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óThe Loopô is published by the Parish Church of St James as a service 
to the communities of Biddenham and Great Denham  

The editor welcomes contributions from residents and friends via email to 
loopeditor@gmail.com 

Bulky Waste 
Collections 
There will be bulky waste 
collections in Biddenham and 
Great Denham over the 
weekend of 12th/13th May. 
 
Saturday 12th May 
Manor Road/Church End, Biddenham 8.30am-9.30am 
Main Road/Nodders Way, Biddenham 9.30am-11.30am 
Biddenham Pavilion 11.30am-12.30pm  
 
Sunday 13th May 
Great Denham, the first roundabout on Kingswood Way 
(near Park and Ride) 8.30am to 10.15am 
Darlow Drive, Biddenham (between Biddenham Turn and 
Ison Close) 10.30am-12.30pm  
 
Times are approximate to allow for travel between sites. 
 
PLEASE DO NOT LEAVE RUBBISH AT 
THE SITE IF THE COLLECTION 
VEHICLES ARE NOT THERE 

If you are a member of Biddenham Womenôs Group you 
will probably recognise at least one of óThe Sterlingsô 
pictured here.  Otherwise, see page 3 for enlightenment. 

GDPR...what?? 
Otherwise known as the new Data Protection rules. 
 You may have been receiving lots of emails recently 
from companies and charities asking for you to confirm 
that you want to óstay in touchô with them.  The reason for 
this is that new laws come into force in May which govern 
the way that they can retain and process your personal data 
i.e. your name, contact details and anything else they hold.  
The new laws essentially provide that you must give your 
written consent otherwise they can no longer contact you 
or store your details.   
 These new laws also apply to Churches and any other 
bodies which hold information about you (for example the 
Friends of St James).   
 The distribution of The Loop by the Parochial Church 
Council is covered by what is known as a ólegitimate 
reasonô i.e. by completing your subscription form, you are 
consenting to us holding your details in order to provide 
you with your copies of The Loop.  However, it is 
sometimes helpful for us to be able to contact you about 
other church events and news.   
 For future years we will be updating the annual 
subscription form to allow us to do this, but for this year 
we are asking you to complete the enclosed Keep in Touch 
form and return it as stated on the form.   
 Please note that if you do not return a completed form, 
you will continue to receive The Loop each month, but we 
will not be able to let you know of future church activities/
news.   
 Should you have any queries about this, please do not 
hesitate to contact me.  My details are on page 2. 

Jacqui Piper 
Secretary  

St Jamesôs Church PCC 

Post Office 
to open in 
Great 
Denham 
A Post Office will be opening 
in Great Denham Daily 
Needs and Convenience 

Store, Roman Gate, Great Denham on Monday 14th May 
at 1.00pm.  
 Opening hours will be Mon-Sun 7.00am to 11.00pm.  
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Donõt forget the 
Foodbank  
Please continue to bring in-date 
non-perishable food. The container 
is at the back of the church.   
 You can find the latest list of items needed by Bedford 
food bank at https:// bedford.foodbank.org.uk/give-help/
donate-food/  

Letter from 
the Vicar 
Dear Friends 
As I write this, I am also 
preparing for a conference 
in Berlin, on the impact of 
digitisation in the work 
place.  
 I guess that the main 
discussions will be around 
the tendency for social 
relations and community to 
be eroded by the 
impersonalisation of the 
new work place. I have 
noticed how the email has 
resulted in keeping us in our small isolated corners, while 
we communicate more and more through short soundbites 
that are direct, unpunctuated and emotionally ambivalent. 
 A little more energy is placed in communication with 
friends. Instant messenger is punctuated with the frequent 
emoji, which, if used properly, can add humour, pleasure, 
hope, sadness, and even irony to communications. Often 
this way of communication can be deeper and more 
expressive than a face to face conversation, but still we find 
people shouting at one another over great distance. Touch 
and empathy have evaporated. I, like many, post often on 
Facebook, sometimes saying things I would never say 
directly to a face, but the distance leaves the real me safe 
from comprehension and, ultimately, violation.  
 Our society is now data driven! Companies like 
Amazon and Google provide statistical analysis of our 
habits, our interests and even the things that emotionally 
connect to us. That way they can not only direct advertising 
towards our own deepest desires, but they can also 
automate the authorship of texts that are likely to have the 
most impact on us. Imagine that, bespoke novels, written 
by electronic mainframes in the heart of Silicon Valley.  
 Equally, technology reduces each of us to measured 
elements of the machine. Education, for example, seems to 
be moving away from enrichment, to the commoditising of 
children, testing, resolving then processing. It is distressing 
how parents are taken in by this, without realising the 
ultimate unhappiness, and erosion of self-worth, that we are 
imposing. There is a human cost to this. 
 We see this, increasingly with our generation of young 
people. Instances of recorded mental illness amongst the 
young are rising every year, and much of this, I suspect, is 
to do with the distance young people find themselves from 
their heavily Instagrammed digital profiles, and their 
hidden, inner life which is so much more fragmented and 
conflicted than the machines would have us believe. We 
wear a digital mask that separates other human beings from 
the real us. óI am a rock,ô Paul Simon writes, óI am an 
island, and a rock feels no pain, and an island never cries.ô  
The trouble is, however, we do cry, and like everybody 
else, we do bleed, and the digital mechanisms that create 
the new opt-in/opt-out communities, create a deep, 
unsatisfying sense of loneliness and isolation.  
 I am not an enemy of technology, in fact, I am a bit of a 
gadget geek, but as a Christian priest, I spend as much time 
as I can with real flesh and blood human beings, in the 
recognition that these human beings are loved.  I am of the 
belief that each of us is a unique, gifted individual who was 
created in the Imago Dei. We promise you, that amongst 
us, in our church, data will have no impact on how you will 
be treated. Our church values people as people, and as the 
family of God, we are here for you. 

God bless,  
Eric 
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