
1  

March 
2018 

 
£1.00 

        The Loop  
             

                 

‘The Loop’ is published by the Parish Church of St James as a service 
to the communities of Biddenham and Great Denham  

The editor welcomes contributions from residents and friends via email to 
loopeditor@gmail.com 

Have you paid your 2018 
Loop subscription? 

 
Your annual subscription to The Loop is now overdue. 
 The price for the ten issues in 2018 is £10 (minimum).  
 Any profits go to the church funds so if you can manage 
to donate more, please do. If you haven’t paid by the end 
of this month you won’t receive the next edition. 
 Please make cheques payable to Biddenham PCC. 
 Subscriptions should be delivered to Richard Harris, 6 
Nodders Way or Jacqui Piper, 27 St Mellion Drive as soon 
as possible please. 

St James’ School wins 
Achievement for All 
Quality Mark 
 
Details are on page 7. 

There was an excellent turnout for the inaugural Great 
Denham Parkrun on 17th February.  Anyone can join in 
future runs which will take place every Saturday at 
9.00am.  See page 13 for details. 

Locals mobilised to fight 
planning threats 
Local organisations and individual residents in Biddenham, 
Great Denham and Bromham have joined together to 
object to plans for hundreds more houses around 
Biddenham which will dramatically reduce our precious 
open spaces. 
 Groups such as First Friday, Biddenham Under 5s, Café 
B and Biddenham Gardeners Association hosted Parish 
Councillors who helped people formulate their responses. 
 There is still time to contribute to the consultations. 
 Details are inside on pages 5, 10 and 14. 

The countryside we stand to lose. 
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Letter from 
the Vicar 
Dear Friends 
In a few weeks I am off on my 
annual retreat. For many clergy, 
the retreat involves sitting quietly 
with a book, or listening to the 
wisdom of a contemplative, a 
monk or a nun.  
 I, personally, find that sort of 
thing a bit like watching 
wallpaper dry. I prefer to put on 
my boots and go on a journey. I 
love the landscape, hills, mountains and lakes. For photo-
artists like myself, the whole character and personality of a 
landscape can change in a moment because of the contrast 
between stillness and a breeze, a momentary glance of 
sunlight from behind a cloud, or the heavy shadows 
beneath a stormy sky.  

 What is more 
significant is the sense of 
journey itself, that we are 
struggling over broken and 
uneven paths towards a 
destination. More often 
than not we do not even 
know the nature of our 
destination but we find our 
way in hope, rather than 
through planning. 
 Lent is a season of the 
journey, of struggle and 
uncertainty, and also of 
moments of revelation and 

clarity. Jesus wandered for forty days in the wilderness, 
just as the Israelites wandered for forty years, always 
having the anxiety of how the future would unfold and in 
what circumstances they, at last, would find their rest. In 
the story of Jesus’ wandering in the wilderness, we are 
presented with three temptations that Jesus faced. All of 
them involved the decision to either adopt a position of 
power or to take the path of humility and love. Of course, 
he walked the way of love! Our Lord is not the kind of 
Lord that we would expect, but rather one who embraces 
the difficulties of life that we face, and holds our hands 
through the whole process. 
 We all face our own wilderness. For some it is a short-
lived journey, but for others the journey is a struggle that 
lasts a lifetime. I, the vicar, have known this kind of 
journey, often as a result of failure or bad choices in life. 
It’s the same as my retreat; complete with heavy clouds, 
storm, the glint of sunlight, and maybe the occasional 
rainbow to remind us that our high King loves us, and will 
never leave us. 
 In one story in the bible, Jesus is wandering in the 
scorching heat when he encounters a well, by which stands 
a Samaritan woman. She is a woman who is hardened by 
her own journey, bad experiences of life and painful 
relationships with men. In her wilderness, the sight of a 
rainbow was a rare thing.   
 Jesus asks her for a drink. In the patriarchal Jewish 
society that Jesus inhabited, a Jewish man would not speak 
alone to either a woman or a Samaritan. This man knew all 
about her and told her that he was the promised Messiah. 
Equally he told her that his spirit would be with her in her 
wilderness and all of us, whether saint or sinner, would 
never again be alone. 

God bless, Eric 

The Parish Church of St James, 
serving Biddenham & Great Denham 
Vicar   Rev Eric Lomax     Tel: 852241 
    ericjohnlomax64@aol.com 
Readers  Christopher Dawe    Tel  363890 
    Paul Fricker      Tel  342843 
Churchwardens 
    Laurie Hurn      Tel  364251 
    Edwin Martin      Tel  348718  
Verger   Hilary Hurn      Tel  364251 
Secretary  Jacqui Piper      Tel  356993 
Treasurer  Michael Hurford     Tel  271746 

Organist/Choirmaster Graham Weeks  Tel  07552 052840 
Pioneer Ministers 
   Suzette Maguire  manorsuzette@btinternet.com 
   David Maguire  hedgesplathog29@hotmail.com  

www.stjamesbiddenham.com 

  
Nick Sleap 
Proprietor 

 
N.A.Sleap Plumbing & Heating 

7 Ison Close  
Biddenham,  

Beds MK40 4BH 
 

Tel: 01234 959472 
Mob: 07990 598154 

Email: nicksleap@live.co.uk 

mailto:manorsuzette@btinternet.com
mailto:hedgesplathog29@hotmail.com
mailto:nicksleap@live.co.uk
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Don’t forget the 
Foodbank  
Please continue to bring in-date 
non-perishable food. The container 
is at the back of the church.   
 You can find the latest list of items needed by Bedford 
food bank at https:// bedford.foodbank.org.uk/give-help/
donate-food/  

Campaign for the Soweto 
Anti-AIDS Children’s 
Home 
Random acts of kindness is one of the best attributes that 
Bedfordshire is known for. On my recent trip to Kenya I 
visited the Soweto Anti-Aids Children's Home which 
accommodates over 50 children aged 1-18 years who are 
victims of circumstances like parents who passed on due to 
HIV and AIDS, fathers who sired them and refused to take 
responsibilities and many other life tragedies that rendered 
them homeless. Someone might ask what has this got to do 
with us? I felt that there is something that we can do which 
is achievable and within our reach. The majority of our 
households will have old unwanted or outgrown clothes 
and items. We are looking for school uniforms, book bags, 
stationery, clothes and bedding at the moment. The reason 
why we are asking for school uniform as well as regular 
clothes is because it doesn't matter if the uniforms are 
different as they school in the same building as their home. 
 So far we are very grateful for the donations from 
Brickhill Primary school through their PTA and have a 
further 3 primary schools with verbal confirmation of their 
participation. Fusion Youth choir will help raise the profile 
and the 2nd St Ives Brownies even though they are not in 
Bedfordshire have confirmed they will take part in the 
project “Soweto Anti-Aids Children's Home”. 
 The vision is to have real time updates, progress and 
regular communication with Soweto children and children 
in Bedfordshire. The Optiven Foundation Group take the 
responsibility of looking after the children and are in the 
process of building them a permanent and stable home. 
 We are appealing to primary schools, churches, 
mosques, temples and the general public to help make this 
dream a reality. The best place to drop the items is at 
Queens Park Electronics, 28 Ford End Road MK40 4JW 
open 9.00am to 7.00pm Monday to Saturday or, for us to 
pick up, email kuriajune@gmail.com or 
qpelectronics.co.uk/index.html 

 
June Kuria  

www.optivenfoundation.org/sucessstories/
successinpovertyalleviation 

mailto:kuriajune@gmail.com
http://qpelectronics.co.uk/index.html
https://www.optivenfoundation.org/sucessstories/successinpovertyalleviation
https://www.optivenfoundation.org/sucessstories/successinpovertyalleviation
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This month in the garden 
March is the month to get going again in the garden; the 
time for real gardening; to be growing things again. This 
can mean both sowing and planting.  
 If you are starting plants from seed many things will do 
best by starting them off under glass, in a greenhouse or 
cold frame or on a window sill and may be in a heated 
propagator.  

 For the vegetable garden this is a good time to start 
tomatoes and brassicas. Tomatoes will need some heat to 
get them started while brassicas can be sown into a small 
seed tray without heat. If you haven’t got a propagator you 
can use an airing cupboard warmed by a hot water tank, 
covering the seed tray with cling film or a plastic bag.  
 For flowers, both perennials and annuals, some will 
need heat and others not, so follow instructions on the 
packet. If you grow tomatoes in an earth bed in the 
greenhouse it is a good idea to grow some french 
marigolds with them as they are a deterrent against white 

fly. If you sow more than you need for the tomatoes (I 
alternate marigolds with tomatoes) you can plant them in a 
flower bed where they make a good splash of colour. 
 While thinking about seeds, a good tip is to keep your 
seeds in date order of sowing in a small filing cabinet or a 
shoe box with dividers indicating the month when the seeds 
should be shown. Keep this in a cool place. 
 It is too early to buy annual bedding plants but March is 
a good time for perennials, herbaceous plants and shrubs, 
including roses. Buy them direct from a nursery (many 
offer mail order) or a garden centre but plants from a 
nursery will probably not be in containers and will be 
cheaper. Plant them with garden compost or propriety 
composts where you want them to grow. Find out how big 
they will be when fully grown and allow space accordingly. 
Most herbaceous plants are best grown in clumps of three 
or more (odd numbers are best) rather than dotted around 
singly, while shrubs will often be grown singly. 
 Pruning fruit trees and bushes should ideally have been 
done by now but this is the best time for roses. Modern 
bush roses and vigorous climbing roses can be pruned 
fairly hard but aim for a good shape to the bush and don’t 
be too enthusiastic. The once popular fad of using a hedge 
trimmer for a broad brush approach has largely been 
abandoned for the traditional more selective method. 

 Depending on the 
weather, the grass may 
be growing well by now 
and lawns will need 
cutting. There may well 
be quite a bit of debris 
from twigs and small 
branches blown down 
during the winter so clear 
the grass with a wire 
rake before cutting. Keep 
the cutter fairly high for 
the first few cuts.  
 If you haven’t already 
trimmed the lawn edges 
with long handled shears 
and a half-moon edging 
tool you will find this 
makes a huge difference 
to the look of the garden. 

I am just grieving for the loss of my edging tool which I 
fear may have got mixed up with the tools of a group of 
people with whom I was doing some collective garden 
maintenance at the end of last year. 
 Ponds are lovely 
things to have but they do 
need quite a bit of 
attention and now is the 
time for some pond work. 
Even if the pond was 
netted during leaf fall in 
the autumn it is likely 
that there will be some 
leaves in the pond by 
now and they should be 
cleared out to stop them 
decomposing in the water 
and helping to build up 
sludge in the pond. There may also be dead foliage on the 
pond plants that  needs cutting down. You will probably 
have some oxygenating plants in the pond and this is a 
good time to thin them out if they are taking too much 
room. Watch out for blanket weed too which will grow as 
the water warms up. Some people take a pump out for the 
winter and, if so, this can be put back now. If you haven’t 
kept the pump going during the winter check it out now, 
including the electrical connections so that you are ready to 
go again. 

Jeremy Arthern 
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Pressing for 
action & 

some dates 

 And it’s a fact that the parish of Biddenham has already 
made in recent times and is still making an enormous 
contribution to the provision of new houses, probably more 
than its fair share: think of the Biddenham Turn estate, 
Deep Spinney, Great Denham now hived off but still 
building, and the western end of King’s Field, still 
building. Great swathes of open space lost, and gone 
forever: little precious open space left. If any open space is 
to remain not concreted over, building cannot continue 
unchecked. We must protect and conserve what remains of 
our natural environment and the wide-ranging benefits 
derived from it for the health and wellbeing of this and 
future generations. 
 If you haven’t already objected to the planning 
application to build 250 houses west of Gold Lane 
(18/00140/MAO), please do so now using this link: 
http://www.have-a-say.co.uk/1800140MAO 
 Back to business as usual: a reminder of some 
imminent dates 
 The annual Frog Foray (will this be the year the frogs 
return to join their watery friends at the pond?) will be held 
on Friday 6th April from 9.00pm (it has to be dark) down 
at the pond. 
 The next day, Saturday 7th April from 10.00am to 
lunchtime it’s our Spring work morning at the pond, 
tidying up after the Winter. 
 More details in all the usual places nearer the days. 
Water 
 Yes, recent rainfall has helped fill the pond a bit nearer 
the level we would like at this time of the year, as you may 
have seen. Still room for more though. 

The Pond Team 
The Friends of the Biddenham Village Pond 
www.biddenhamvillagepond.wordpress.com 
www.facebook.com/biddenhamvillagepond 

SOS: Save Open Spaces 
With the Parish Council and other village organisations 
we’ve continued to urge you all to object to the planning 
application (18/00140/MAO) to build 250 houses on land 
west of Gold Lane, and also to object to the two proposed 
policies in the Borough Council’s Local Plan 2035 that 
would remove protection from open spaces in Biddenham, 
including the land west of Gold Lane, and make it easier 
for developers to build on them.  
 And there is still time to object: a revised closing date 
for objections to the planning application is, at the time of 
writing, still awaited from the Borough Council and the 
deadline for objections to the Local Plan has been extended 
to 29th March. 
 You have responded to the call to action in numbers, 
and spread the message widely to neighbours, and family 
and friends around the world, and they have responded too. 
Thank you very much. But don’t give up, if you or those 
you know haven’t objected yet, because there is still time 
to object and we do need a massive number of objections: 
so don’t delay, please do it now. There are quick and easy 
to use internet links below. And please continue to 
encourage family and friends, wherever they live, to object 
as well.  
 To ensure every objection counts as a separate 
objection, please ask each adult member in a family to use 
their own separate social media or email account to make 
their objections. There are also template letters you can 
print out from the Parish Council website 
(biddenham.org.uk). 
 Policy 19 that the Council wants to include in the Local 
Plan 2035 would allow 160 houses to be built on that very 
same land west of Gold Lane the developer has already 
applied to build on (application 18/00140/MAO). Here is 
the link for objecting to policy 19, if you haven’t already 
done so, and you will see there too reasons for objecting: 
http://www.have-a-say.co.uk/bpc-policy19 
 Policy 23 if included in the Local Plan would allow the 
development of land to the rear of Bromham Road. Here is 
the link, with reasons, for objecting to policy 23, if you 
haven’t already done so: http://www.have-a-say.co.uk/bpc-
policy23 
 We know that new houses need to be built for the 
growing population and for our children as they seek their 
own first homes. Our objection to these policies is not 
Nimbyism. There are plenty of more sustainable and brown 
field sites in the Borough which should be prioritised: there 
is no need to build on these few remaining open spaces. 

YOGA 
With Gen 

Flow based class at 
Kempston All Saints Hall, 

Kempston Church End 
Thursdays    10.15am – 11.15am 

All levels welcome. 
Tel: 07849 158 850 

http://www.have-a-say.co.uk/1800140MAO
http://www.have-a-say.co.uk/bpc-policy19
http://www.have-a-say.co.uk/bpc-policy23
http://www.have-a-say.co.uk/bpc-policy23


6 

Farm Shop 
Manor Farm, High Street, Stagsden, Beds 

(01234) 822330  
www.brownsofstagsden.co.uk 

 

HOME REARED  & LOCALLY PRODUCED  
MEAT, POULTRY, GAME, SEASONAL VEGETABLES, EGGS & MILK.  

 

HOMEMADE PREMIUM QUALITY BURGERS & SAUSAGES 
 

REGIONAL CHEESES, HAM, PIES, JAMS, SAUCES, OILS & MORE 
 

Tuesday - Thursday 9am – 5pm, Fri 9am – 6pm and Sat 9am -4pm 

 Since 2011, nearly 400 people who worked at Bletchley 
have been interviewed in locations all over the world, most 
in their own homes. Skype has been useful for interviewing 
veterans in Australia. To help him, Jonathan relies on a 
team of volunteers, one of whom lives in Biddenham and 
came to the talk. He sends the veteran who has agreed to be 
interviewed, usually as a result of a visit to Bletchley, a 
questionnaire to prompt memory. He said that the replies 
are usually very detailed and precise. They include 
information about selection for Bletchley, lodgings, the 
work undertaken and leisure activities (some of the young 
women would cycle a long way for a concert or the chance 
to sing or join in drama). Sometimes a family member sits 
in with the interviewee to prompt memory, though 
Jonathan finds that people’s long-term memory is usually 
very good.  The main problems he finds are modesty, 
veterans understate the value of the work they did, and 
sometimes sadness and emotion as friends and colleagues 
who have since died are remembered fondly. 
 Some of the recordings of the interviews can be heard at 
Bletchley Park and they highlight the broad range of roles 
people were fulfilling from code breakers to machine 
operators and clerical staff. Jonathan would like more 
veterans who provided support services like meals for those 
working at Bletchley to come forward.  Every interview 
recorded contributes essential and valuable information 
which is helping to build a complete account of what 
happened at Bletchley Park.  To add to the picture, 
Jonathan now wants to interview people who lived in the 
Bletchley area during World War Two and whose family 
perhaps provided a billet for someone who worked at the 
park. If you know someone who would like to be 
interviewed, do get in touch with Jonathan at Bletchley 
Park 01908  272685 or jbyrne@bletchleypark.org.uk  
 The next meeting will be on Monday 16th April at 
8.00pm in the Church Barn. Bob Ricketts will talk about 
the Women’s Suffrage Movement in Bedfordshire to mark 
the centenary of some women getting the vote in 1918.  I 
hope you will be able to come.  Programme cards for 2018 
– 2019 will be available. 

Kathy Fricker 

Biddenham History 
Society 
When we came to the meeting on 22nd January to listen to 
a talk by Jonathan Byrne, the Oral History Officer at the 
Bletchley Park Trust, we knew that in Biddenham we were 
living near the scene of important code breaking work 
during the Second World War. We learnt more about this 
work from Jonathan and we found out that several people 
who came to the talk had connections with war time 
Bletchley. 

 By the early 1990s, Bletchley Park had fallen into 
disrepair and there was a threat that it would be turned into 
a housing estate. However, a new Trust Board was formed 
at the beginning of 2000 and since then 28 acres of the 
historic site have been acquired, there has been renovation 
of the wartime code breaking huts  and the Trust’s Oral 
History project, which Jonathan is in charge of, has 

provided a rich and vital archive of veterans’ memories.  
 Jonathan described the difficulties in tracing the 
thousands of people who worked at Bletchley. There are 
over 12,000 people on the Roll of Honour and since 2009, 
they or their relatives can apply for a badge to 
commemorate their service. Three quarters of the people 
who worked at Bletchley were women, which because of 
marriage and name change can make checking and tracing 
personnel more difficult.  The allocation of jobs in a 
stereotyped way has made matters easier, especially if only 
initials for someone who worked at Bletchley have been 
provided. Jonathan can then decide whether the initials can 
belong to a man or a woman by the nature of the job. 

mailto:jbyrne@bletchleypark.org.uk
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St James CE 
VA Primary 
School 
St James’ CE VA Primary School is 
delighted to have been awarded the 
Achievement for All Quality Mark 
in recognition of its excellent work 
in ensuring great progress for all 
learners. 
 Achievement for All is a leading not-for-profit 
organisation which works in partnership with schools, 
improving outcomes for all learners, regardless of ability or 
background. For us, this is an important recognition of lots 
of hard work over the past three years, using the expertise 
and experience of others as well as recent research to 
develop, enhance and improve our approaches and 
practices in the classroom. Our assessor told us that the 
work she saw going on in our school was some of the best 
she has seen in the region, reflecting our commitment to 
making sure every child achieves their full potential. She 
wrote some very lovely things about our school: 
 
• ‘This award demonstrates true embedding of the 

Achievement for All programme and visionary 
leadership across the school.’ 

• ‘It also demonstrates the hard work and dedication 
of all your staff.’  

• ‘I was particularly taken with how children achieve 
in their reading and maths and the way all staff work 
together to ensure there is immediate support where 
there is need. This was very impressive.’ 

• ‘It was refreshing to hear a governor speak so 
knowledgeably about the progress of the school and 
it was very clear how the governing body support 
and challenge the Headteacher!’ 

• ‘The children I met on my tour of the school were 
polite and confident.’ 

 
Maria Soulsby 

Headteacher 

St Joseph’s & St 
Gregory’s 
Catholic 
Primary School 
Well done to Year 5 who recently 
held their very own Science Exhibition in school. 
 The focus of the Exhibition was the Solar System and 
the children created some fabulous projects to reflect their 
learning.  
 Parents were invited to come along to view the 
Exhibition and also had the opportunity to vote for their 
favourite display item. 

 Continuing with the Science theme and as part of their 
Science lesson on phases of the Moon and the Moon 
landings, Year 5 also had great fun trying on a spacesuit.  
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Café B…  

 
Tuesday 20th March and 17th 

April 
 

Biddenham Village Hall 
10.30 am – 12.00 noon 

 

Selection of teas, coffees, 
hot chocolate and juice 

Home baked cakes  
Book Swap 

Messy Church 
As I write this, we have just held our February Messy 
Church session in Biddenham and what fun we had!   
 Learning about the “True Family” of God, we made 
cards to thank those who look after us, decorated 
gingerbread men, made loom band bracelets and also did 

paper weaving.  We then enjoyed singing some songs and 
hearing a short story from Rev Eric about God’s family.  
Finally, we enjoyed a meal together, when we could at last 
eat those lovely gingerbread men! 
 But don’t just take my word for it! This is what a 
couple of the children said: 
“It’s really fun and you get 
to make new friends.  You 
get your tea there and the 
food is really yummy!  You 
get to do really fun things 
like singing action songs 
and Rev Eric is very funny”. 
“I like Messy Church 
because we do fun activities 
like loom bands and card 
making and we sing great 
songs.  We have our tea 
there and the food is 
delicious, and Rev Eric’s 
talks are interesting and 
fun!” 
 Messy Church is for 
people of all ages, of any faith or none (children must be 
accompanied by an adult).  It is free.  There is no need to 
book, just turn up on the day. 
 Messy Church is held once a month in both Biddenham 
and Kempston Rural. See the Parish Noticeboards or go to 
Messy Church; Biddenham, Great Denham and Kempston 
Rural on Facebook for more details.  

Jacqui Piper 
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A message from the 
Club’s new chairman 
At the AGM Glenn Taylor delivered his hopes and dreams 
for the club.  These essentially surround the good work the 
club has already achieved under Peter Marks’ guidance and 
look to improve certain aspects, inviting more participation 
and bringing the young playing base closer to the 
committee and the many highly valued volunteers.  
 A further advance of the Club is the new position of 
Junior Cricket Chairman which has been awarded to the 
industrious and equally ambitious Chris Spurgeon. He will 
write his own report bringing the community up to speed 
with the ever growing, successful junior section. 
 Some of the areas the club wishes to promote are 
around the Vice Presidents (essentially friends of 
Biddenham Cricket Club) who can show their support of 
the club by donating £50 per year, or more, and who are 
welcome to join us at any of our matches. We especially 
would like to see some female support as all our Vice 
Presidents are male.  
 More events are planned with the new Social and 
Fundraising Committee which has captured the young 
element of the club and will be driven by Will Lowerson, 
Sam Morris, David Morrish, Gary Linton-Walls and Sam 
Jones. 
 Anyone interested in a role in our club whether that be 
playing or administration is very welcome and the best 
place for more information is our revamped website which 
can be found if you search play cricket Biddenham Cricket 
Club. 

Glenn Taylor 

Biddenham 
Cricket Club 
The Club’s Annual General Meeting 
was held on Sunday 28th January at the 
Three Tuns. This was an entirely 
appropriate venue because the Three 
Tuns is the birthplace of the current 
Biddenham CC in the mid 1980’s 
brought about by, amongst others, Alan and Tina Wilkins, 
Ray Rowland, Micky Litchfield, John Wagstaff, David 
Watson and Glenn Taylor. 
 The AGM was well-attended and included a review of 
the club’s activities in the past year, particularly focussed 
on the success of the junior section under the effective 
management of Chris Spurgeon.  Junior membership has 
increased by a third with almost 90 juniors able to 
participate during the season across 5 teams involving 
youngsters aged 7 to 15.  Thanks are due to all those whose 
hard work made this possible. 
 The senior side of the club had mixed fortunes with the 
Saturday side suffering relegation from the top division, 
but the Sunday league side once again achieving promotion 
in the Bedfordshire County league.  The midweek team 
achieved a win in the plate competition and also finished 
top of its division in the Bedford Midweek League 
 Peter Marks has been chairman of the club for over 10 
years, and he has decided that the time has come to 
relinquish this responsibility.  The meeting recorded the 
club’s thanks for Peter’s diligent and steady leadership 
during which time the club has made some significant 
advances and has established itself as one of the most 
respected cricket clubs in Bedfordshire.  Peter will remain 
on the committee as liaison officer with the Parish Council. 
 The meeting also recorded thanks to the club’s vice-
presidents and sponsors together with all those who have 
donated time or funds to the club in the past 12 months.  
The purchase of the new covers early in 2017 would not 
have been possible without a significant grant from the 
ECB and also generous sponsorship from Taylor 
Brightwell.  David Watson was thanked for his work to 
achieve a consistently high standard both of pitches and the 
ground in general that provides an excellent centre point 
for the village in the summer for all to enjoy. 
 The many members of the thriving 100 club were also 
thanked for their continuing support.  The club is very 
fortunate to have the efficient and dedicated work of Judith 
O’Quinn to thank for administering the 100 club and the 
monthly draws for so many years.   
 The meeting moved on to elect a new club chairman – 
Glenn Taylor.  The full list of club officers for 2018 is as 
follows: 
 
Chairman: Glenn Taylor 
Secretary: Richard Ebbs  
Saturday Captain: David Morrish  
Midweek Captain: Sam Morris 
Sunday League Captain: Will Lowerson  
Youth Co-Ordinator: Chris Spurgeon 
Club Welfare Officer: Maija Bissett 
Ground Manager: David Watson  
Cricket Secretary and Treasurer: Richard Fone 
Parish Council Liaison: Peter Marks 
Membership Secretary: Sam Jones 
100 Club Secretary: Judith O’Quinn 
 
 In 2018 adult teams will again operate on Saturdays in 
the Four Counties Cricket League, on Sundays in the 
Bedfordshire County League and in the Bedford Midweek 
League.  Indoor nets have been booked at Lincroft School 
from early in March. 
 There will again be junior teams for the Under 9, Under 

11 (2), Under 13 and Under 15 age groups playing matches 
in the Bedfordshire Youth League. 
 New members both young, and not so young, are always 
welcome. Please contact Glenn Taylor or Richard Fone for 
more information.  Details of subscriptions for 2018 will be 
on the front page of the club website. 
 Club news, fixtures and results appear on the website at: 
http://biddenham.play-cricket.com/home 
 The 100 club provides the club with useful income and 
also raises its profile within the village amongst the 
residents for an annual fee of £12.  If you would like to join 
the cricket club as a member, you will also gain automatic 
entry into the 100 club draw, which is held each month.   
Contact numbers: 
Chairman    Glenn Taylor  07778 479479 
Cricket Secretary  Richard Fone  07818 678697 
Club Welfare Officer Maija Bissett  58947 
100 Club     Judith O’Quinn  363489 

Richard Fone 
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Biddenham 
Society 
Current threats 
to the village 
continued 
The village is currently under 
threat from developers in three 
ways: 
 
1. The proposed demolition of Biddenham House and 

its replacement with 8 dwellings. The society’s 
objections were printed in the February issue of The 
Loop, and there have also been a high number of 
objections from residents. 

2. Soon after, an application to build 250 houses on 
the land west of Gold Lane was submitted, and 
following a concerted effort to rally objections there 
has again been a very good response from the 
village.  The society’s response to this can be found 
on the Biddenham Blog. 

3. The third threat lies within the draft Bedford 
Borough 2035 Local Plan, where proposed new 
policies threaten to replace the protection we have 
been afforded for many years to the Gold Lane site, 
and a smaller site north of Bromham Road close to 
the river bridge.  These new policies (numbered 
Policies 19 and 23) effectively clear the way for 
imminent housing development. Those wishing to 
respond are directed to the borough’s website, and 
working through the response form on the site has 
proved difficult for some. However, there is still 
time to add your objections to the campaign, so 
please do so if you can.  The Biddenham Society’s 
response is far more technical than you require, but 
is reprinted below for your information. 

 
Response to the Bedford Borough Local Plan 2035 
 
Policy 19 
 This area of land is currently protected by Policy AD43 
(Urban Open Spaces and Gaps) of the Borough’s 
Allocations and Designations Plan.  Policy AD43 
identifies urban open spaces as those ‘which have 
particular importance in maintaining the function, 
character and identity of the urban area’.  It specifically 
highlights the need to preserve ‘visual breaks to safeguard 
local distinctiveness including views (particular areas of 
importance around Elstow and Biddenham have been 
identified as gaps)’.  
 It further states that ‘Development will not be permitted 
on land designated as urban open space and gaps unless it 
can be demonstrated that the reasons for designation are 
not compromised or that other material considerations 
outweigh the need to retain the urban open space and 
gaps undeveloped’. 
 This policy (AD43) supports the most recent 
inspector’s report on this area which relates to an 
application from Wimpey Homes Holdings to ‘Allocate 
18.61ha of land at Gold Lane, Biddenham for some 350 
new dwellings on 10ha of net developable land with 
generous landscaping’ (May 2001 Inspector’s Report on 
the Bedford Borough Local Plan, page 116 section 4.2.27).  
He concludes that ‘Development of the scale proposed 
would seriously diminish the visual attraction of the 
village edge’, and that ‘By extending north-westwards 
over what is now a relatively wide rural landscape, it 
would much diminish the separation between this fringe 
area of Bedford and the nearby village of Bromham’. 
 The Biddenham Society suggests that the rationale for 
creating Policy 19 to supersede Policy AD43 of the 

The Three Tuns, Biddenham 
Open every day 9.00am to 11.00pm 

 

Weekly changing set menu 

2 courses £17.95; 3 courses £21.00 

available lunch Mon-Sun; dinner Tues-Sat 

 

Extensive Bar Menu available 12-6 every day 

 

Seasonal a la carte menu 

available lunch & dinner Tues-Sat 

 

Home cooked children’s meals 

 

Light cooked breakfast available from 9-12 every 

day with your choice of teas or coffees £5.95 

 

Bookings: 

01234 354847 

Find us on 

Facebook: 

The-Three-

Tuns-Biddenham 
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The next Parish Council Meeting is on 5th March and the 
next Planning Committee Meeting is on 9th April, both at 
7.30pm in the Mercia Suite, Great Denham Community 
Hall. 
 For more details go to: 
www.greatdenham.bedsparishes.gov.uk/ 

Great Denham 
Parish Council  

Prayer of the month 
 
Christ is risen:  

The world below lies desolate. 
Christ is risen:  

The spirits of evil are fallen. 
Christ is risen:  

The angels of God are rejoicing. 
Christ is risen:  

The tombs of the dead are empty . 
Christ is risen indeed from the dead,  

The first of the sleepers.  
Glory and power are his forever and ever . 
 

 Hippolytus of Rome, c.190-c.236 

Allocations and Designation Plan for this area is unsound 
for the following reasons: 
• The Inspector’s conclusions are as valid now as they 

were in 2001. In the intervening period the only 
change on this site has been the replacement of a 
single derelict barn at the end of Duck End Lane with 
a new dwelling, otherwise the entire area is in 
exactly the same condition as before, and remains 
undisturbed agricultural land. 

• Whilst the current proposal in Policy 19 is to develop 
only 160 dwellings compared to the 350 on which 
the inspector ruled, his conclusions are equally valid 
when applied to this lesser number.  Firstly, a smaller 
development will still impact significantly on ‘the 
visual attraction of the village edge’ as he states, and 
secondly, confining 160 dwellings to the north-east 
of the site does not negate the inspector’s concern of 
closing the gap with Bromham by extending the 
village north-westwards. 

• The development of 160 dwellings in Proposal 19 is 
certainly in conflict with the existing Policy AD43, 
and it is difficult to conceive how one could dispute 
that this development would have a serious negative 
effect on ‘maintaining the function, character and 
identity’ of Biddenham. Further, the local authority 
cannot argue that ‘other material considerations 
outweigh the need to retain the urban open space 
and gaps undeveloped’ as Bedford Borough has 
many more sustainable and brown-field sites that 
could be developed for the 160 properties proposed 
here. 

• Proposal 19 is also flawed on practical grounds. 
There is no safe vehicular access to and from the 
section of the site identified, with any chosen exit 
onto Gold Lane raising the prospect of a significant 
increase in traffic through the centre of the village. 
Local schools are not equipped to handle the 
increased numbers of school-age children which will 
result from new housing of this magnitude, the 
education service already being under pressure to 
cater for the extra demand resulting from the large 
building programme north of Bromham Road. 

 
The Biddenham Society therefore urges Bedford Borough 
to delete Policy 19 from the 2035 draft Local Plan. 

 
Policy 23 
 This area of land is currently protected by Policy AD42 
(Local Gaps) of the Allocations and Designations Plan, and 
by Policies CP12 and CP13 of the Core strategy and Rural 
Issues Plan. The proposed Policy 23 to the new Local Plan 
seeks to set aside important geographical and 
environmental factors which the borough previously 
considered to be sufficiently significant as to be worthy of 
inclusion as ‘red lines’ in the planning framework.  These 
include 
• Preserving the physical presence, visual appearance, 

character, and integrity of the gap between the site 
and the Bromham boundary; and 

• Defining the site as open countryside within the 
context of Settlement Policy Areas, with future 
development only being permitted if consistent with 
national policy, in particular PPS7: Planning and the 
Countryside. 

 There have been no changes to this area of land since 
the above two plans were approved, the most recent 
application for development (16/00737/MAO) being 
withdrawn following widespread opposition, including 
from the planning authority.  It is therefore difficult to 
understand why there should be a reversal of policy as the 
earlier objections still apply, especially when the relatively 
small number of dwellings that can be accommodated could 
be built on more suitable sites available elsewhere in the 
borough. 
 In addition to the above it is clear there are several other 

Biddenham Women’s 
Group 
Michael Brown will be giving a talk entitled DEATH IN 
THE GARDEN on Tuesday 13th March at 2.00pm in the 
Church Barn.  
 This is an open meeting to which all are welcome. 
Members £3, visitors £4.  
 Michael is a well known historian who gave a talk at the 
Biddenham Gardeners Association last year.  
 The report on last month’s meeting is held over. 

Val Fitzhugh 

sound reasons why this particular site is unsuitable for 
housing development.  These include 
• Its part presence in flood zones 2 and 3a which will 

place an unnecessary burden and worry on future 
occupants of dwellings constructed here; 

• The presence of a narrow and dangerous access onto 
Bromham Road; 

• Causing increased traffic flow across the ancient 
Bromham Bridge in one direction, and onto the 
Bromham bypass via a hazardous junction in the 
other direction; and 

• The destruction of the beautiful vistas to and from 
the bridge and the mill. 

 
The Biddenham Society therefore urges Bedford Borough 
to delete Policy 23 from the 2035 draft Local Plan. 
 

Tony Wood 
 
Founded in 1965 by a group of concerned residents, The 
Biddenham Society remains committed to the continued 
preservation of the beauty, history, character and heritage 
of the village.  
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Would you like to make a difference? 

We are currently looking for caring people to look 
after older people in their own homes in the Bedford 

Area 
If you are dedicated, hard-working and have a 

genuine desire to work in an environment where you 
will be helping others, please get in touch. 

We offer full training and flexible working hours to suit 
you.  

Please call Jackie on 01234 868820 for more 
information. 

Why the Cross? 
I have been reflecting on the balance between love and 
justice in our world and our faith. Do we just forget wrong 
doing and go forward in love putting it all behind us, or 
should we examine the wrong that was done and decide 
what should be done to promote restoration and 
forgiveness?   
 I have been involved a lot with anger, hate, revenge and 
destruction during my work on the edge of settled society. 
My training taught me that a large part of forgiveness and 
the forging of peace is an examination of what went wrong, 
rather than a temporary agreement to ignore what has 
happened. Restorative justice is largely based on this and 
Desmond Tutu used this process in the Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission in South Africa. With this he 
effectively rebuilt a nation after the horrors of apartheid. 
People who had done dreadful things to each other looked 
at what had happened, forgave each other and made lasting 
friendships.  
 This also seems to me to be the basis of forgiveness and 
rebuilding relationships with God in the scriptures. In the 
Old Testament we see a loving God creating man to have a 
loving relationship with him. When man rebelled, and put 
himself in the position of God this all broke down. When 
the ten commandments were given at Mount Sinai, the 
code of love was restated as “love God with all your being 
and love your neighbour as yourself”. We see God’s 
sadness and his redeeming love in many passages in the 
Old Testament when man turned from this way of life. The 
great men of the Old Testament also recognised that when 
they turned from God’s way and acted in a destructive way 
to others, they were sinning against God, as well as 
damaging their fellow men and women.  
 However, the overwhelming message of the Old 
Testament is that God is holy and men alone are totally 
incapable by themselves of loving God and their 
neighbours as commanded by God. They need a direct 
intervention by God to change them. 
 In the New Testament there is also an acceptance that 
sin causes a barrier between men and God. The question is, 
how do we answer for the evil we have done and rebuild 
our relationship with God, without being destroyed in the 
process, and how can we be changed so that we are capable 
of truly and consistently loving God and loving our 
neighbours? The problem with doing this is well illustrated 
in the words used in the Bible in the description of what 
Jesus did on the cross. It is described as: “atonement” (we 
are not at one with God, there is a barrier), “redemption or 

ransom” (we have to be brought back from a situation of 
slavery and loss), “propitiation” (evil has been done which 
has to be paid for), “our condemnation was nailed to the 
cross” (there was a bill of condemnation), 
“reconciliation” (relations had been broken) etc. etc. The 
message of the gospel is that this is what happened at the 
cross. The condemnation, the charge against us, the sin, the 
collapse of relations with God, was borne by a sinless 
Christ. God dying for me and paying the price in my place, 
a suffering crucified God as some theologians including 
Moltman have called it. The charge is now gone, 
discharged by God’s giving of himself and his suffering.  
 However, that really did not solve the problem of the 
powerlessness of man to love God and to love his 
neighbours. This is the key problem of the whole Bible 
narrative. But when man has acknowledged his wrongdoing 
and has repented, thanking God for what Jesus did in his 
place and accepting His forgiveness, the barrier has gone. 
God can now come to live in a man or woman’s life as the 
Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit gives us the power to act as 
Jesus would and the problem of the utter powerlessness of 
man to love and to do good has been solved! As I read it 
this is what the bible calls becoming a new creation. 
 So, all this makes sense to me having seen so much evil, 
suffering, hate and destruction in my professional and 
Christian life. I have seen the healing power of the 
acknowledgement of evil done, accepting that due payment 
has been made at huge cost by another. This together with 
the indwelling of the Holy Spirit bit by bit makes a new 
loving creature out of an ordinary, weak, failing man or 
woman, who now becomes a person who will sacrifice their 
own life for others. I have particularly seen this in a very 
beautiful way in my Egyptian brothers and sisters. 

Edwin Martin 
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Inaugural Great Denham 
Parkrun 
There has been a lot of excitement over the last 6 months 
about the first Great Denham parkrun and it has been 
eagerly anticipated by people in Great Denham and indeed 
Bedford. In the local running community, a lot of people 
have been training and talking about this event for ages. 
Great Denham is fortunate in having a very large country 
park built with the new housing development on one side 
and the meadows of the River Great Ouse on the other, 
making it a unique outlook for the park runner. 
 On this first day, 17th February 2018, the weather was 
typically British with grey clouds at the start but finished 
with the sun blazing out despite the 3 degree temperature 
and hard frosty areas covering the park. 
 The local area, which is probably quite sleepy on a 
Saturday morning, woke up to many runners streaming to 
the start line. People gathered around the play park before 
Toby Chinn, the race director began his briefing. He talked 
about making history in small ways, and that all the runners 
present would be able to share their times and positions 
with future grandchildren etc. etc! He described the course 
as a circular double lap route.  Emma Murphy and Sylvia 
Jones (a prominent member of the running community) 
were busy taking lots of official photos. Many other well-
known local runners were present from the local clubs. 
 The race started with 240 runners just after 9.00am and, 
for a change, it didn’t feel like a cattle grid at the start as 
runners showed a lot of consideration and gave each other 
space. The runners started to thin out at the first sharp-left 
corner. The first half of the course was on compacted sand 
which was hard and frosty. The second half of the course 
was on pavement tarmac. It was a good combination for the 
runner. 
 At the finish line, there was a lot of support and 
cheering from the marshals and the local community which 
is quite refreshing. The first runner, Ian Halpin came in at 
17:01 which is a fantastic time and excellent benchmark for 
this first event. The volunteers were friendly and did a 
fantastic job in organising the event. As the runners were 
leaving they were busily chatting, pleased and excited by 
the event and course and were making plans for future 
events. 
 With all inaugural parkrun events, it is always difficult 
to envisage how the morning would unfold and whether 
there would be any teething problems but with this event I 
have no hesitation in stating that it was a complete success 
and a credit to the core team of volunteers. 
 The event will now take place every Saturday morning 
at 9.00am. All are welcome to come but please register at 
the parkrun website and print a copy of your unique bar 
code so that it can be scanned at the event to show your run 
times on the web. 

Joe Warren 
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Biddenham 
Parish Council 
This month’s Parish Council 
Meeting was held on Wednesday 
7th February 2018 in the upstairs 
meeting room of the Pavilion.  
Present were Parish Councillors 
Graham Bates, Peter Chase 
(Chairman), Jon Gambold, Krzys 
Osuch, Terry Platt, Francia Slade 
and Joe Warren.  Clerk Alison Southern, Borough 
Councillor Roger Rigby and around a dozen or so members 
of the public were also present.  Councillors Chris Gee and 
Alan Jacobs sent their apologies. 
 I am going to use my article this month to talk about 
only one thing – the threat of unwanted and unsustainable 
new housing within our village. 
 Firstly, questions were posed by members of the public 
about Biddenham House.  The news on this was that the 
application for demolition of the house, and the building of 
eight new houses to replace it, is being recommended by 
the council’s planners for refusal.  The Borough planning 
committee, who must consider this recommendation, meets 
on 26th February to decide.  We wait to see what happens, 
and what the applicant may do next. 
 Regarding the land west of Gold Lane, at the time of the 
meeting we had initiated our campaign of letters and ways 
to object, and momentum was building.  We explained that 
the Borough Council had originally set a consultation for 
the outline planning application of the 250 houses for four 
weeks running up to 16th February.  However, we pointed 
out this period should not have started until all the required 
documents were filed by the applicant.  As they had not, it 
was agreed the period would end on a later date, well into 
March.  As I write, that date is 9th March, but I believe it 

should be extended again to at least 16th.  
 Your Parish Council is determined to see due process 
properly followed, in the interests of the public being able 
to properly assess for themselves the intentions of any 
applicant. 
 The meeting also discussed the Borough Council’s 
Local Plan 2021 to 2035.  We decided to object to Policies 
19 and 23, which remove key areas of protected status of 
land between Biddenham and Bromham.  In the case of 
Policy 19 this would make way for the houses west of Gold 
Lane, if not now then potentially at any time up to 2035.  
Policy 23 relates to houses behind those down Bromham 
Road towards Bromham Bridge.  Both of these are an 
unacceptable erosion of the separation between our two 
communities.  What’s more, the use of such small pockets 
of land for more houses is quite unnecessary when set in 
the context of the mega-developments now being proposed 
both south of the town (9,000 houses) and north of it (four 
whole new settlements). 
 To make it easy to object to these policies, we now have 
a way to send emails of objection to the Borough Council 
simply by filling in a few boxes on a computer screen.  
These are up and running, so please object to these policies, 
using www.have-a-say.co.uk/BPCP19 (for Policy 19) or 
www.have-a-say.co.uk/BPCP23 (for Policy 23). 
 We need to protect the rural separation and identity of 
Biddenham, and reject the idea of even more traffic on our 
roads and pressure on our schools, by objecting to both 
policies.  With enough objections, we hope the Borough 
will remove both policies from the new local plan. 
 Please also object to the outline application for the 250 
houses west of Gold Lane.  Its reference number is 
18/00140/MAO, which can be accessed directly using 
https://tinyurl.com/ycvaclc5. 
 If you haven’t done so already, please object to all three 
things: the two policies and the outline planning 
application.  Remember, each individual objection adds 
weight to our cause – we cannot have too many! 
 And if you have objected already, then thank you so 
much for taking the trouble to make your voice heard. 
Date of the next meeting 
 Our next meeting will be on Wednesday 14th March 
2017.  Do please come along if you have anything you’d 
like to raise. 

Peter Chase 
Chairman 

Breakfast 
on the 
menu at the 
Three Tuns 
If you fancy treating 
yourself why not try 
breakfast at the Three 
Tuns? 
 A new light breakfast menu has been introduced from 
9.00am to 12noon every day. 
 You can enjoy: 
• Cumberland sausage or smoked bacon and egg bap 
• Smoked salmon and scrambled egg on toast 
• Poached eggs Benedict on a toasted muffin 
• Your choice of 3 egg omelette 
• Basket of warm pastries with jam and butter 
• Hot porridge with fresh berries and honey  
 The cost is £5.95 including tea or coffee. 

http://www.have-a-say.co.uk/BPCP19
https://tinyurl.com/ycvaclc5T
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Deanery Synod 
The meeting was held on 8th February at St Peters Church, 
De Parys Avenue. 
 The main part of the meeting was led by Sam 
Cappleman and concerned the outreach activities which 
were going on in the parishes and which may have related 
to the Mission Action Plans of the churches. The main 
points of the talk and discussion were: 
• The main characteristics of growing churches were: 

 The quality of the worship. Is it clear that Jesus is 
present in the church and that people are 
expressing their love to Him? 

 Whether there was an active ministry among the 
children and the youth of the church; 

 Whether there was an activity going on which 
was related to “Fresh Expressions”. 

• Where there was a “Fresh Expressions” activity 
happening once a month the church could claim a 
grant of £3,000 and where such an activity was 
happening once a week the church could claim 
£13,000. It struck me that our men’s group meetings 
using the Theology by films and Messy Church 
would class as a Fresh Expressions activity done 
once a month and the Impact meeting at the school 
and the Alpha course would classify as Fresh 
Expressions activity once a week, particularly as 
these activities take place outside the church. The 
bookstall might also qualify! 

• The new vicar of Elstow, Paul Messam spoke about 
how they are using Snapchat, Twitter and Instagram 
very successfully to attract younger people to the 
church, because this is where one finds these people. 
In fact, young people from all over Bedford are 
finding their way to Elstow Abbey. Are we missing 
a trick here? 

• The powerful effect of making close friends among 
non-Christians and non-churchgoers and particularly 
entertaining them to meals, going out to the pub or 
sports events with them was an effective way to 
share our life and our faith as well as being very 
enjoyable. One soon finds oneself sharing all sorts 
of things one finds valuable in one’s life and for a 
Christian the thing one finds most valuable is Jesus. 
This also stops church people becoming a Holy 
Huddle, arrogant, thinking they are right and making 
a closed society. 

 After coffee there was the usual boring administrative 
affairs which gave us a few minutes to have a nap and 
digest the biscuits which we wouldn’t have eaten if our 
wives or husbands were there to frown at us. 

Edwin Martin. 
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R J GASCOYNE 
THE PLUMBING, HEATING 

AND GAS COMPANY 
Boiler changes, system upgrades, 

bathrooms, fault finding, servicing, 
maintenance, gas safety & landlord 

certificates, repairs, all heating, 
plumbing, drainage and gas work 

undertaken. 
 

All from a friendly, reliable, trustworthy 
and professional engineer. 

 
Contact Ryan on 

TEL: 07980 209587  
or EMAIL 

ryangascoynephg@gmail.com 

Music at St James’s 
We are in for something of a treat this month. 
 Not only is there a jazz night on 3rd March (see page 
15) but also a full choral performance by the church choir 
on the 29th March under the leadership of Graham Weeks. 
 If you were wary of coming to the jazz night and maybe 
fancy something more contemplative then you might enjoy 
Stainer's Crucifixion. 
 On Thursday 29th March the choir will perform this 
passion setting at 8.30pm. 
 Written for parish church choirs, it has soloists and 
organ accompaniment. It varies from the graphic mob 
shouts of "crucify him" to the wonderful meditation on 
"God so loved the world". 
 Oh and a few congregational hymns (but you could 
always mime them!).  
 It's not a service just a concert.  Admission free 

Chris Haydn Jones 

News from 
Utange 
We're very excited to 
announce that phase one 
(ground floor) of 
"Celebration High School" 
for orphans and 
disadvantaged children will officially open in January 
2019....hurrah! This will be such a special time as it will 
also be our 10th anniversary since opening Casuarina 
House, so a double celebration!  
 FEED500 is now in its 7th year and continues to be a 
lifeline for many. I've said before if you ask any poor child 
in the village what they desire, all will tell you food and an 
education. So we're thrilled our vision of being able to offer 
secondary education to the poorest is finally coming to 
fruition.  

 We're seeking sponsors (£350 per 
year) for children like Amani pictured 
outside his mud hut home. Amani is 
on our feeding programme. Dad died 
leaving Mum with him and 2 younger 
siblings living in poverty. Amani's in 
his final year at a government primary 
school which is free, but doesn't have 
money for fees to progress to 
secondary level. Thankfully with 

Celebration High School opening it means he'll be able to 
continue learning with sponsored education. Amani is very 
bright, position 3 in his class of 76 students. He told me 
he's determined to finish no.1 this year! Amani and others 
like him will now have the chance to achieve more than 
their circumstances dictate and have hope for a brighter 
future. 
 Our Christmas outing was fun this year as our Casuarina 
kids were invited to camp overnight at Footprints 
Orphanage in Shimba Hills. It was a 3 hour journey from 
Utange crossing over on the ferry with some stunning 
luscious green scenery en route. The two Homes enjoyed 
volleyball, football and basketball competitions during the 
day and singing and dancing around the camp fire in the 
evening. Not much sleep was had as the children from both 
Homes were excitedly chatting through the night! A special 
time for everyone with new friends made. We plan to 
reciprocate with a trip to Utange next Christmas! 

Debbie Scott-Robinson 
debbie@utangeorphans.org 

www.utangeorphans.org 
It’s a little while since we carried news from the Utange 
Orphans charity in Kenya.  If you want to learn more 
please visit the website. 

http://www.thesurefoundation.org.uk/


17 

Charity Craft Fair at the 
Three Tuns 

Easter Monday, 2nd April 11.00am to 3.30pm 
in aid of St John’s Hospice, Moggerhanger. 

All welcome. 
£10 per pitch if you have crafts to sell or 

demonstrate.  
To book a pitch contact Jane Wall on 07871 
644082 or email janelinwall@gmail.com. 

Karaoke 
I confess that I have been 
known to be quite snobby 
about karaoke. 
 This hasn’t always been 
easy for me as my cousin runs 
a karaoke business and so, in 
recent years, family events on 
his side of the family have 
always involved the ‘empty 
orchestra’ that is a karaoke 
machine. Still in the mode of 
confession, I have been known to think unfavourable 
thoughts about the sounds that I have heard accompanying 
this machine assuming, I suppose, that one shouldn’t get up 
to sing unless singing is something that one can do without 
sounding like they are strangling a cat. Like I said, I have 
been quite snobby about karaoke.  
 However, something has changed. 
 Whether the fact that I now go along to Rock Choir and 
love singing my heart out there (I try not to strangle any 
cats but I can’t promise!) has had any influence on this 
change, I’m not quite sure. I do know, however, that my 
most recent experience of karaoke has helped me to see 
things in a new light:  
 The family event was similar to usual: the same faces, 
the same empty orchestra, largely the same voices. But 
there was something added at this particular venue. For 
each person that got up to sing, whether they could actually 
hold a tune or not, there was a large group of supporters 
cheering them on from the side-lines. It was easy to know 
who was singing, as their name was chanted as they walked 
to take up the mike, with shouts of “Come on John!” or 
“Come on Jane”. Then there was hush while Jane or John or 
whoever sang their choice of song, before their efforts were 
encouraged wildly at the end and they were welcomed back 
into the fold.  
 I was in awe of these people. These people have real 
community.  
 I began by saying that I have been known to be quite 
snobby about karaoke. I need to underline that I’m not 
proud of that fact. In a similar fashion I used to compare 
myself with my ‘arty’ friends and, it has to be said, my 
‘arty’ husband and say that I wasn’t creative in any way: I 
was wrong then too.  
 Right at the beginning of the Bible, Genesis chapter one, 
verse 27 tells us: 
“So God created humankind in his image, in the image of 
God he created them; male and female he created them.” 
 In recent years I’ve come to firmly believe that being 
made in the image of God is intricately linked with our 
creativity, and that creativity is not about end result, but is 
often about the process of being creative: the journey rather 
than the destination if you like: or the song to be sung, 
rather than the voice to sing it perfectly.  
 Finally, for those wondering, I didn’t get up and sing at 
this event, the list of people waiting to sing was too long 
(they were still singing when we left at 1.00am), but David 
and I have been known do our rendition of the B52’s ‘Love 
Shack’ in the past. If we had got up to sing, however, I am 
certain that they would have cheered us on just as they had 
done everyone else:  
 A lesson in creativity, encouragement and indeed, 
community, that I will remember for a very long time.  
 ‘Viva Karaoke!’ 
 Thanks for listening. 

 Suzette 
 

If anyone would like bi-monthly updates about our work in 
the Communities of Great Denham and West Kempston, 
email manorsuzette@btinternet.com to subscribe to our 
Prayer-Mail newsletter. 

Biddenham Upper School 

mailto:manorsuzette@btinternet.com
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Biddenham Gardeners 
Association 
Joanna Baxter - Acer Palmatum 
The speaker at our February meeting was one of our own 
members, Joanna Baxter, who gave us a fully illustrated 
and beautifully presented talk on the cultivation and care of 
Acer Palmatum.  There are 128 species of Acers, or 
maples, divided into 700 cultivars. Acer Palmatum is just 
one of these species and breeding has resulted in over 
1,000 different cultivars. 

 Joanna’s talk was the story of a love affair which began 
while away with her newly married husband but was 
centred on a little scarlet plant that attracted her with deep 
fascination.  She couldn’t resist buying it and it marked the 
beginning of a collection of 103 acers of which 98 are 
cultivars of acer palmatum.  Joanna’s garden is now 
entirely devoted to trees and shrubs. 
 Joanna demonstrated to us very convincingly the 
fascination of acer palmatum (referred to from now on as  
‘acers’).  They come in a fascinating variety of trees and 
shrubs which range enormously in size, shape and colour.  
Their distinguishing feature is the nature of their leaves 
which have between five and nine lobes separated in a way 
which resembles fingers spreading from the palm of a 
hand; hence ‘palmatum’.  They are beautiful, shapely and 
strikingly colourful plants.  The colour not only varies 
between cultivars but one cultivar may change colour three 
or four times a year.  The leaves on some varieties may at 
times be bi-coloured and colour variations extend to 
flowers and fruit. The fruit form like little helicopters.  
 Acers make excellent companions to other plants but if 
you are looking for a combination of particular colours this 
will not be consistent throughout the year.  Leave the acer 
space because their shallow but fibrous and spreading root 
pattern doesn’t like competition.  Epimedium makes a good 
companion plant. 
 Colour depends not just on the cultivar but on the 

position, soil and moisture level in which they are grown.  
The conditions which suit most acers are acid or neutral 
soil in dappled shade without full or prolonged exposure to 
sunlight but there are exceptions to this.  Green varieties 
are more sun tolerant although red varieties need some sun.  
 They can be grown in the ground or in pots so that even 
those with alkaline soil can enjoy the beauty of acers by 
growing them in pots.  Ensure the pot is widest at the open 
end or you will never be able to get the plant out without 
breaking the pot. 
 Acers are widely available but the cheapest plants may 
well be poor specimens and wrongly labelled.  Look out 
for a strong growing and well-balanced structure. Get the 
best plant you can afford, get the right plant for the right 
place and see that it is labelled. Aluminium labels are best. 
 Joanna then dealt with the care and cultivation of acers 
and again stressed the importance of the right location. 
Moisture level is also important.  Acers need to be kept 
moist and never allowed to dry out but they don’t want to 
be waterlogged. Plants in the ground won’t need feeding 
but mulching with bark is beneficial.  
 After two or three years plants will need some pruning. 
Prune in winter and before there is any danger of the sap 
starting to rise. Remove dead or damaged wood and cut out 
any crossing or interfering branches and thin straggly 
growth. Use sharp bypass secateurs (not guillotine) and 
don’t overprune. 
 The care and cultivation of pot-grown plants is very 
much the same as in the ground apart from the use of a 
little long lasting fertiliser. If you grow pot plants on soil 
rather than  a hard surface use a saucer to prevent the plant 
putting roots into the soil. Joanna recommended this soil 
recipe;1/3 good quality multi-purpose compost; 1/3 
ericaceous compost; 1/3 John Innes compost, No 3 for 
ground plants and No 1 or 2 for pot plants; one pound or 
more of horticultural grit or sharp sand or a good handful 
of vermiculite or perlite. 
 Acers may have some problems, chief or which is leaf 
scorch which can come from wind, sun or frost. Frost can 
be the most damaging but recovery in time is likely so 
don’t despair too soon. Try to plant in situations protected 
from frost. Watch out for black and green aphids and treat 
with diluted washing-up water. Verticillium wilt can be a 
real problem. Cut out dead wood but a badly infected plant 
should be removed. 
 Our next meeting will be on Tuesday 20th March when 
nursery owner and Chelsea exhibitor Annie Godfrey will 
give a talk entitled “Good in Bed” (Annie is a specialist in 
herbaceous plants). 

Jeremy Arthern 
 
New members and visitors are always welcome.  For more 
information contact Linda Truscott on 01234 270747 
www.biddenhamgardenersassociation.org.uk 

Bridge in Biddenham 
Are you interested in joining a Duplicate 
Bridge group for intermediate players? 

There are plans to start a club at the Church 
Barn on Friday afternoons from 1.30pm to 

4.00pm. 
Some experience is necessary. 

If you would like to join or for more 
information please contact Bernard Henry on 

07866 456769 or email him on 
bahenry0309@gmail.com. 

http://www.biddenhamgardenersassociation.org.uk/
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100 CLUB 
 

January draw 
1. Jake Winger      29 
2. Amarpal Singh     52 
3. David Watson   152 

 

Mobile Library 
Great Denham  
Community Centre 
Saturdays 10th, 24th March 
2.20pm to 2.40pm 
Biddenham 
Thursdays 1st, 15th, 29th March 
Church End from 10.00am to 10.20am 
Nodders Way from 10.25am to 10.50am  
Remember your library card! 

Welcome Packs for  
New Biddenham Residents 

Contact Richard Church  Tel: 214805 

First Friday Lunch 
Soup, sandwich or baked potato, 

pudding and a drink,  
on the first Friday of every month 

in Biddenham Village Hall 
from 12.30pm 

£6 
 

Draw for 2 free lunch tickets every month 
 

Book swap   
 

To book: email firstfridaylunch@outlook.com 
Or text/leave a message on 07412 559584  

 
All welcome—everyone, all ages! 

2nd March, 6th April 

Regular Events in Biddenham 
Monday 
10.00am  Cha Char Chimps Village Hall 
10.00am  Yoga   Pavilion 
2.30pm    Cardiac Rehab exercise Pavilion 
6.30pm    Pilates   Pavilion 
7.15pm    Guides (term-time) Village Hall 
7.45pm    Martial Arts   Pavilion 
Tuesday 
10.00am   Art   Church Barn 
10.00am   Personal Fitness Pavilion 
4.00pm     Ballet (term-time) Village Hall 
7.00pm     Personal Fitness/Circuits Pavilion 
8.00pm     Country Dancing (2nd & 4th in month) Village Hall 
Wednesday  
9.00am      Baby Sensory  Village Hall 
9.45am      Hopping Bunnies (music for toddlers) Pavilion 
10.00am    Tai Chi   Church Barn 
1.15-5.15pm    Baby College (term-time) Village Hall 
2.00pm      Table Tennis  Pavilion 
2.30pm      Art   Church Barn 
6.30pm      Aerobics   Pavilion 
6.30pm      Handbell Ringing Practice Church Barn 
6.45pm      Ballroom Dancing (term-time) Village Hall 
Thursday  
9.45am       Hopping Bunnies (music for toddlers) Pavilion 
9.30-11.30am    Under 5's (term-time) Village Hall 
2.00pm       U3A Handbells Church Barn 
2.00pm       Love to Dance Pavilion 
7.00pm       Fit-Steps   Pavilion 
7.30pm       Whist    Village Hall 
Friday  
9.30am        Pilates   Village Hall 
9.30am        Jo Jingles (Children’s musical group) Pavilion 
11.00am      Mother & Baby Yoga (except 1st Friday) Village Hall 
3.30-7.45pm     Ballet classes (term-time) Village Hall 
7.00pm        Martial Arts Pavilion 
7.00pm        Choir Practice Church Barn 
8.00pm        Tango   Village Hall 
Saturday 
9.30am         Pregnancy Yoga Village Hall 
9.30am         Zumba   Pavilion 
10.45am       Zumbini   Pavilion 
Sunday  
9.00 -10.00am  Explorers Church Barn 
 
Contact for Village Hall events: www.biddenhamvillagehall.org.uk 
Contacts for Pavilion events, email clerk@biddenham-pc.org.uk. 
Contact for Church Barn events, janburns@gmx.com   

Hall Booking Details 
 

Village Hall 
From the Village Hall website you can check availability 
on the diary, look at the facilities and download a booking 
form.  
www.biddenhamvillagehall.org.uk  
Church Barn 
Contact the Booking Officer, Jan Burns on 344019 or 
janburns@gmx.com if you would like to hire the barn.  
Smaller than the Village Hall, it is ideal for a small party 
or meeting. 
Pavilion 
The hall is available for children's parties, anniversary 
lunches, christening receptions, meetings etc. We can also 
hire the small upstairs meeting room which has tea and 
coffee making facilities. 
Booking enquiries to biddenhampavilion@hotmail.co.uk 
or contact the Clerk, Alison Southern on 01234 406099 
(ansaphone available) 
Great Denham Community Hall 
www.greatdenhamcommunityhall.co.uk 

The Friends of St James 
- the charity which helps conserve 
the church, churchyard and barn 
for future generations  
 

Membership  Peter Leverkus   Tel: 353662 
Treasurer   Paul Fricker    Tel: 342843 

 

mailto:biddenhampavilion@hotmail.co.uk
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March 2018 
Thu 1 Mar  Mobile Library, Biddenham, see p19 
Fri 2 Mar   First Friday, Biddenham Village Hall, 12.30pm, see p19 
Sat 3 Mar   Jazz Concert, St James’s Church, 7.30pm, see p15 
Sun 4 Mar  The Third Sunday of Lent 
    All Age Service, St James’s, 9.00am 
    Holy Communion, St James’s, 6.00pm 
Mon 5 Mar  Great Denham Parish Council, Mercia Suite, GD Community Hall, 7.30pm 
Tue 6 Mar  Alpha Course, 15 Church End, Biddenham, 7.30pm 
Wed 7 Mar  Wednesdays in Lent 
    Short time of meditation followed by Evening Prayer, St James’s, 7.00pm, see p2 
Fri 9 Mar   Spring into Dance, Biddenham Upper School, 7.00pm, see p17 
Sat 10 Mar  Mobile Library, Great Denham, see p19 
Sun 11 Mar  Mothering Sunday 
    All Age Service, St James’s, 9.00am, see p13 
    Evening Prayer, All Saints, 6.00pm 
Tue 13 Mar  Biddenham Women’s Group, Church Barn, 2.00pm, see p11 
Tue 13 Mar  Alpha Course, 15 Church End, Biddenham, 7.30pm 
Wed 14 Mar  Wednesdays in Lent 
    Short time of meditation followed by Evening Prayer, St James’s, 7.00pm, see p2 
Wed 14 Mar  Biddenham Parish Council, Biddenham Pavilion, 7.30pm, see p14 
Thu 15 Mar  Mobile Library, Biddenham, see p19 
Sat 17 Mar  ‘Heart & Music’ concert, Biddenham Village Hall, 7.30pm, see p12 
Sun 18 Mar  Passion Sunday 
    Parish Communion, St James’s, 9.00am 
    Evening Prayer, St James’s, 6.00pm 
Tue 20 Mar  Café B, Biddenham Village Hall, 10.30-12noon, see p8 
Tue 20 Mar  Alpha Course, 15 Church End, Biddenham, 7.30pm 
Tue 20 Mar  Biddenham Gardeners Association, Biddenham Village Hall, 7.30pm, see p18 
Wed 21 Feb  Wednesdays in Lent 
    Short time of meditation followed by Evening Prayer, St James’s, 7.00pm, see p2 
Sat 24 Mar  Mobile Library, Great Denham, see p15 
Sun 25 Mar  Palm Sunday 
    Blessing of Palms in Church Barn and Parish Communion, St James’s, 8.50am 
    No evening service 
26-30 Mar  Holy Week 
Mon 26 Mar  Said Communion, St James’s. 7.00pm, see p2 
Tue 27 Mar  Said Communion, All Saints, 7.00pm, see p2 
Wed 28 Mar  Said Communion, All Saints, 7.00pm, see p2 
Thu 29 Mar  Maundy Thursday, Sung Communion, St James’s, 7.00pm, see p2 
Thu 29 Mar  The Crucifixion, St James’s church, 8.30pm, see p16 
Thu 29 Mar  Mobile Library, Biddenham, see p19 
Fri 30 Mar  Good Friday, Children’s activities and worship, St James’s, 10.00am, see p10 
Fri 30 Mar  Good Friday, Half hour Reflections on the Cross, St James’s, 12.00noon to 3.00pm 

April 2018 
Sun 1 Apr  Easter Day 
    All Age Service with Communion, St James’s, 
    9.00am, see p3 
    No evening service 
Mon 2 Apr  Craft Fair, Three Tuns, 11.00am-3.30pm,  
    see p17 
Fri 6 Apr   First Friday, Biddenham Village Hall,   
    12.30pm, see p19 
Fri 6 Apr   Frog Foray, Biddenham Village Pond,   
    9.00pm, see p5 
Sat 6 Apr   Pond Work Morning, 10.00am, see p5 
Mon 9 Apr  Great Denham Planning Meeting, Mercia  
    Suite, GD Community Hall, 7.30pm 
Mon 16 Apr  Biddenham History Society, Church Barn,  
    8.00pm, see p6 
Tue 17 Apr  Café B, Biddenham Village Hall, 10.30-  
    12noon, see p8 

 

The Loop 
Editor    Jean Gambold   Tel  349849 

Proof Reader Jacqui Piper    Tel  356993 

Church correspondent   Peta Martin Tel  348718 

Advertising  Clare Sugars    Tel  355262 
Subscriptions Richard Harris   Tel  210434 
Distribution  Richard Church   Tel  214805 
All April articles, preferably by e-mail in Word format, 

to loopeditor@gmail.com 
or to 22 Day’s Lane and adverts to 3 Queen’s Close  

(cj.sugars@talktalk.net) by  
Thursday 22nd March please. 

 
The views expressed in ‘The Loop’ by 
various community groups do not 
necessarily represent the views of St 
James's Church or the Parochial Church 
Council. 
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For regular events listings see page 19 


