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óThe Loopô is published by the Parish Church of St James as a service 
to the communities of Biddenham and Great Denham  

The editor welcomes contributions from residents and friends via email to 
loopeditor@gmail.com 

Coffee & cake at the 
Church Barn 
Over 40 people enjoyed a wonderful assortment of cakes 
and good company, on 15th June in the Church Barn. 

Work in progress 
The two new classrooms at St Jamesô School are due to be 
finished in July.  For more news from St Jamesô see page 3. 

Biddenham glows for 
Open Gardens 
Sunday 10th June was a glorious day in Biddenham with 
bright sunshine to set off the beautiful gardens opened in 
aid of the Red Cross. 
 Six families generously opened their gardens offering a 
range of styles from an almost Mediterranean courtyard 
garden in the Old Barns to a New Zealand inspired garden 
on Biddenham Turn via Arts And Crafts and more modern 
designs. 
 There was even a musical accompaniment at the 
Watsonôs, as pictured above.  
 The immaculate presentation was testament to the huge 
amount of work that our hosts had invested prior to the day 
in conditions that were not really ideal. The roses in 
particular were stunning providing memorable scent and 
colour. 
 Three hundred and forty three people visited the gardens  
providing a record Ã2,606 gross income for the Red Cross.  
 More pictures inside. 

The Marks 
family plant 
sale generated 
valuable funds. 
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Donõt forget the 
Foodbank  
Please continue to bring in-date 
non-perishable food. The container 
is at the back of the church.   
 You can find the latest list of items needed by Bedford 
food bank at https:// bedford.foodbank.org.uk/give-help/
donate-food/  

Letter from 
the Vicar 
Dear Friends 
As well as being a vicar, I 
am lucky enough to be an 
experienced, qualified 
teacher, who happens to be 
married to an even more 
experienced, qualified 
teacher. This gives us both 
enough understanding of the 
present system to realise that 
all that glitters in the modern 
education system is not 
actually gold.  
 Spirituality (as a non-
religious concept!), for a while took precedence in schools, 
and sadly, in the current system, this seems less and less 
the case. To me, as a man of faith who recognises the gift 
that God bestows on every individual, this seems to be a 
tragic oversight. 
 Without wanting to nail my political flag to the mast, 
there is a general recognition amongst teachers that 
education policy places far too much emphasis on 
processing young people for the economic market place, at 
the expense of enrichment, creativity and humanisation.  
 Secondary education has, for many years, allowed at 
least three years in which children were asked to engage 
with modern foreign languages, music, art, literature, 
geography, design technology, and religious studies, which 
gave young people, however little they chose to engage, at 
least an overview of enriching, cultural signposts.  
 For those children who were perceived as less able these 
pathways gave every child the opportunity to excel in 
something that did not tick all the boxes.  It also created a 
sense of perspective on those creative possibilities outside 
economic achievement. For many, real talent is buried in a 
field, and it takes wisdom, spirituality, and creative insight 
to discover that treasure. 
 Sadly, our politicians, in their perceived wisdom, are 
marginalising the creative and spiritual subjects in favour 
of English, Maths and Science. These subjects are, of 
course, essential but they are not everything, and by 
withdrawing the energy from other things, in favour of 
these, we lose sight of lots of things that empower those 
young people with the richest treasures of all. 
 I remember listening, some time ago, to the classical 
trumpeter, Alison Balsom. Speaking on Desert Island 
Discs, she said that she would not have been able to gain 
the skills she had in the present education system. She was 
grateful for the teachers who were able to find something in 
her that would not have been so obvious to others. 
 I remember listening to an Army Captain, talking with 
some young people in a school, when a sixteen-year-old 
asked him; óWhat is the point of learning RE in school?ô  
 The Army Captain said, that engaging with Islamic 
communities in Afghanistan, understanding their faith and 
world view, was not only useful but it saved lives. 
 Equally, I remember talking to the great childrenôs 
novelist, Michael Morpurgo, the writer of Private Peaceful, 
and War Horse. I was teaching at Harrogate Grammar 
School. He said that when he was a child, he was 
constantly told off by his teacher for looking out of the 
window and day dreaming. He shrugged; óDo you know, 
that now I have made quite a living out of looking out of 
windows and daydreaming.ô  
 To work with precision gives young people the 
consistency of machines, while stepping outside of that 
precision creates risk takers, artists and creative geniuses. 
  Which of these do you want your children to be?  

God bless,  
Eric 
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