pond Work Morning, Biddenham Pond, 10.00am-12.00noon, see p9 
Sat 6 Apr   Coffee Morning, 98A Bromham Road, 10.30am-12noon, see p14 
Sat 6 Apr   Mobile Library, Great Denham, 2.20pm, see p15 
Sat 6 Apr   Handbell Ringers concert, All Saints Church, Kempston, 7.30pm, see p12 
Sun 7 Apr  All Age Service, St James’s, 9.00am 
    Holy Communion, St James’s, 6.00pm 
Tue 9 Apr  barn@2, Church Barn, 2.00pm, see p10 
Wed 10 Apr  Biddenham Annual Parish Meetings, Biddenham Pavilion, 7.00pm, see p11 
Thu 11 Apr  Mobile Library, Biddenham, see p15 
Thu 11 Apr  Wrest Park Volunteer Open Day, see p12 
Fri 12 Apr  Quiz, Church Barn 7.30pm, see p14 
Fri 12 Apr  Frog Foray, Biddenham Pond, 9.00pm, see p9 
Sun 14 Apr  Palm Sunday 
    Parish Communion, St James’s, meet at  Church Barn at 8.55am for procession of crosses 
    Evening Prayer, All Saints, 6.00pm 
Sun 14 Apr  Great Denham Litter Pick, Great Denham Community Hall, 10.00am, see p5 
Mon 15 Apr  Communion at All Saints, 7.00pm, see p2  
Tue 16 Apr  Café B, Biddenham Village Hall, 10.30am-12.00noon, see p12 
Tue 16 Apr  Spring Crafts, Great Denham Community Hall, 11.00am & 1.00pm, see p5 
Tue 16 Apr  Communion at St James’s, 7.00pm, see p2 
Tue 16 Apr  Biddenham Gardeners Association, Biddenham Village Hall, 7.30pm, see p14 
Wed 17 Apr  Communion at St James’s, 7.00pm, see p2 
Thu 18 Apr  Maundy Thursday 
    Communion at All Saints, 6.30pm, see p2 
    Communion at St James’s, 8.00pm, see p2  
Fri 19 Apr  Good Friday 
    Kids Activities and Worship (in St James’s Church and Church Barn), 10.00am, see p9 
    Sitting with the Cross: Service followed by vigil, St James’s, 12noon-3.00pm, see p7 
Sat 20 Apr  Easter Egg Hunt, Great Denham Community Hall, 1.00pm, see p5 
Sat 20 Apr  Easter Children’s Party, Great Denham Community Hall, 1.00pm & 3.30pm, see p5 
Sat 20 Apr  Mobile Library, Great Denham, 2.20pm, see p15 
Sun 21 Apr  Easter Day 
     Celebration Service with Eucharist, St James’s, 9.00am, see p13 
     Evening Prayer, 6.00pm, St James’s 
Tue 23 Apr  Messy Church, Church Barn, 4.30-6.00pm, see p9 
Thu 25 Apr  Mobile Library, Biddenham, see p15 
Sun 28 Apr  Parish Eucharist with Baptism, St James’s, 9.00am 
    No evening service 
Mon 29 Apr  Biddenham History Society, Church Barn, 8.00pm, see p12 

May 
Fri 3 May   First Friday Lunch, Biddenham Village Hall, 
    12.30pm, see p15 
Sat 4 May  Handbell ringers concert, St Paul’s church,  
    7.00pm, see p8 
Sun 5 May  All Age Service, St James’s, 9.00am, 
    Holy Communion, St James’s, 6.00pm 
Tue 7 May  Peter’s Picturehouse, Biddenham Village Hall, 
    7.00pm for 7.30pm, see p5 
Mon 13 May  Great Denham Annual Parish Meetings, GD  
    Community Hall, see p8 
Fri 17 May  Christian Aid Soup Lunch, Biddenham 
    Village Hall, 12.30-2.00pm, see p8 
Sat 18 May  Plant Sale, 8 Darlow Drive, 2.00-4.00pm,  
    see p9 
18/19 May  Bulky waste collections, see p1 
Tue 21 May  Café B, Biddenham Village Hall, 10.30am- 
    12.00noon, see p12 
Tue 21 May  Messy Church, Church Barn, 4.30-6.00pm, 
    see p9 
Fri 31 May  Charity Golf Day, see p3 

 

The Loop 
Editor    Jean Gambold   Tel  349849 

Proof Reader Jacqui Piper    Tel  356993 

Church correspondent   Peta Martin Tel  348718 

Advertising  Clare Sugars    Tel  355262 
Subscriptions Richard Harris   Tel  210434 
Distribution  Richard Church   Tel  214805 
All May articles, preferably by e-mail in Word format, 

to loopeditor@gmail.com 
or to 22 Day’s Lane and adverts to 3 Queen’s Close  

(cj.sugars@talktalk.net) by  
Thursday, 18th April please. 

 
The views expressed in ‘The Loop’ by 
various community groups do not 
necessarily represent the views of St 
James's Church or the Parochial 
Church Council. 
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For regular events listings see page 15 

For cricket fixtures see page 7 


